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LORD GEORGE GORDON: 


ORD GEORGE GORDON, whether we reflect on 
the eccentricity of his character, or on the viciſſis 
tudes of fortune which he experienced, was undoubtedly 


one of the moſt extraordinary perſons of the age. But, 


28 a celebrated writer has juſtly obſerved, the lives of few 
men deſerve to be tranſmitted to poſterity; and did not 
gratitude for a departed friend added to a Qirong impulſe to 
reſcue injured virtue from the revengeful attacks of mi- 


niſterial hirelings, urge me on, I ſhould have ſubmitted 


to the misfortune with calm reſignation, and ſilently re- 
greted his death with the patience of philoſophy, as the 


common lot of human nature; ſuch were my feelings tor 


the loſs of my departed friend; but ſo implacable is the 


rage of his oppreſſors, that it purſues him even bey ond the 


grave, They continue to libel a man whom they could 
not corrupt, and conſcious of their injuſtice aud barbarity 
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2 LIE or LORD c. con pon. 
towards him, baſely and cowardly endeavour to avert cet 


ſure from themſelves, by reflecting obloquy on the memo. Pract 
ry of one who can no longer defend himfelf. He has fal. pid : 
len a martyr to cruel and ſanguinary laws, or at leaſt 1, the f 
the mercileſs ſentence of làwyers ;—but the veil of Preju. bem 
dice is about to be removed, and poſterity will judge be. Te 
tween them. There lies 3 bun whence there can he had | 
no appeal, and where there will be neither threats nor tion 
Promiſes to pervert the judgment. varie 
Lord George, the youngeſt ſen of Coſmo, late Duke of _ 
Gordon, was born in Upper Groſvenor Street, London A n 
on the 26th of December, 1751, a few months atter the "EA 
death of his father. His mother, who was ſiſter to the . 
preſent Earl of Aberdeen, ratired, foon after his birth, io lens 
the North of Scotland, where he received the rudiments . 
df his education, and from thence he was removed te W 
Eaton, to complete his ſtudies, During his ſtay at ſchool, os : 
he pave many proofs of a riſing genius, and gained the Ern 
good opinion of his maſter, and the affection of his com. all 
N | Ce their 
Tis a melancholy truth, that the nobility of every pamp 
country eternally violate the laws of nature to ſupport gives 
ariſtocratic pride, thereby ſacrificing the intereſt of the facrifi 
younger children: and this prejudice has been particu. a bur 
tatly fatal to North Britain. It has cauſed that great in. x bs 
equality of property, and that blind attachment to Chics i Wil 
and Leaders, which diſgrace the eighteenth century, It « g 
Has degraded humanity, and ſunk us beneath the level of 5 ; 
the brute creation; but like every other unnatural ſyſ- 8 55 
tem it will finally produce effects contrary to its ori. 55 
ginal deſtination; from injuſtice and oppreſſion, harmo- Fi K 
By and order will ariſe; and. from tyranny and vſurps iy 


lent ( 


LIFE OF LORD c. cok De. 8 
ation, will ſpring liberty and equality, Truth like a ra« 
id torrent, increaſes as it rolls along—the Deſpots of 
the Earth perceive the change, they dread their fate and 
venble. | 


To keep up a ance} government, whoſe principle 
had been conqueſt, which had ſpread calamity and. deſtruc- 
tion over the European world, amongſt, an innumerable 
variety of unjuſt laws, fatal to the intereſts of us all, it was 
found neceſſary to cheriſh, the infernal, unnatural princi- 
ple of primogeniture, to bequeath the landed property to 
the eldeſt ſon, who, unwilling to. diſtribute the ſmalleſt 
part of his own monopoly, is obliged to cringe at the 
levees of miniſters and kings, in, order to procure places 
and penſions for his younger brothers: thus they are 
compelled to flatter the e{der, the elder the miniſter, and 
the miniſtex the prince, which acccounts for that vile 
ſervility to, crowns, and tyranny over the poor which has 
ever characteriſed thoſe whom the world molt improperly. 
call great men. The labourer, and the mechanic divide 
their ſubſtance equally amongſt their children, but the 

| pampered noble, to ſupport the HoN OUR of his family, 
gives life to a race of beggars, who, to avoid a priſon muſt, 
ſacrifice their ſentiments and independence, and become 
ad burthen on their country. 


As Lord George's motlier and tutors belonged to this 
privileged caſt, it is fo much the more meritorious in him 
io have avoided their prejudices. Educated. in all the 
luxury and profligate extravagance of a court, and accuſ- 
tomed to be treated upon an equality with his brother, he 
vas at once launched out into, the world, with an annuity 
of zool. whilſt the Duke poſſeſſes more than 20,0001, a 
year, During his 1afancy the Ducheſs married the pre- 
(cnt General Morris, then a ſubaltern in the army, but: 
B 2 


1 LIFE OF LORD G. GORDON, 

3 in conſequence of the Gordon intereſt, ſoon after placed 
at the head of a regiment; upon nominating the officers, 
the late king, who was Lord George's god- father, appoint. 
ed bim an Enſign whilſt in petticoats : (juſt and merits. 
rious promotion |) thus to indulge an overgrown family, a 
child in leading ſtrings is at once dubbed an officer, the 
hard earnings of the poor are prodigally ſquandered. to gra. 
tify his premature paſſions, and the brave ſoldier, covered 
with ſcars, in conſequence of the noble infant's early com. 
miſſion, is obliged to ſubmit to his orders; it is thus that 
merit is rewarded in Great Britain, and this is one of the 
excellencies emanating from that glorious Conſtitution, 
which the ſapient oracular Judge Aſhurſt holds up as the 
mirror of perfection, and the Phenix of ſurrounding 
nations. The family however judging it impolitic to have 
two ſons in the army, leſt. it ſhould be too great an en- 
croachment, altered the ROYAL plan, and without con. 
ſulting his Lordſhip's inclination, got him pan 4 
miaſhipman, before he had a will of his own. 


Soon after this appointment, his father in law went out 
with his regiment to America, and, as the ſhip to which 
Lord George belonged, was ſtationed on the American 
coaſt, he had an occaſion of making the tour of that con- 
tinent, and here he had an opportunity of indulging that 
natural prediliction for equality, and ſimplicity of man- 
ners, which diſtinguiſhed his ſubſequent life. It was im- 
poſſible for a young man of a virtuous, ardent diſpoſition, 
| like his, to view contentment and chearfulneſs around 
him, without admiring it, and impoſſible for him to ad- 
mire it without attempting to inculcate the practice. He 
| ſoon perceived that in proportion as one man is exalted, 


others are depreſſed, and that the reaſon why the majority - 


are ſo wretched, is, becauſe a few revel in Juxury, while 


the many periſh through want, The ſame happineſs aud 
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LIFE OF LURD d. CORDON. | we” 


equality d did not prevail in America, till after the glorious 
evolution, to prevent which, it was the ſtupid, wicked 
policy of Britain, as much as it now is to prevent the 
revolution in France; but prieſts and kings were baffled 
in their unlawful, barbarous purpoſes ; Virtue and Liber 
ty triumphed, and on the other fide of the Atlantic, thoſe 
vices and miſeries which every where ſurround palaces 


and courts, are little known, There, man is rewarded in 


proportion tu his talents and his virtues, taxes are Ws 
bunger and want totally unknown, 


From chat happy land, Wen the ſacred flame of Fr, 
dom, aided by reaſon, was making rapid progreſs every 


day, Lord George paſled tothe Well Indies, and after viſit- 


ing moſt of the other iſlands, reſided about ſix months 
in Jamaica. Enthuſaſtically fond ot freedom, he ſoon be- 
came diſguſted with the innumerable fcenes of barbarity 
which every where preſented themſelves ; he ſaw with 


diſguſt, and he felt with abhorrence the blondy treatment 


of the Negroes, and reſolved to exert all his power and abi- 
littes in order to improve their condition, A feeling mind 
could not behold, without indignant emotions, the doating 
wile ſeparated from her affectionate huſband, and 3 
ed up to the brutal rage of an European monſter, merely 
becauſe ſhe had the mis fortune to pleaſe 3—youth, in all 
the bloom of innocence, torn from the paternal embrace, 
and invoking death as the only relief—and all this to ſup p- 


port uſurpers and monopoliſts with a long liſt of all graſp : 


ing miſcreants, the ſervile tools of a wicked government, 
who, after being covered with crimes in the old world, 


obtain a patent to practiſe them in the new. This ſy lem 


of vice and corruption violates every law of nature: 


conſiſting in a corporation of licenced butchers, dealing 


in human fleſh, by their example and influence, con- 
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taminating our morals and diſgracing the charafter of 
Human nature, 


Before the commencement af the American war Lord 
George had riſen to the rank of Lieutenant, and, by a hu, 
ane conduct and obliging diſpoſition, had acquired grea; 
popularity among the ſeamen, He was the ſailors friend, 
But what procured him the eſteem of the Navy, pro, 
duced a contrary effect at the Aqmralty, where, inſtead 
of humanity, and manly independence, the crueleſt dif. 
cipizne, and a fawning ſyc ophancy to thoſe in power, 
were the ſureſt paſſports to preterment. Partly from a dif. 
agreement with Lord Sandwich, then at the head of the 
Admiralty, and par tly from a n never to imbrus 
his hands in the blood af men ſtruggling for freedom, he 
reſigned his commiſſion; trampled his cockade under foot, 
and retired i in diſguſt to his native Country. Soon after 
his quitting the ſervice he made the tour of Scotland, and 
paſſed a ſuxanier in the Hehrides, not in colleRing ſhells, 
or in meaſuring mountains, but in effociating with W 
people, and making compariſons between man in a rude, 
and man in a civilized ſtate. He wore their dreſs, talked 
their language enquired into their wrongs, and by his 
gentle manners and attachment to their rural mode of life, 


became a great favour ite with the Highlanders. He s 


chen in the bloom of youtb, fond of muſic and dancing, 
of a modeſt, unaſſuming demeanour, and his actions were 
uniformly. regulated by the ſtricteſt rules of propriety. 
Few viſitants were ever received with more attention in 
the Highlands, none were ever more beloved; the na- 


tives were wont to thank heaven for à man, who had re- 
folution to oppoſe the uſurpations of the crown, and for- 


titude to reſiſt the vices ot the age. 


In the year 1774 he was adviſed to obtain aſeat in Par. 
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LIFE OF LORD GC, CORDON. 7 
ſament, and would have been returned from Scotland, hut 
owing to ſome political arrangements which had taken 
place in the Scotch Boroughs, he declined the EleQion, 


and was Choſen to repreſent the Borough of Luggerſhall, 


tho! he had never ſeen one of the Electors. This pre- 
Jiletlion in his favonr did not ariſe from any good opini- 
on they might have had of his morals or abilities, for their 
faculties are ſo ſtupified by the immoderate quantity of 


animal food and fpirituous liquors, with which they in. 


lulge themſclves, that ſcarce an idea of liberty is to be 
found in a corporation, but it was owing to that infamous 
habitual practice of ſelling their votes to the higheſt bid- 
der, that he was elected. The privilege of appointing 
the Legillature being thus unjuſtly placed im the hands of 
a tew, the Miniſter who can extort as many taxes as he 
pleaſes, conſtantly keeps a majoriiy in pay—the intereſt of 
the people is rarely or never conſulted, they are always 
duped, their own money is uſed as an engine in forging 


their chains; and if they talk of reform, or inveigh againſt 


corruption, out comes a firebrand proclamation, charging 


them with diſloyalty and ſedition. Spies and Informers 


are let looſe upon them as ſo many ferocious beaſts, and 


impriſonment, pillory, and tranſportation ſucceed. This 


pikture is not exaggerated, the times alas! are the belt 
proof of what I ſay, our ſituation becomes more and more 
gloomy every day, nor is there a ray of hope, till the peo- 
ple re-aſſume their original importance, and inſiſt on- their 
right to fair. and equal repreſemation. Unfortunately, 
lince the revolution of 1688, which may be ſaid to have 
been ſtifled in its cradle, Great Britain has been ctuelly 


diſtracted by two factions, commonly called Whigs and 
Tories, or the Oppoſition and Miniſtry, both of them 
equally indifferent about the happineſs of the people; 


both equally anxious for perſonal power and emolument. 
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The Miniſtry continually incroaching upon the liber 


i: Yo 


6 the 

of the citizens, increaſing the taxes and defending their line C 
own corruptions by deine pretexts of ſlate policy; hon 
Whilſt the Oppoſition are eternally bawling about liberty; ho? 
but alas ! liberty is with them an empty ſound- their ſole ed pe 
object being to procure places and penſions, to get poſſeſ. hever 
fion of the ſpoil : Hence a ſpirited writer has juſtly ob. an en 
ſerved, that * the lapſe of more than a century, and the cuſtor 
% accumulation of national grievances, have at length count 
« opened the eyes of a deluded people; they perceive iſtty, 
that juſtice is not to be expected from either party; the C; 
« that the whole of the conteſt is, which of two parties war 
« of public ſwindlers ſhall engroſs the whole of the plun. Brito 
% der to itſelf.“ it is cuſtomary for young men who difpra 
are not it! the pay of adminiſtration to range themſelves and ts 
immediately under the banners of the oppoſition, but oppol 
Lord George had too much foreſight not to petceive their meme 
in ſiduous deſigns, and too much integrity to be actuated comp; 
by mercenary or ambitious motives. Conſcious that re- and | 
form can originate ſolely in the people, feeling the im- 5 
poſſibility that a corrupt body ſhould ever reform itlell, 11 
he occupied a middle ſpace and oppoſed both with equal : is 
courage and perle verence. 43 1 
To uſe kis own language, 6 Ts the Houle of Com- their + 
* mons he had every day to reply, firſt to Lord North and not fi 
* the Miniſterial party; and then to Mr. Fox and Mr, but fr 
„ Burke, who uſed in thoſe days to make a great deal of rewar 
* noiſe in favour of petitions for the redreſs of griev- to the 
* ances. - I always doubted, cotitinued he, their ſincerity ed age 
in thoſe windy harangues. I thought they were no port t. 
« rea! friends to the people. I ſuſpected all along that armies 
„ they were uy making horſes of Mr, Wy vill and the an ade 
in off 


® Yorke' s Letter to Froſt, 


Lirr OF LORD G. GORDON: 9 
k Yorkſhiremen to ride into office upon; and to compaſs 
u the winning-poſts of the political race ground.“ This 
line of conduct excited ſurpriſe both in the people, to 
whom it was new, and in thoſe ſhallow Politicians 
who are dazzled with high- founding names; and fine turn- 
ed periods, It was above their comprehenſion, and will 
never be {uſiciently eſtimated till the reign df party is at 
an end. Surpriſed by ſuch conduR, the people were ac- 
cuſtomed to Tay, that there were three parties in the 
country, Whilſt he had a ſeat in Parliament, viz. the Min- 
ity, the Oppoſition, and Lord Geotge Gordon. '—When 
the Cabinet of St. James declared wat againft America, a 
war which like the preſent has ſullied the character of 
Britons, aud which they were obliged to abandon with 
diſprace, after incurring a debt which we cannot diſcharge, 
| and taxes Which we are inipoveriſhied to pay, Lord George 
oppoſed them with a firmneſs which does honour to his 
memory ; he uniformly deprecated a ſyſtem of blood and 
compared his Majeſty's Council to“ e peſtilence 
and Saroaton.” 


In the year 1778, het the Britiſh troops were batd 
preſſed by the Americans, and when it had been repeated- 
ly proved that the ſons of freedom were an over match 
for mercenary ſoldiers, who are prevailed on to butcher 
| their fellow creatures for four-pence a day, government, 
not from a liberality of ſentimeat or a tolerating ſpirit, 
but from the hopes of ſtrengthening their party, and as a 
reward for their attachment to arbitrary power, propoſed 
to the leaders of the Catholics to repeal the ſtatutes ena&t- 
ed againſt them; provided they would contribute to ſup- 
port the American war by entering into the flects and 
ares, —This propoſal was embraced with enthuſiaſm ;— 
an addreſs was immediately preſented to the King with 
a offer of their lives and fortunes, They conſequently 
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18 LITE OF LORD G. CORDOR, 
met with a moſt gracious reception at Court ; the Bi 
for repealing the penal ſtatutes in force againſt them 


Hurried through the Houſe—the Army and Navy hl 2 
new ſupplic?, and the Cabinet new vigour for proſecu. met 
ting an unhappy civil war. ih 

It has ever been our opinion that religion when ſupport, have 
ed by the ſlate is inconſiſtent with liberty, the degree g their 
danger being juſtin proportion to the influence of the Cler. ene 
gy, for © turn a chriſtian ſociety into an eſtabliſhed church, any p. 
* and it is no longer a voluntary aflembly for the worſhip obed 
* of God; it is a powerful corporation, full of ſuch ſulted 
by ſentiments, and paſſions, as uſually diſtinguiſh thoſe bo. doc ri 
* dies; a dread of innovation, an attachment to abuſes, media 
* a propenſity to tyranny and oppreſſion.— To this alliance catho] 
* of chriſtianity with civil power, is it owing that eccle. poi 
* ſiaſtical hiſtory preſents a chaos of crimes,”* But of alloct 
all efabliſhmenis none have been more fatal to the human wick. 
Tpecies than the church of Rome — even Robertſon, a aſtud 
keen advocate for monarchical government, and of courſe tons t 
no enemy to churches, allows, that it is“, a church which Th 
„ its warmeſt friends muſt admit, profeſſes many dofrines Their 
* which are a contradiQion to reaſon and a ſcandal to re. WM plaint 
© ligion—A church, whoſe fundamental principles pie. we ur 
„ pare and break the mind, for political ſervitude A te. he 
„ ligion whoſe very ſpirit, as well as practice, is perſecy- mon i 
„ ting, ſanguinary and encroaching.” + | thing 

To wha'ever cauſe however we attribute the relaxation contri 
of ſeverity in government towards the Engliſh Catholics, Wi lent ol 
at the time above mentioned, the nation was greatly alarm. culate 
ed; particularly the Preſbyterians, who whatever enthuſial Nest, 
tic religious notions they may entertain, have uniform) Mr t 

cate 


oppoſed the uſurpations of the church. It was by meg 


enlig 


# Pall on the Freedom of the Prefs. + Robertſon's Hiltory of Scale 1.4. 
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of this perſuaſion that the Stuarts were expelled from | 


Great Britain, a certain portion of our rights regained, and, 
omething, ſimilar to a government of law, eſtablithed, up- 
on the ruins of deſpotiſm ; but ſince the reſtoration, they 
have been ſuſpeRed of republicaniſm, the ſimplicity of 
their manners openly ridiculed, and their remonltranceg 
treated with contempt. They could not conceive why. 
any partiality ſhould be ſhewn to the advocates of paſſive 


obedience, in Preference to the Diſſenters, and they con- 


ſulted Lord George who had been ſtrictly educated in the 
dog rines ot Calviniſm. Numerous aſſociations were im- 


mediately formed throughout North Britain, to check the 


catholic influence beyond the Tweed. Lord George was 


zppointed their Preſident, and nothing but petitions and 


aſſociations were to be ſeen from John o'Groat's to Ber- 
wick, Government thought proper to receive them with 


aſtudied neglect, and Parliament paſſed from their peti- 


tions to the order of the day. 


The Scotch kv long been a much injured people. 
| Their muſic, which 1 is all of the melancholy kind, their 


| plaintive tone of voice, their thoughtful countenances 
are undeniable proots of the aſſertion. The Union may 
be laid to have ſealed their political death: for tho' a com- 
mon intereſt ought to unite the whole Ifland, yet no ſuch 
thing has yet taken place, It was an Union framed and: 


contrived by a tew unprincipied Nobles, without the con- 
ſent of the people, and, as might be expeſted was well cal- 
culated to pleaſe and promote the intereſted views of the 


great, but 10 render the poor more miſerable. Neverthe- 


leſs, they are in general a hardy 1ace of men, better edu- 


cated than any nation in Europe, and tho' not ſuſſiciently 


enlightened to perceive, or not bold enough to acknow. 


ledge the cauſe of their misfortunes, and to purſue the 
"C2 
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means of procuring redreſs, vet they differ from the Eng. # foc 
Jiſh in this, Placemen and Penſioners excepted, al agree. I 
ing that they are oppreſſed. Men under ſuch circumſtan. 1 to 
ces, when their paſſions are rouſed into action, gene:ally « im! 
proceed with perſevering courage. They remember the 1 ſon 
bloody executions of the Stuarts, and their imagination # ſhe 
_ figured ſomething more bloody ſtil When they under- „ En 
ſtood that their petitions were ſtig hted, they flew to arms, © Gr 
in the beginning of 1779, pulled down the chapels, 45 * nu 
g obtained by farce what the government had re ufd to jul. 1 fel 
tice. The Miniſtry, conſcious of their weakneſs, and au 
afraid to drive a brave people to deſpair, did not ventire "Er 
to proceed farther, and upon application from Lord Gorge „ mi 
aſſured them that the act would not be extended to North © an 
Britain, By this means, peace was reſtored to a diſtratt. « pe 
ed country. which always combines Popery with arbitrary « the 
power, and a general inſurrection was prevented. When 6 He 
the Engliſh Diſſenters, with their numerous adherents, : 
| Faw, that the Scotch, by their unanimity, had been ſuc- 
ceſsful, they became more bold, formed ſocieties, all over 
England, and the London Aſſociation ſent the following 
letier to Lord George Gordon; Lon. 
tt My Lord, A 
© It was unanimouſly reſolved, at a very numerous and retu 
„ reſpeQable meeting of the Proteſtant Aſſociation, held 
* this evening, that an immediate application ſhould be 
* made to your Lordſhip, requeſting you to become the 
% Preſident of this Aſſociation.— When we reflect on tht | 
noble zeal for the Proteſtant intereſt, which has ſo emi- 5 
% nently diſtinguiſhed your Lordſhip's parliamentary con- : 2 
* duct, and on the happy ſuccefs of the ſpirited oppoſiti- 8 
on made by our Proteſtant brethren in Scotland againſt T c] 
Popery, we are animated to hope that your Lordſhip - 


will not refuſe the Preſidentſhip of the Proteſtant Ale 
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& fociation in England.—Incloſed your Lordſhip w:ll re- 
„ce ive a copy of the Appeal, which we have publiſhed 
„to the people of Great Britain on this intereſling and 
important ſubject; and we cannot conceive any rea- 
« ſon as England and Scotland are united, why the Papiſts 


„ ſhould be entitled to greater privileges and favour in 


T England. than in the other part ok the kingdom of 
« Great Britain, —Yaur Lordſhip being Preſident of the 
® numerous Societies for ſupporting the Proteſtant inte- 
„ reſt in Scotland, we hope, that under your Lordſhip's 
* auſpices, as Preſident of the united Aſſociations of 
England and Scotland, ſuch wiſe and timely meaſures 
„ might be adopted, as would tend to preſerve our civil 
and religious liberties from the incroachments of Po- 


« pery; and form a national bulwark for the detence of 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of 


Hanover. | 
] am, my Lord, | 
© with the greateſt reſpect, your lager, to 8 


very humble Servant, 


92 JAMES F ISHER, Sc 
1 Nov. 12. 1779. 


At the next general meeting the following anſwer was 
returned by Lord George; 
Te Mr. JAMES FISHER, 


” Seeretary to the Proteſtant Aﬀociation, 
Sir, 


1 had the honor to receive your letter of the 12th, 


* communicating to me the unanimous requeſt of the Pro- 


* teſtant Aſſociation to become their Preſident, and en- 
** cloſing a copy of their Appeal to the People of Great 
Britain, in conſequence of the encouragement lately gi- 
* yen by Parliament to Popery in England,—I have not 
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14 LITE OF LORD . GORDON, 


*« the vanity to imagine myſelf ſufficiently qualified to ſup, 
* port the dignity of ſo exalted a ſtation as Preſident ; but 
you may aſſure the gentlemen of the Afociation that 
* they may command my utmoſt exertions for the Pioteſ. 
* tant Intereſt, till a more able and deſerving Preſident ix 
* pointed out.— The Popiſh Att being introduced in a 
* thin houſe, at the end of a ſeſſion. and palled without 2 
* public debate, the people of England had certainly no 
* fair opportunity given them to diſcover its dangers 
„tenden cy the miſchief was done before their eyes were 
© opened, It was not ſo with Scotland—Parliament did 
% hot venture to take ſucn liberty with the people ot that 
country. When the Scotch were appriſed of the de. 
* figns of government, the evil tendency of a Popiſh Ad 
* was diſcerned by all ranks of people. Their oppoſition 
* to it was firm, ſpirited, and conſtitutional, Their ſuc. 
* ceſs too was complete, for thoſe who had undertaken to 
* introduce the Popiſh Act into Scotland, abandoned their 
« cauſe with ſhame and diſgrace. As the appeal from the 
Aſſociation gives no account of the private proceedings 
of government with the Papifls, before their act was 
* brought into Parliament, I think it a duty I owe tlie 
public to ſubmit to their conſideration the following al- 
* Jeriions, which appear in the firſt edition of the Memo— 
„rial of the Roman Catholics, printed and ſold by J. P. 
„ Cochlan, Duke-Street, Groſvenor-Square: viz. 


„ Firſt, That one of his majeſly's judges in Scotland, 
* previous to any application from the Papiſts for a rejax- 
ation of the penal laws, made an overture to Bilnop 
* Hay, head of the Roman Catholic Clergy in Ediuburgs, 
* 10 know the ſentiments of the Papiſts in Scotland with 
* refpect to the American wat, Secondly, That the Pa- 
* piſts in Scotland embraced that opportunity with joy, to 
declare their attachment to their king, and their readi- 
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n nels to lerve both with their lives and fortunes, Third- 
„ly, That after Biſhop Hay's letter on that ſubject was 
« communicated to government, the affeir was made 
„Known to the Fngliih Papiſts. Fourthly, That their 
« ſentiments being the ſame with the Papiits in Scotland, 

« they entered into the ſame views, Fifthly, That an 
« affeftionate addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty, in the 
« name of the whole, and approved of by his majeſty, 
« Sixthly, That ſo encouraged, the Engliſh Papiſts appli- 
« ed to Parliament for a relaxation of ſome of the penal 
« ſtatutes. | Seventhly, T hat the repeal granted by Parlias 
« ment was an unlooked for event. Eightly, That the 
* repeal in England had ſolely originated from the Scotch 
„ Papiſts, Ninthly, That his Majeſty's officers had given 
* the Scotch Papifts repeated alſurances, both in public 
* and private, that whatever was then granted to the En- 
* gliſh Papiſts, ſhould, the very next ſeſſion of parliament, 


© be extended to Scotland. —Thefe, and other aſſertions, 


« ſtated in the ſame Memorial, alarmed rae exceedingly ; 


* but none more lo, than to ſee with what eagerneſs and 


* joy the Papiſts were willing to contribute their mite in 


* ſupport of an unhappy civil war, againſt the Proteſtants 
in America, It was very natural and politic in Biſhop 


Hay and the Popiſh Clergy, to take every poſſible advan- 


tage of the encouragement they met with, to propagate | 


* the doctrines of their religion; but it will be very diffi- 
cult to Juſtify the treatment which the Scotch Catholics 
* atterwards met with from Government; for they cer- 


"* tainly were entitled to equal favour with the Engliſh 


* Papiſts, as the repeal of the penal laws in England had 
* folely originated from the ſecret negociation of the 
* treaty with the Scotch Judge, 


* I have every reaſon to hope the grand objects of our 


* Aſſociation will be obtained; tor I pelicye che Petitions 
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4 of the Proteſtants throughout England will be very ne 
© merous and ſpirited; as ſoon as your Appeal is generally 
* diſperſed; but, if the Afﬀociation ate under any apyre, 
* henſions of the Petitions of the Engl:ſh being neg eciel 
* by Parliament, I can take the liberty of ſoliciting a com. 
< peerance of the people of Scotland, whoſe fupport 
„might prove of effettua! ſervice to the cauſe at the pre. 
« font crifis.-—=I truſt that coolnels and temper in the 
proceedings of the Aſſociation will ſoon demon !trate to 


* the Roman Catholics that we are far from being poſſeſſ. 


« edof a perſecuting diſpoſition z and I hope the atten. 


„tion of Parliament to the Petitions 0: Engliſhmen will 
be ſo vefy reſpectful and prudent, as not to raiſe the 
* apprehenſions of the tower claſſes of the people. Hal 
* the addreſſes of the provincial Synods in Scotland been 
« duly reſpected, and attended to, the houſes and chapels 
of the Scotch Papiſts would never have ſuffered by che 
« reſentment of an enraged populace. The Roman Catho- 
« fics muſt know as well as we do, that Popery when en- 
* couraged by Government, has always been dangerous to 
* the liberties of the people; and ſince they themſelves 
have been fo candid in their memorial as to acknowledge 
** that the repeal of the penal laws againſt them was an un- 
„looked for event, and that their application to Parlid. 
* ment was in conſequence of the encouragement they 
„met with, and not from any ſevere execution of the 
* penal laws, I really think they cannot in their conſci- 
* ences blame the Pro.eftants in applying to Parliament 
* for a complete reitoration of thoſe ſtatutes which pre- 
e ſerved their liberties from the laſt revolution to the pre- 
* ſent ill mened era,—It will give me great happineſs, in 
compliance with your requeſt, to unite the Allociauors 
* of England and Scotland, and to obtain, by our conſtitu— 
tional exertions, the-repeal of a Popiſh AR, ſo pernict 
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u ous in its tendency to tbe civil and religious liber ties 


of theſe kingdoms. 
J am, Sir, with the greateſt leg, 
« your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 
W-lbecksStreet, Nov. 19. „G. GORDON,” 


Soon after the receipt of this anſwer, they drew up a 
petition to Parliament, and the Preſident, at the head of the 
committee, waited upon Lord North requeſting him to 
preſent and ſupport it: which the latter declining, it was 


reſolved that Lord George ſhould immediately apply to 


the Scotch for aſſiſtance, and that the petition ſhould lie 
open for ſignatures. In the mean time, they took care 
to ſtrengthen their party by awakening the paſſions of the 
people and opening a correſpondence with all the popu- 
lous towns in Great Britain and Ireland. Government, 


2s well as the Catholics were alarmed : and Lord Petre in 


the name of the latter, endeavoured to gain over Lord 
George to his cauſe, by aſſuring him, *** that the Petiti- 
oners were a mean ſet of people: that it was owing to 
him that they had become of conlequence: that if he 
would withdraw, they would ſoon dwindle away: that his 
abilities and induſtry would give weight to any party: that 


the Roman Catholics had a great regard for him and wiſh- 


ed him to be informed on the ſubject; and that it had 
been determined at a late conſultation in Paris, that they 
were ſafe in taking the new oath of allegiance:” and in- 
treated him, if he would not withdraw from the Aſſo— 
citation, to uſe his influence to poſtpone preſenting the 
petitions, and not to move ſor a repeal of the bill for five 
years ;—and then, at that period, to move for a repeal ds. 
vided he thought they had made an improyer ule of it.“ 


To which Lord George replied, © that however mean 


. 1 rom Lord George to the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 
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thoſe concerned in the Proteſtant Aſſociation s might a 
pear to his Lordſhip, he believed there were many among 
them, who afted from principle, as he did himſelf; ang 
that though he had been miſinlormed reſpeRing his abili. 
ties, which were but moderate, and could be of little uſe 
to any party, yet he could aſſure him, that there were men 
of the firſt abilities in Europe amongſt them—That his 
withdrawing from the Engliſh Proteſtants, (which he would 
not do) might be of no ſervice to his Lordſhip's views; 


for heated as mens minds were upon the ſubje&, there 


would probably ſpring up ſome Wat Tyler, or a Maſſanello, 
who would not have patience with government; and 
might very poſhbly chuſe, trom motives of ambitior,, to 


embroil the nation in a civil war, That he was alarmed 


at the reſolution of the Council at Paris, whieh could not 
be accounted for otherwiſe than by diſpenſation from the 


| Pope—That it was probable he might not be in Parlia. 


ment at the end of five years, and that he was indiſpenſi. 
bly bound to do his duty whilſt he had a ſeat therein,” 
The converſation laſted ſeveral hours, and when Lord Pe. 
tre, finding that nothing could make him deviate from 
what he thought was right, ſaid, in retiriog, chat“ he Was 
afraid riots might happen on preſenting the Petition.“ 


Soon after this interview with Lord Petre, Lord George 


waited upon Mr. Burke, with whom he was then intimate. 


ly acquainted, and whom he conſidered as the parliamen- 
tary agent of the Roman Catholics; but when Mr. Burke 
underſtood that Lord Petre's negociation was broke off, 
the friendſhip of many years was ſacrificed in an inſtant, 
and no familiarity ever alter ſubſiſted between them. 


Matters were nov drawingto a criſis. All the great towns 
fent deputations to London: the people expected ſome- 
ching deciſive to happen, and thought liberty was about 
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to be eſtabliſned on a ſolid baſis, or to receive its death 
blow. HAY 

Lord George went to St. James's, and after procuring 
an audience with his Majeſty, bolted the door very delibe- 
ntely, and in a ſolemn tone reminded him, that“ the 
houſe of Stuart had been baniſhed from the Throne for 
encouraging Popery and arbitrary power; and requeſted 
that he would order his miniſters to ſupport the Proteſtant 


Petitions.” The King replied, © I have taken no part in 


the late bill; Parliament did it.” Lord George deſired 
him to recolle& © that he had taken a part, and a very 
capital part too, by giving his royal aſſent to it:“ and add- 
ed, © it would appear that the private correſpondence be- 
tween one of his Majeſty's Judges and the popiſh Biſhop, 
had been carried on, ſor the diabolical purpoſe of of arm- 
ing the Papiſts againſt the Colonies in America ;—and not 
from any enlightened views of the legiſlature, as was falſe- 
ly and baſely trumpeted forth by the orators in both 
houſes. of Parliament, and by the Parſons in their pulpits.”” 
His Majeſly declared, that“ he had not been privy to 
any ſecrer tranſaction of that nature.” Lord George men- 
tioned the Judge's name, and ſaid “ the judges are the mir- 
ror by which the King's image is reflected.“ The King 


evaded giving a direct anſwer, ſaid ** he was a Proteſtant,” 


and enquired particula:ly reſpefting his relations in Scot- 
land. Lord George thanked the King, and vbſerved, as 
* he had no requeſt to make, nor any favor to aſk for him- 
ſelf, he hoped his Majeſty would excuſe him for returning 
tothe queſtion, which he had not anſwered, viz. whether 
he would or wauld not direct his confidential ſervants, to 
ſupport the Petition?“ The King replicd, © I am no way 
| pledged in the buſineſs.” Lord George aſked, © if from 
that expreſſion he was to underſland, chat he declined 


ſpeaking to- Lord North on the tube?” The King bow- 
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20 III E OF LORD G. GORDON, 


ed his aſſent ſeveral times without ſpeaking a word, on 
which Lord George retired from the Cabinet, Several 
other interviews took place, but nothing material waz af. 
fected. His integrity was aſſailed in various ways, bribes 
threats and promiles were alternately made uſe of; and 
Lord North, a few days prier to the riots, waited upon 
him in Welbeck-Street, and, after much couttly addrefs, 
ſaid © he had a meſſage to communicate from his Majel. 
and propoſed his acceptance of a * large ſum of mo. 
ney, and a leading fituation in pariiament, provided he 
would deſert the Aſſociations.” Lord George replied, 
that he was much obliged to his Majeſty for his gractou; 
intention, but that he would neither accept of a ſum of 
money, nor have any connection with Government, whilit 
Lord North was Miniſter, or ſuch arbitrary meaſures 
were purſued,” 


Signatures to the petition were at this period multiply. 
ing very faſt, the people were greatly diſſatisfied, and upon 
the 29th of May it was almoſt unanimouſly reſolved 
that they ſhould meet in a body in St. George's Fields. 


Upon the 2d of June, a vaſt crowd of people aſſembled. 


dreſſed in their beſt cloths, with blue cockades and colours 
flying, and the words“ NO POPERY ' inſcribed on their 
bats. Lord George arranged them in four diviſions and 
took up his ſtation in the centre of the Scotch, who were 


_ diſtinguiſhed by martial muſic ; and after haranguing them 


and recommending good order and firmneſs, he repaircd 
to the Houſe of Commons, followed by more than Sixty- 
Thouſand men. The whole city was amazed, the houle 
tops were covered with ſpectators and every perſon waited 
the event with anxious expectation. They arrived in good 
order at the houſe, and Lord George moved to have the 
bill repealed immediately, and was ſeconded by Alderman 
Bull ſupported by ſeveral other members. Mr. Burke 
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and the miniſtry endeavoured to reflect odium upon the 
Petitioners, by repreſenting them as the refuſe of the 
people,; and a contemptible minority.” To which Lord 
George replied, that they were ſufficiently numerous to 
line the way from St, Zames's to W hulehall,” The Com. 
mons, perceiving themſelves thus beſieged, wiſhed to avoid 
the diſgrace of being forced, and propoſed to adjourn the 
Houſe, but Lord George preſſed them to proceed. The 
people became clamorous, voctfirating ** repeal, repeal,” 
upon which Lord George went to the gallery that looks 
into the lobby and addreſſed them: — read the Coronation 
Oath, and declared“ he was of opinion that his Majeſty 
had violated it, and was in the ſame predicament with 
James JI. after the abdication,” —entreared them to be 


fim, mentioned the conduct of the Scotch, and informed 


them that“ the miniſtry propoſed calling on the military, 


but it was too raſh a ſtep to be hazarded, beſides the military 


were generally diſaflected“ 


In the mean time, a croud of vagabonds mingled them» 


ſelves with the peaceable citizens, treated the members 


very roughly, and inſulted the peers. The biſhops bad 


their hats and wigs pulled off, aud ſeveral, after being drag- 


ged from their carriages, with difficulty ſaved their lives. 
The populace called upon Lord George to know whether 
they ſhould go home; but he cautiouſly waved the queſ- 
tion, and told them that © probably the ſeſſions would 
ſoon break up and their petition be loſt for ever.”—At 


length the guards arrived; when the petitioners retired 
peaceably, tho“ diſſatisfied, and the ſenate was relieved 


from a truly perilous ſituation. But the mob ſoon after 
aſſembled in various parts of the town, and demoliſhed the 
catholic chapels, after burning every tbing they contain- 
ed. For many days, a dreadful vengeance threatened the 
guilty city, the magiſtrates, as is uſual in times of danger, 
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were feeble and ifactive, and every thing was at the dif. 
poſal of force; the great Law-Lords who had been long 
uſed to pronounce the moſt cruel ſentences on their un. 
jortunate fellow creatures, were menaced with juſt retr;. 
bution, and thoſe obnoxious to the people, were obliged 
to conſult their ſafety in flight, and a certain great Perſon. 
age is ſaid to have prepared for quitting England. Al 
the prifons were pulled down and their inhabitants ſet at 
liberty, Lord George was carried in triumph by the mul. 
titude, and nothing preſented itſe?t to the aſtoniſhed ſpec- 
tator but devouring flames, It is certain, that he, who af. 
terwards dragged a painful exiſtence, in a loathfome Gaol, 
might have then vverturned the government, and founded 
a conſtitution agreeable to the wiſhes and true intereſt of 
the people—a hundred thonſand men were ready to exe. 
cute his orders, and miniſters trembled for their perſonal 
ſaféty. The unprincjpled lawleſs banditti, who commen- 
ced the riots, were miſcreants ſet on foot by French agent; 
for at that time, France was governed by a perfidious king, 
Lord George was an enemy to plunder and devaſtation, 
he was ſhocked with the violence of their proceedings ; 
and thoſe exceſſes which government afterwards laid to his 
charge, undoubtedly ſaved them from deſtruction; for 
the timerous and thoſe unaccuſtomed to revolutionary 
movements, withdrew, whilſt adminiſtration had time tv 
recover from their panic, and to rally their deſponding 
forces. I have already obſerved that the rioters proceed- 
ed from excels to exceſs, without order or deſign, nor 
were the Miniſtry anxious to ſtop them in the beginning— 
they hate all popular aſſemblies, and hoped to prevent 
them in future by diſguſting the people with their pro- 
ceedings. They ſucceeded in part, and ſince the yea 
1780 they have governed as they pleaſe, —but they had 
nearly carr:ed their deception too far, for before the con- 
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cyfion, ſomething more ſerious than individual reſent- 
meat was intended. It is ſuppoſed that whoever is maſter 
of the bank and the tower, will ſoon become maſter of tha 
ity, and whoever is maſter ot the city will ſoon be maſ- 
ter of Great Britain ; with this belief, a plan was laid to 
ſeize them both, and to bring the matter at Gnce to a cri- 
s. But before this daring project could be put in exe- 
cution, the military, ſeconded by the nulitia, fired upon 
the people, a dreadful carnage enſued ; they were obhged 
to yield to ſuperior force and their hopes were entirely 


fruſtrated. 


Lord George was in conſequence of this defeat, imme- 
diately arreſted and conveyed to the tower, by a large de- 
tachment of horſe, under a charge of high treaſon, The 
Secretary to the Aſſociation was like wife taken up, but in 
conſequence of information which he gave, he was ſoon 
after diſcharged, and is ſufpected to have obtained even 
ſomething more than his liberty. The Committee fled, or 


months, conſtantly guarded by men with drawn ſwords— 
all his letters were opened and even pen ink and paper 
were denied him. For ſeveral months none of his friends 
could be admitted to him, without aa order from the Se- 


permiſſion from the Governor of the tower; but not- 
withſtanding the injunftions of the cabinet, he found 
means to elude their vigilance, A gentleman in the tower, 


was the faithful bearer of his correſpondence. By him 
he learnt that a majority of the Engliſh were intereſted in 
his fate, and that the Scots, were unanimous in his favour. 
His conneQions were watched with an inquilitorial eye, 
leveral were confined for correſponding with him, be fare 


— 


remained inactive and peace was reſtored to the city, 
whilſt He ſuffered a rigorous impriſonment for eight 


cretary of State, and afterwards it was neceſſary to obtain 


whom it is not ſafe to name, offered him his ſervice, and 
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they ſuppoſed it to be dangerous, and amiong the reft 4 
celebrated Republican at Dundee, where the tree of li. 
her ty has been lately planted, After ſome months con. 
finement, they began to relax a little from their rigou 
and he was allowed to ſake an airing on the ramparts eye. 
ry day.— In his walk he happened to fal! in with Citizen 
Laurens who had bee n preſident of the Congreſs in Ame. 
rica, and who, on his way to Holland, in quality of Miniſ. 
rer Plenipotentiary had been taken priſoner by the Eng. 
Iiſh—A converſation on the ſtare of public affairs imme. 
diately took place. The circumſlance reached St. James's 
and Laurens was deprived of the little liberty he before 
enjoyed. A gloomy filence had ſucceeded Lord George's 
impriſonment, whilſt ſuſpicion and anxiety were viſible 
in every countenance. The politics of both hemiſpheres 
depended on his acquittal, and Britain was more agitated 
about his fate, than regenerated France has lately been 
about the lives of his cruel perſecutors, the perjured 


4 


Alt length the 5th of February arrived, when he was 


conveyed from the Tower to the Court of King's Bench. 
The firects were lined with Coaches and the crowd was 
immenſe, Kenvon and Erſkine were his principal coun. 
ſel. He entered the Hall elegantly and appropriately drel- 
ſed in a ſuit of black velvet : his deportment was firm and 
undaunted, and as a proof of the tranquillity of his mind, 
in challenging the Jury, he objetted, with a pleaſant ſmile 
to a rope maker, © becauſe he was intereſted by profeſſion.” 
The trial continued during twenty hours, and much legal 


ability was diſplayed on both fides. Lord Mansfield in 


ſummoning up the evidence, zngenonſly paſſed over whit 
was moſt favourable to the Priſoner, when Lord George 
perceiving the artiſice immediately reprimanded him. The 
Tury withdrew and in about half an hour returned with 
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Thee is reaſon to believe that adminiſtration were dif: 
pleaſed with the verdiR, for tho' it would have been dana 
gerous to have puniſhed him, for what the people thought 
a virtue; yet it would have gritified their vanity to have 
N ſent him a pardon, and to have appeared à ctuated by hu- 
manity in the opinion of thoſe who were unacquainted 
vith the real motives of theit actions: Be that as it may 
iniverfal joy ſucceeded, expreſſes were ſent to. the moſt 
diſlant parts of the nation, and illuminations atid bonfires 
announced the joyful news. Wherever he went the ring- 
ing of bells announced his ari ival, and deputations came 
to meet him with the freedom of their cities. Bis correſ- 


ſew plans of reform were undertaken without his advice: 
The Proteſtant Aſſociation unanimouſly approved his con- 
duct, and in teſtimony of the regard and reſpe& in which 
they held him, I ſhall ſubjoin their addreſs upon his 
8 1caroed 


To the Right Hon, LORD GEORGE GORDON; | 


THE ADDRESS OF | 
THE PROTESTANT ASSOCIA TION, 


« My Lord, 
Called upon by the dictates of duty | and gratitude, 


* which fill the hearts of the whole body of the Pfotefiznt 
* preſent to your Lordſhip our moſt | ſincere and cordial 


* tant trial. 


© to meet your rial with ſuch manly fortitude and intre- 
E. 


pondence extended over every quarter of the Globe; and 


| 2nd in juſtice towards ourſelyes, and to the ſentiments 
* of affectionate attachment, and unfeigned veneration, 


* Aﬀociation ; it is with inexpreſſible pleaſure, that we 


* congratulations; upon the happy iſſue of your impor- | 


We magnify the divine goodneſs, which enabled you 
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© ſhip's honourable acquittal has given, is as remarkable as 


_ 5* ſelf at our head, We had abundant proofs not only 


e p;dity, and to go through it with ſuch aſtoniſhing calm. 
* neſs and compoſure of mind, and ſuch amazing attention 
* and recollection, as appeared in the laſt period of that 
* affefting ſcene, 


% Having, your Lordſhip may be aſlured, ſhared deeply 
* in all your pains and anxieties, we now rejoice in the 
* unſhaken virtue of an honeſt and intelligent Jury of 
** Engliſhmen, who put an end to the hardſhips of your 
** Lordſhips confinement, and delivered you from all the 
1 a of a proſecution, terrible to the pureſt inno- 
cence. 


„The joy we feel derives a particular reliſh from this, 
* that it is not confined to us, or to the body which we 
* repreſent; but is univerſal among all ranks and orders 
of people, The general ſatisfaction which your Lord. 


< the viſible anxiety for your ſafety, which manifeſted it 
* ſelf in every place while your life was in jeopardy, No. 


* thing but prudent diſcretion, and a well-judged reſpett «.\ 
for your Lordſhip, prevailed upon your friends to abſtain 6 but 
* from the uſual public demonſtrations of joy; that they int 
* might not, in this inſtance, be confounded with the un- « 2p; 
e ruly effects of a turbulent licentiouſneſs, which has too 40 
* often affronted decency, and interrupted the quiet of FM 
e theſe cities, upon occaſions of pretended popularity, to 1 
40 - | | WD: Tag 
which the preſent bears no reſemblance. « eq 
We were witneſſes to your Lordfhip' s uniform, order- « t0 
« ly, loyal, and conſtitutional deportment, in the chanae- ve 
* ter by which, in condeſeenſion to our requeſt, you be- * fu] 
* came related to the Proteſtant Aſſociation, when yu « [yy 
* nobly ſtood forth in the Proteſtant cauſe, and put you!r- ou 
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« among ourſelves, but in the whole tenor of your Lord. 
« ſhip's public conduct, of an uncorrupt integrity of heart 
«and purity of intentions. We perceived among the 
„leading features of your character, ſuch a ftri& regard 
to the bonds of conſcience, and the obligations of virtue, 

s morality, and religion, as at this day makes an honour- 
« able diſtinttion in your ſuperior rank and ſtation of lite, 
« We were fully perſuaded, by every thing that fell under 
«our obſervation, of your Lordfhip's ſteady regard for the 
* true intereſt and welfare of your country, of your firm 
« attachment to the principles of the glorious Revolution 
« and our happy conſtitution, of your zeal for the Proteſ- 
tant intereſt; and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the Crown 
in the illuſtrious family upon the Throne; which, when 
« maintained in that inſeparable union, that the fundamen- 
« tal laws of the kingdom have joined them, we conſider, 
as our fathers before us did, to be, under God, the great 
* bulwark of the civil and religious rights. and liberties ot 
* theſe nations. 


« With ſuch impreſſions upon our minds, we could not 
* but be, and we always were confident of your Lordſhip's, 
* innocence; and that no accuſation that could be brought 
* againſt you, would be e with truth and fair 
* evidence. 


We have undoubted proof that the late horrible out- 
" rages, in the guilt of which it has been unjuſtly attempt- 
ved to involve your Lordfhip, were begun by. the Papiſts, 
to throw an, odium on, the Prateſtant Aſſociation: and 

* we doubt not but they were conſummated, in, the dread- 
ful extent of devaſtation, to which they proceeded, by 
* nt incendiaries, ſet on by the ſpies and emiſſaries of 
i our national enemies, It is to us a great comfort, that 

not one Proteſtant Petitioner of forty four thouſand, Was 
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, apprehended, tried, convicted, executed, or killed amon 

the rioters ; while under every one of theſe predica. 
% ments Papiſts are to be found. So far God, in his pro. 

« yidence, appeared to wipe away all ſuſpicion from the 
« -Proteſtant Aſſociation, and to plead your Lordlhip', 


„ caiiſe, by a ſtriking and almoſt miraculous ht of pub. 
Lie 110toriety, 


„% We are happy i in the rech ige, chat . in our 
** power. was omitted to turn to eſſect the means of ſup. 
porting the juſtice of your Lordſhip's caſe. In this We 
e atied from the heart. We owed it to your Lordſhip, 
2a ourſelves, and to the honour of the cauſe we are en. 


* gaged.in, We alſo think qurſelves greatly obliged tg 


** thoſe who had the more immediate charge of your de. 


** lence, for their, zeal and aſſiduity; and to the many 


** honourable. and worthy perſons, of every rank and fla, 
* tion, who, from a regard to juſtice and humanity, ge. 
é nerouſly and voluntarily ſtood forth, to give information 
and evidence of. facts material to your Juſtification; a 
66 - multitude of which came to light in a very ſurpriling 
** manner, 


But to God bimſelf we aſcribe all the glory of your 
i Lordſhip's deliverance; and we hope we may, without 
* enthuſiaſm, conſider 1 it as a ſignal mark of his protection 


* and appearance for. the cauſe of truth, and a gracious 


66 anſwer to the many fervent prayers which were put up 
ts in behalf of your Lordſhip, and are now ſucceeded by 
„ thankſgivings and prailes, for the great ſalvation the Al 


mighty has wrought for you by his own hand. 


The ſame gracious Gad who covered your head in 
** the day of danger, is able amply to repay whatever 18 
+ done or ſuffered in his ſervice, We truſt your Lord- 
* ſhip will never think you can ſerye a better maſter, I. 


wr 


65 


-& 


PUR 


„ dens, 
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«js our earneſt wiſh that he may honour you to be an 


u eminent inſtrument in his hand, of advancing his cauſe 
«and intereſt in the world —of promoting the real advang 
« tage of your country —-and the general happineſs of 


« mankind. Encouraged by the promiſing pledges of 
« your early years, we pleaſe ourſelves with the flattering 


« expeQation, that your Lordſhip will ever eſteem it the 


© nqbleſt ambition, the trueſt greatneſs, and the brighteſt 
„character, to ſhine as a good man, à good citizen, a fin. 
 cere ghriſtian, and a real patriot. 


« Pardon us, my Lord, if we intereſt ourſelves, in the 
« warmeſt manner, in your Lordſhip's future happineſs 
and honor. We can with the moſt ſolemn truth ſay 
« « the vows ol God are upon us” on your account; aud 
„we ſhall. ever render praiſes to him, becauſe be has 


4 delivered your ſoul from death :** Our confidence alſo 
# is, that he will at all times“ deliver your feet from fal- 


„ling,“ that you may walk before Godin the light of 
„the living,“ May the richeſt bleſſings of providence 
* and grace be your portion and inheritance ! and may the 


Divine Goodneſs never forſake your noble Family and 


Relations, whoſe tender ſympathy and aſſection have 
* been. ſo anxiouſly. employed, to ſoften your ,diſtreſs and 
# extricate you from danger! Let not any turther ſervice 
* we can do be unacceptable.to your Lordſhip; and per- 
mit us to aſſue you, that nothing ſhall be wanting in our 
* power, to alleviate your ſufferings, or lighten your bur- 


0 By order of the Committee, 


Jour fon Fob 17 17h; JOSHUA BANGS, Sc.” 
To which bis Lordſhip returned. the f ollowing anſwer: 


al Gentlemen, 


#1] have the livelieſt ſenſe of the Divine mercy, by 


30 LIFE OP LORD G, GORDON: 


„% which 1 enjoy the happineſs of meeting you again in 


*, ſuch agreeable Circumſtances, Nothing can efface from 


* my mind the obligations I owe you for your ſteady 
* mn and the laborious ſervic you ſo chearfully 

went through for my ſake, when by my ſituation in Pri. 
* ſon, I was unable to do any. thing for my own ſafety 
and protection. I am alſo exceedingly ſenſible of h 
* humanity and zeal of all thoſe who any ways co-ope. 
*.rated with your excrtions in my behalf. | 


„ have great reaſon- fo be thankful to Cod for the ſup. 
* port he afforded me during my long confinement, and 


* that He did not for ſake me in the moſt awful moment 
* of 1 my te, 


Whatever the neceſſities of a proſecution ſuch as J 
% have undergone, may have required from the Conduc- 
« tors of it, 1 perſuade myſelf, that no one who knows 
me can ſuſpeft, I had any concern in thoſe execrable 
* doings with which it has been attempted to connect me. 
„None can regret or abhor them more than I do. Had 
* not the Court very harſhly denied me the opportunity I 


* truſted to, and which I was informed could not be refu- 


* ſed me, to ſay a word for my life, 1 ſhould. before that 
N « upright and manly Jury, in whoſe hands it was, have 
called the Great God to witneſs, that I was as innocent 
* a: any ot themſelves of thoſe diſgraceful outrages, which 


from my. very heart I deteſt, and the idea of which, 


©* ſhocks my principles as well as my feelings. Whoever 
« were the authors or promoters of ſuch infernal plots, ! 


e rejoice exceedingly, that the Proteſtant Aſſociation are 


9 pure from the ſtain. "© od 


oh highly value the W opinion you ſo obligingly 
* entertain of me; and the engaging manner in which you 
* take ſuch an intereſt in my welfare, is an additional tie 


PQ .D. WW 
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t6 upon me to purſue ſuch a conduct as may not forfeit the 
b eſteem of any good man. 1 21080 


« Accept, Gentlemen, of my warmeſt thanks for your 
« affectionate, Congratulations, The good wiſhes you ex- 
« preſs for my Family and Relations, to whoſe tender 
« ſympathy I am ſo much indebted, you may believe gives 
me particular pleaſure. 


« There needs nothing more than my own experience, 
« togive me the fulleſt confidence in your generous good 
« will, I feel the weight of gratitude you lay upon me; 
* and if any thing I have done, or ſuffered, can be a pledge 
« for my future life, I hope you will never have cauſe to 
2 withdraw your regard, or repent of your kindneſs. 

| | wall © CURDON: i 
Welbeck Street, Feb. 1 7 1781, 
| Few events in the annals of Britain have excited more 
attention than the riots of 1780, and perhaps none are in- 
volved in greater darkneſs. Many Advocates for reform, 
from a dread of anarchy and plunder, have decided too 
raſhly, on the ſubje &, and as the Newſpapers are either in 
the pay of adminiſtration, or under the influence of factious 
Partizans, no pains have been ſpared to blackenchis Char- 
alter, and to expoſe him to popular contempt and hatred thro* 
the medium of prejudice. They in part ſucceeded, for an ho- 
neſt individual has no chance in contending with a phalanx 
of Placemen, Penſioners, and Expettants ; ſecret ſervice 
money is profulely ſcattered to calumniate virtue: And 
bence the true Patriot is often ſacrificed to the . Je ef- 
forts ok malice and corruption. 


On the fifth of September 1781, Lord George at the ſo- 
licitation of a reſpeQable body of the Livery of London 
was nominated a Candidate for the City, and the aſſociati- 
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on to the number of four thouſand promiſed him their i 


tereſt and ſupport. Inſtantly every Miniſterial tool was in 
motion, bribes; threats, and promiſes were laviſhed 
in profuſion—a meeting of Lo1d George's Friends were 
ſummoned at the Pauls Head Tavern Cateaton-ſtreet, into 


which, Alderman Wooldridge and a number of King and 


Conſtitution men intruded themſelves. The Alderman be- 


gan an indecent harangue ſaying he would fruſtrate all 


Lord George Gordon's bufineſs for that night;  and,afiift. 


ed by his mercenaries, turned every thing into confuſion, 
threw down the tables and candles and broke the 268 &c. 
Lord George, from triotives of delicacy was abſent: the 


Lord Mayor was ſent for, but the riot was ſo 2 a8 en. 


duced his Friends to adjourn. Next morning the folloy. 
ing note vas received from the Lord Mayor. 


*The Lord Mayor prefents his Compliments to > Lord 
- George Gordon, and begs leave to aſſure lus Lordſhip, 
that he heard, with infinite concern, that there was ſome 
* diſreſpe& ſhewn ta Lord George at the meeting at the 


© Pauls Head laſt night, by ſome perſons who were in the 


i ntereſt of the Lord Mayor. Mr. Alderman Turner and 
another Gentleman waited on his Lordſnip and his Com- 


* mittee laſt night at the Pauls Head (and were there in- 


formed that his Lordſhip was gone) to expreſs the Lord 
% Mayor's diſapprobation 1 in the ſtrongeſt terms of ſuch 
7 Improper conduct. 


Lord George as well as the Lord Mayor - muſt be ex* 
tremely ſenſible that great caution fhould be obſerved to 
* reſtrain the indiſcretion of ſome zealous friends, 


© Manfion Houſe, Tueſday Morning. 


Lord George will excule the hurry 1 in which thi i 


py 00 wrote. 8 
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Lord George immediately returned the following an- 
_— | 
* My Lord, 
« ] have juſt now had the honour to receive your Lord- 
« ſhip's very obliging note, and aſſure your Lordſhip I 
«am ſorry you ſhould feel the ſmalleſt concern at any 
« thing that was ſaid, laſt night at the Pauls Head, by per- 
ſons whom you ſuppoſe in your intereſt, 


01 have had the honour to receive great civilities frota 
« your Lordſhip on different occaſions: and I know your 
 politenels and gentlemanlike manners tov well, to 
i ſuppoſe for an inſtant, that any thing diſingenious or un- 
* worthy could at all meet with your approbation. 


As no apology was neceſſary from your Lordihip, I 
have the pleaſure to regard your Lordſhip's note, as a 
* freſh inſtance of your attention and ee good wiſhes 

towards me, i | 


am ſorry that Mr. Alderman Turner and another 
i gentleman had the unneceſſary trouble of waiting upon 
* me, and the worthy Committee who are ſo kind as to 
conduct the buſineſs of my election. I agree with your 
* Lordſhip, that it is my duty as Preſident of the Proteſt- 
„ant Aſſociation, as well as your Lordſhip's duty as a 
Lord Mayor of the Proteſtant Matropolis, to obſerve the 
* greateſt caution, and to reſtrain indiſcretion in ourſelyes 
as well as in others have the honoi to be. 


& My Lord 
& Your Lordſhip's moſt TAY Pn and. 
Humble Servant 


Welbeck 3 Tueſday morning. 6. GORDON.” 


The Committee made an appeal t to the public and "for 


lating the matter, as related above, concluded in theſe 
words: 


B 
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This, Gentlemen, is the ſimple. unadorned fact; no. 
6 « thing i is exaggerated, nothing 1 is ſet down in malice, 
© This appeal is made to you, that you ſtay enquire who 
* were the authors, abettors, or inſtruments in this attack 
on your ſacred liberties. This you are called upon todo 


* immediately : this riot may be a prelude to a repetition 


* of the juſtly execrated buſineſs of Brentford. —Zalf and 
M. Quirk may be ſtill alive. 


„Which of the candidates theſe riotous gentlemen are 


** friends to, it is your buſineſs to diſcover. The Lord 


% Mayor and his friends have diſclaimed all connection 
* with them: and you have a right, and ought to demand 
sa clear and decided proof of innocence from one or the 


0 other, for both cannot be i innocent, 


The Man, who dared, thus ike the laws of his 


"0 5 and inſult the deareſt liberties of his fellow 


* citizens, has but ſmall pretenſions to your ſuffrages, and 
gives you every reaſon to expect. that he may prove à 
66 * deſtroyer, nota guardian of. your dear bought privileges, 


„ 
n 


But, gentlemen what muſt. we think of the man, Lord 
+ George Gordon, thus attacked? His enemies tacitly 
* tell you, that they have not a ſingle thing they can ob- 
« je&t againſt him. To your judgments they would have 


. ** appealed, had they any accuſations to have brought 


<* againſt him, Happy for the man who is ſuch a char- 
* acter, that the keen eye of envy can diſcover no failing! 
* happy ! happy ! will that city be, who has ſuch a man 
to repreſent them in Parliament wy 


They who have attended to the late riots at Birming: 
bam, Cambridge, and Mancheſter, &c, will have little dif- | 
ficulty 1 in deciding who were the inſtigators of the diſtur- 


bance in Cateaton-ſtreet. Miniſterial hirelings are per- 
ſefily verſed in the arts of loyalty ; well knowing the pro- 


In 


men 
| po 
; liten 
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per moments for inſulting ſuch peaceable and well diſpo- 
ſed citizens as act inimically to their views, Theſe heroes 
arrogantly boaſt their ebulitions of /oyalty, with the cry of 
King and Conſlitution, and down with Republicans, as an 
apology ſor the moſt criminal and deſperate exceſſes, but 
they may find themſelves. miſtaken, for the day feems to be 
faſt approaching when they will have to account to an in- 
jured public, for their uſurpations, their ET and their 
crimes, 


Elections i in London, which! may be called the grand The- 
are of bribery and corruption, are attended with great ex. 
pence, and his fortune was but very moderate : five thou. 
land pounds which had been accumulated, during his mi- 
nority, and conſiderable ſums that had been collected for 
im in different places were expended on his trial, or in 
diſſeminating patriotic publications. The whole weight 
of government was placed in the oppeſite ſcale, his friends 
vere inſulted and his perſon was in danger. From theſe 
circumſtances he declined ſtanding the poll; but he did 
| not deſiſt from oppoſing adminiftration ; a change of ſer- 
vants was not ſufficient to impoſe upon his judgment, and 
in conſequence of an application from the Committee the 
vecretary of State wrote him the tollowing Not@ 


„Lord Shelburne preſents his compliments to Lord 
Ip * George Gordon, and ſhall be \ very glad of he honor of 
* receiving his Lordſhip, with the Gentlemen of the De- 
* putatiun from the Committee af che Proteſtant Aſſocia- 
tion, next Wedneſday 1 morning at half paſt eleven, 
0 Shelburne Houſe, Saturday Tune 1 1782. 


In PAN with Lord Shelburne's letter, the Gentle-, 
| men of the Deputation waited on his Lordſhip at the time 
pointed, and were received with great affability and] po- 
liteneſs. The Deputation opened the buſineſs by laying, 
8 
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that they waited on his Lordſhip, as one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State, to ſolicit his intereſt for the 
repeal of the late aft in favor of popery—that unleſs it 
were repealed, it would operate more ſpeedily than mini. 
ſters were aware of to the ſubverſion of the State and the 
ruin of the nation—that the whole was a piece of State 
Policy to court the aſſiſtance of the Papiſts in proſecuting 
certain meaſures ;—and added, that Popery was ſo inimical 
to the public tranquility, i in the eye of the law, that * it 
** even the King were to be reconciled to it, he would for. 
« feit his Crown, and his ſubje&s would be abſolved from 
their allegiance :” that they were bold'to. affirm the 
word of God denounces a Wo againſt the contrivers of 
ſuch political ſchemes, and * therefore ſhall the firength 
* of Pharaoh be their ſhame, and their truſt 1 in the ſhadow 
6 of Egypt their confuſion.“ “ 


Lord Shelburne commended them for thele vigilance 
in the beft intereſts of their country, and expreſſed his 
firm belief in the rectitude of their views and intentions, 


le ſaid his affections to the Proteſtant Religion were firm. 


ly rooted, and his prejudices againſt popery particularly 

| firong—that the Catholics however had made no bad uſe 
of the indulgence granted them in this country—and that 
he ſhould not conſent to the paſſing ſuch an act for Scot- 
land, but that the reſt of the Cabinet were not pledged, 
After a long converſation of this nature, in which much | 
ſhuffling and cajoling were oppoſed to the moll earneſt in. 
treaties and remonſtrances, the Deputation were obliged 
to retire without having obtained his Lordſhip's promiſe 
to vote for a repeal of the Act, or to adopt any ſpecific 
meaſure for a redreſs of grievances, 


In the latter end of 1782, Lord George viſited Paris 


7 Iſaiah, chap. > AS | 
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ind was ſenſibly ſtruck with the effects of deſpotiſm and 
the ravages. of war, then viſtble throughout that city. 
Nothing was to be ſeen in the moſt fertile country of Eu. 
zope but lofty palaces or wretched hovels : the golden 
mean was totally unknown. The unfeeling Noble and the 
havghty Prelate, whom we now fee counting the ſign- 
poſts of London, would ſcarce deign to caſt a look upon 
the Peaſant and Manufacturer, trudging in the mire; and 
yet, unconſcious of the rod that oppreſſed them, they 
were as much attached to the grand Monarque, and to the 
various Orders in Church and State, as if their misfor- 
tunes had not been owing to their uſurpations and their 
crimes, But the times are altered; for the people, who 
were conſidered as an inferior ſpecies of animals, ſince 
they became conſcious of their importance, have aſtoniſh- 
ed the world with the truth of their philoſophy, and the 
valour of their arms, and taught che Deſpots of the Earth 
what it is to inſult tho dignity of man. 


Lord George was :nttoduced to Maria Antionette, and 
into all the Faſſionable circles of Paris; but their hypo- 
cricy and deceit hurt his feelings—his imagination was 

not enraptured with Burke's Celeſtial Viſion, nor could 
he be comfortable whilſt millions around him were un- 
happy. Hg was naturally an enemy to flattery and in- 
trigue; and education had rendered the worſhip of 1 images 
peculiarly obnoxious to him, The Philoſopher contem- 
plates with ſorrow, the dregradation of human nature 
and looks down with an eye of pity upon the errors and 
lufferings of deluded man; but he was not ſatisfied with 
ſilent diſapprohation; whateyer appeared hurtful to virtue 
and humanity, became fit objects of his oppoſition. The 
vices of the French Clergy, whoſe downfal, our great men 
ſo pathetically regret, could not eſcape his obſervation, 
and the evil uſe they made of their ill-gotten power, con- 
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firmed bim! in his averſion againſt church namen de Whi 
Far rom being dazzled with the trappings of deſpotilm 
which he was wont to compare to the whited Sepulthre, yery 2 
or from being reconciled, through habit, to the outrages 0 ofed 
which the, Church of Rome are continually offering to r 
Nature, he returned to Britain, more firmly reſolved than i 
ever to proſecute the plan of general reform. 


2 cand16 


red no 
Fox, W 
5 During the American war, when an invaſion was threzt. dered t 
ened by the Court of France, whoſe uſurpations, our the exe 
immeculate Miniſter, ever at variance with reaſon and ii unbrag 
conſiſtency, is now ſo anxious to reſtore, a- number of who C 
Fencible Regiments were raiſed in Scotland, on the ex. calcule 
preſs condition that they ſhould never quit their own tion kr 
country except in caſe of an invaſion of England, and elegan 
that they ſhould be diſcharged upon the reſtoration of cauſe, 
peace. Towards the concluſion of the war, the Athol quenc 
Highlanders were, by flow degrees, marched to Port. attend 
mouth, under the pretence of immediate danger, but in re, aal 
ality, to ſell them to the Eaſt-India Company. What nd 


happened on that occaſion is well known to the pub. 5 
lic. min 


| oo 1 ough 
| Rich men, whatever their crimes may be, inſtead of oF, 
a halter, generally obtain a coronet; and this explains little 
why theſe dealers in human fleſh, theſe violaters of the | the © 
Rights of Man were never brought to condign puniſh» WI ing 
ment. | | | Jud 


| * 
His Majeſty's changing his principal ſervants, contrary Fe 


to the ſenſe of a great majority of the Houſe of Commons, 
was conſidered, even by Ariſtocrates, as a dangerous 
ſtretch of prerogative, and an encroachment on their own 
privileges. This induced Lord George, who attended 


2 Vide the Trials of Loa D CLive, HasTInGs, &c , 
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he Whig Club, at the Shakeſpeare, when Mr. Fox became, 
candidate for Weſtminſter, in April 1784 to give him 
every aſſiſtance in his power; he mounted the huſtings, 

expoſed the inſignificant character and contemptible talents. 
of Sir: Cecil Wray, the Miniſterial Candidate and procu- 
red no leſs than five hundred of his friends to vote for Mr. 
Fox, whereby he turned the ſcale in his favour, and ren- 
tered the deſigns of government abortive. Nevertheleſs, 
the exertions of Lord George, however well intended, gave 


umbrage to a number of his moſl independant friends, 
who conſidered Mr. Fox as warped by party, and neither 
calculated by natute or habit to extricate a ſinking na- 


tion from impending ruin. They had given orders for an 
elegant carriage, voted hini for his ſervices in the public 
cauſe, which was immediately countermanded, in conſe- 
quence of the part he took in ihis election; but whoever 


. 


attends to the motives that influenced his actions, will 


aſily perceive that his conduct was ſtrictly horourable, 


and his interference a duty: and from his obſetving, 


when it was moved in the Houſe of Commons, * that the 
vimſtry had loſt the confidence of the people,” tha. thete 


ought to be added by way of amendment, * that the oppo- 


tion had not found it,” we have an additional proof how 


little he was actuated by party motives. We ſhall find, i ny 
| the following Memoirs, a ſtriking inſtance of Mr. Fox's 
| ngratitude, and ah infallible criterion whereby to form a 


| Judgement reſpeRing the politics of the Man of the Peo- 
„ 


Since the American war, the Brit ſh Cabinet has ſeemed. 


more anxious to confer titles and emoluments upon the 
friends of Deſpotiſm than to leſſen the exceſſive burdens 
| of the poor, which that war had accumulated on them. 
f Titled Arzſtocrates were rewarded, with enormous penſi- 


* An Epithet beſtowed on Mr, Fox, by party ſcribblers, 
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ons, merely becauſe they had ſupported minifters, or could 
trace their deſcent from the baſtard offspring of a profli- 
gate King. Sinecure places were inereaſed in due pro. 

portion with public diſtreſs, and the rich ſhared, among 
themſelves, what ſhould have been devoted to the relief 
of a ſuffering people. To ſupport this profuſion of the 
public meney, invention was racked in order to diſcoyer 
new taxes, which doubled the price of proviſions, crowd. 
ed our ſtreets with beggars, and brought thouſands to an 
untimely end,—Amongſt many others, amounting almoſt 
tc a prohibition, a new tax was propoſedon Linens, Cottons 
and Scotch gauze. When that ſpirit of diſcontent which 


has been long ſmoothered, but never extinguiſhed, broke * 
forth a new, a variety of Letters paſſed between Lord " Go 
George, Mr. Pitt and the Manufacturers and the follow: * hor 
ing is a part ol the Correſpondence. the 
To Ma. PITT, 0M 
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Lord George Gordon preſents his compliments to Mr. 93 
oe Pitt. He has juſt received freſh inſtructions from (laſ- Tr; 
« gow, azainſt the tax on Linens and Cottons. Alarming Glaſg 
" e are breaking out. The following extradts ol lavou 
© intelligence will advertiſe Mr. Pitt of the ſituation of to Lc 
government: © We are ſorry to inform your Lordſhip C 
„that if the new tax paſſes into a law, it will not be in tc 
« the power of the civil magiſtracy, in different places of in 
Scotland to keep the peace; as they are already aſſem - our 
„ bled in different places, and purpoſing to do as Ireland " dea 
* has done; your Lordſhip will take the trouble to fe. WW wo 
« queſt your brother, the Duke of Gordon, to go to Mr, 1 n 
„Pitt, and inform him of the dreadful proſpe& we have in 
of mobs and tumults from the working people in this for 
country.“ —Theſe letters are dated July 22. « \ 


Lord George Gordon is extremely ſorry to have oe. 
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n calion to addreſs the prime Miniſter in ſo ſhort and ab- 
u rupt a manner, The nature of the ſubject and the tick“ 
„ liſh Nate of the peace of theſe kingdoms ; muſt apolo- 
gige for it. The Duke of Gordon being gone to Gor- 
« don Caſtle, the taſk has neceſſarily devolved on Lord 
© George,—Lord George has the honor to return Mr. 
« Pitt many thanks for his polite and immediate reply to 
his laſt note on this ſubje& ; though the anſwer, indeed, 
« was not deciſive, Lord George hopes to hear again 
@ from Mr. Pitt, before he goes out this night. 

% Welbeck-flreet, Tueſday, July 22." 


To LORD GEORGE GORDON, 

„Mr. Pitt- preſents his compliments to Lord George 
„Gordon, and is much obliged to his Lordſhip for the 
„honor of his note. Mr. Pitt has reaſon to believe that 
" the Lord Advocate has ſent to-Glaſgow all the informa- 
„tion that can be neceſlary, and has therefore nothing to 
" trouble his Lordſhip with on the ſubje&. 

+ Downing-ſtreet, Tueſday night, Juby 27.“ 


wi 


Tranquillity and induſtry immediately took place in 
(Glaſgow and Paiſley upon the Miniſtry's giving up their 
favourite tax, and the following addreſs was tranſmitted 
to Lord George, 


May it pl: 5 your Lordſhip, 
„We, the repreſentatives of the j journeymen weavers 
„in Paiſley, humbly beg leave to return your Lordſhip 
"our moſt gratetul acknowledgements for your ready en- 
" deavours to prevent the tax upon filk, gauze, &c. which 
"would ſo materially have injured theſe branches of ma- 
nulacture, by which ſo many thouſands, of both ſexes, 


0 in this town, and the adjacent countty, obtain a com 
fortable livelihood. 


: „We alſo beg leave to inform your Lordſhip, that as 
oc. 


<G 
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6c we are not an incorporated body, but a Committee ap- 
pointed for the ſpecial purpoſe of uſing ſuch legal and 
«© conflitutional means, as were in our power, of Oppoſing 
« the tax which is now ſettled, our exiſtence as a commit. 
te tee, is no longer neceſſary, and we are this day diſſolved, 
«© We remain, with the greateſt reſpect and eſleem, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obliged and humble ſervants. 
Signed in our name, and by our appointment. 


% ANDREW SIMM, PRES 18. 
« Paiſley Aug /t 6th 1784. g 


Commerce had not ſafllcionly raiſed her drooping hea!, 
nor had the wounds inflicted on humanity, by an obſlinat: 
degraded adminiſtration, ceafed to bleed, when new plan; 
were deviſed to inflict additional fetters on an oppreſſed 


Nation. Genius languiſhedin deſpair ! Induſtry compelled St 
to ſupport, by ber exertions, luxury and extravagance, or to any 
ſeek an aſylum in the hoſpitable regions of America: an ſec: 
almoſt univerſal diſcontent prevailed, and an entire depo. 9 

pulation feemed to threaten the North of Scotland, ben fro 
the Britiſh Cabinet, either to amuſe the people with affect! dic 
generoſity, or to impoſe upon the highlanders, by ceaſing pat 
to perſecute their chiefs, reſolved to reſtore the eſtates tor- pro 
feited in 1745, to their original owners. Lord George ven 
immediately proteſted againſt the meaſure, and wrote a pe- part 
tition to the Houſe of Lords, in which, amongſt a variety ons, 
ot arguments, he obſerves, * that the people groaned mol h's 


© bitterly under a heavy burden of taxes, heavier and ges. 
* ter than in any former reign, and that! it became the Les 

giſlature to relieve their immediate wants rather than 10 

confer emoluments upon men, who had abandoned thei! 
** own country on account of their attachment to arbitr®» 
10 ry power, and had ſince laviſhed their blood and treaſurs 
in fighting for the Deſpots of Europe. That his ov 
2 diſaffectien t to bis Majeſty s different adminiſtrations, id 
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the fe ten y ears paſt, aroſe from his ſincere abhorrence of 
„their principles, their politics, and their practices, fo- 
« reign and domeſtic—and that he could not now take the 
« oaths to government, with a clear conlcience, as the law 
« fands, even to ſave his life. — And, that as none of theſe 


the cauſe of freedom, the people had reaſon to ſuſpetct, 
5 that both their changing their allegiance from the Houſe 
« of Stuart, and the ane xpected favour ſhewn them by 


8. © the court, were vn to adminiſtration's adopting thoſe 

5 6 tyrannical principles for which the chiefs had been ex- 
of © pelled from Britain.“ | 1 
ate It is not my buſineſs at preſent, to he the motives 
ang that produced the above meaſure, perhaps the miniſtry 
led thought thoſe who had ſupported the uſurpations of the 
led Stuarts the beſt qualified to ſupport the encroachments of 
to any future reign, or perhaps it took its origin from that 
an ſecret foreign influence, which ſeems for ſome time paſt 
po- to have influenced the Britiſh council, It could not be 
hen from that benign principle of yielding, pardon to a Preju- 
cal diced Brother, tor alas! future generations will ſhed a ſym- | 
ſing pathetic tear, over the hi tory of theſe times which have 
for. produced ſuch. unexampled d inſtances of cruelty and re- 
Ir3e venge. Lord, George's conduct muſt however excite. im- 
pe. partial praiſe. The chighland chiels were his near relati. 
icty ons, and his family connections were all diſpleaſed with 
mob h's proceedings ; but neither the ties. of blood, nor the 
res. more powerful. ſprings of intereſt were, capable of influen. 
Le. cing his actions, when he thought the hberty and happi- 
n to Wi Ws of his country wer? 2.concerned, | 
5 " As us revival of learning! in Europe ieprincipally 1 
te, bed to che art of printing, ſo may the partial revival of li- 
2 ber * be aſcribed to the reformation; for the moment. the 
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« expatriated Nobles had ever diſtin guiſhed themſelves in 
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Chain was weakened, that connected Church and State, it 


| 
was eaſy to prognoſticate the ſhock that deſpotiſm would p 
receive. The progreſs of freedom to be ſure was flow, en 
but it was certain, The new Republics of Switzerland, U 
Holland, Geneva &c. not only rivalled, but ſurpaſſed w. 
Greece and Rome; for juſt in proportion to the degree D 
of republicaniſm in any country, have the people been ſh 
proſperous and happy, and this accounts why the govern- of 
ment of Britain, when compared to ſeme of thoſe on the th 
_ Continent appears even mild and gentle. Were it prac. N 
ticable to introduce the pure repreſentative ſyſtem, wars 10 
and bloodſhed would be impoſſible, for the intereſts of the W. 
many would naturally incline them to peace and equality; W. 
and to ſubdue a free people, could only be effected by ex. an 
termination, which, till the preſent deſtructive cruſade I 
againſt the liberties of France, has been always deemed pi 
a wild chimera, | te 
As Kings have a fort of Syipahietic feeling, or rather a lo 
common intereſt in ſupporting each another, it cannot he ot 
doubted that the ſame principle prevails in a higher de. * 
gree between the people : : the Dutch Patriots therefore, 85 
who conſider princes, as ravenous wolves, entered into 
the war, in favour of American liberty, with a degree of co 
enthuſiaſm not very peculiar to their climate, whilſt the 10 
Stadtholder complied with the greateſt reluftance—experi Ce 
ence had taught him what neither France nor Spain fore. hi 
ſaw—it taught him to dread the contagion of liberty; bu 
The citizens who think they have an intereſt ſeparate, In 
from the Stadtholder, attributed all their de feats and mil- in 
carriages to his councils, whilſt he was continually thwart- ſhe 
ing their meaſures and accuſing them of neglig:;ace and the 
imprudence, which increaſed that ſuſpicion and miſirul of 
which now ſeem to threaten his deſtruction, an 


From America, the French ſoldiers tranſplanted th 
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Tree of Liberty into the centre of their own country, and 
the Court of Verſailles, to avert the ſtorm at home, was 


endeavouring to ſow the feeds of diſcord between the 


United States: the ſwords of Britons were ſtill reeking 
with the blood of their murdered brethren; and the 
Dutch were contending with the Stadtholder, about who 
ſhould pay the expences of the war; when the Emperor 
of Germany, in the true Imperial ſtile, took advantage of 
their diſſentions and menaced to deprive the Dutch of the 
Navigation of the Scheldt: he marched numerous armies. 
to the frontiers of Holland, and was continually intriguing 
with the Court of Verſailles, Proteſtantiſm and Popery 


were in Lord George's opinion, ſynonymous with | therty 


and arbitrary Power, and he naturally conceived, that tlie 
Emperor's views were ſecretly directed againſt the hap- 
pineſs of an independent nation—he trembled for the pro- 
teſtaut intereſt, and as Preſident of tle Aſſociation, he 
founded the tocſin, and endeavoured to renew thoſe ties 
of fraternity between the people, which, for many years 
paſt, had degenerated into compa'ts, ſubſidics, and procla- 
mations, between the princes who reign over them. 
Upon the 8th of November, Lord George had a long 
conference With the Dutch Ambaſſador; and upon the 
10th, it was propoſed that the Preſident with the Dutch 
Conſul at the head of the Aſſociation, ſhould accompany 
him to St James's as a proot of their affectionate regard; 
but this propoſal, from prudential motives, was rejected. 


In the morning of the 10th, Lord George dreſſed himſelf 


in the Dutch uaiform—he flung a large belt over his 
ſhoulder, in which he placed a Highland broad ſword, 
that had oppoſed with ſucceſs the uſurpations of the See 

of Rome; and thus accoutred, he went to the guard room, 


and prevailed upon the zd regiment to mount the Dutch 
cockade. When the Ambaiſador approacked, he drew 
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his ruſly ſword, and ſaluted him, declaring, © that he 
would protect, to the utmoſt of his power, the Dutch and 
their intereſts;” the guards reſted their fire-locks, and 
 fignified their attachment to the Proteſtant cauſe. Imme. 
diately on the Levee breaking up, he had another inter- 
view with the Ambaſſador, and an expreſs was diſpatched 
to the States General, acquainting them with the acquiſi. 
tion of the Proteſtant Aſſociation. Lord George in the 
mean time fent memorials to the different States of Eu. 
rope, addreſſed the proteſtants of every denomination, 
and entered into eee | correſpondence with Mr. 
Pian. TH 
To Ms. PITT, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, 
it, 

Several hundred feanten lire addreſſed me to day, 
many of them lately arrived from India, came in coach. 
es; acting lieutenants, mates, aud midſhipmen of the 
0 Royal Navy are among l ung is a copy 

* of the generality'of their addreſſes: 


T0 che Right Hon. LORD GEORGE GORDON, 
* Preſident of the Proteſtant Aſſociation, 
i May 2 pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

„We, the Seamen whoſe names are underwritten, we 
„able, willing, and ready, to ſerve the United Proteſſant 
States af Holland, againſt the King of the Romans, 
* and all their Popiſh enemies. And your Petitioners will 
„ever pray for Lord George Gordon.—Signed, Edward 
* Robinſon, and thirty- four other ſeamen, at the Kettle 
* Drum, Radcliffe-Highway, November 17th, 1784.“ 


Several Officers of diſtinction, in the land ſervice, 

have alſo applied to me, and offered their ſervices to 
* the States General, particularly a field officer in the 
Connecticut line, in the Province of Maſſachuſets, and 
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# an officer Who has lately left the Iriſh Brigade of France 
« who wiſhed to enter into ſervice more agreeable and 
* congenial to his ſentiments and principles. Many of 
« the Guards have requeſted to go volunteers—ſome 
« Athol Highlanders are on their way to town, who [I 
« make no doubt, will engage in the good Proteſtaut cauſe 
« of their High Mightineſſes. I acquaint you as Prime 
« Miniſter, with theſe matters, that you may convince 
« Baron Van Lynden, of the general good diſpoſition of 


« the people of theſe realms, to comply with his Excel- 


® Jency's requeſt, and to renew again their old friendſhip 
« with Holland, upon the righteous and ſolid foundation 
4 of the proteſtant intereſt, 
I am, Sir, with. all due reſpeR, 
“% Your humble Servant, 


4 firect, Nov. 17, 1784. . GORDON. 4 
To Mr, PITT, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury. 
Fr, 


« Captain Rawlinſon, of Shadwell, has juſt biew with 
© me,” and made me a very noble offer of the Frigate 
* Prince William, of 26 guns, to cruiſe againſt the Imperial 


— 


* merchantmen, and all the enemies of the United States. 


* Several Artillery-wen are preparing an addreſs alſo to 


„make offer of their ſervices: More than a thouſand 


« Seamen, With a full proportion of maſters, mates, gun- 
ners, and carpenters, have already ſigned their requeſts 
to be employed in the fame juſt cauſe, | 


* Iam happy to acquaint you, Sir, as Prime Minifter, 
„ with theſe good ſymptoms of the love and affection of 
the people of theſe kingdoms, for their old proteſtanc 
friends in their preſent critical ſituation with the popiſh 
* Powers, I am, Sir, with all due reſpect, 
** Your humble Servant, 


Melbecl. Ereet, Mo. 18, 1784. . GORDON. g 
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Upon the igth, Mr. Pitt wrote him the following 
wade; : 
t My Lord, f 5 

« ] have hitherto returned no anfwer to the letters ! 
« received from your Lordſhip on the 17th, and 18th in. 
* ſtant, becauſe I did not think it my duty to enter into a 
* correſpondence with your Lordſhip on the ſubje&, But 
having been informed that many Seamen have been in. 
« duced to quit their occupation, in the expectation of be. 
„ing employed to ſerve againſt the Emperor, I tbink it 
% my duty to remind you, that whatever ſteps you have 
é taken, have been without the ſmalleſt degree of autho. 
* rity or countenance from his majeſty's Miniſters, and 
« that it is for your Lordſhip to conſider what conſequen- 
* ces may be expetted from them. 

IJ am, my Lord, 
% Your Lordſhip's obedient humble Servant, 


| Downin flreet, 26 minutes paſt one © "+ W. PITT,” 
— 0 Na. F. M. Nov. 19, 1784. | 


Upon the receipt of the above Lord George replied, 
To Mr. PITT, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury. 


r, 

1 received your letter of to 1 juſt now. It was ve. 
« ry rude in you not to anſwer my two letters ſooner.— 
* I am glad to hear you fay, that many Seamen have been 
induced to quit their occupation, in expeRation of be- 
ing employed againſt the Emperor. This ſhews the 
e Seamen's hearts are warm towards the States of Holland, 
* and that they wiſh to lend a hand to aſſiſt them againſt 
* their enemies. As ſoon as you and the reſt of his Majel- 
*'ty's Miniſters are pleaſed to authorize and countenance 
*« theſe honeſt endeavours of the ſeamen to ſupport theſe 
“ Proteſtant States, I will make propoſals to the Dutch 
*« Ambaſlador, and to the States of Holland, to take them 


LITE OF LORD OC. CORDON> 49 


u into immediate pay. The conſequences may fall on the 

« *eads of the King's ſervants, if they advile their Sove- 

* reign to take a part againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt, 

“J am, Sir, 9 ö 
* Your humble Servant, 

Welbeck fret, Nov. 19, 1784. *«* G, GORDON,” 


Addreſſes from every quarter poured in approving his 
ſpirited conduct. The Proteſtant Volunteer corps of 
Ireland, voted him their thanks, and I the foremoſt 
appeared the Wicklow Foreſters. . 


«To the Right Hon, LORD GEORCE GORDON. 
" My gore, 
« ] was abſent from home when, your Lordſhip's letter 
* arrived, or ſhould ſooner have acknowledged the honor 
„of receiving it. It flatters the good intentions of the 
* Wicklow Forefters not a little, to meet the approbation 
" of a Nobleman of ſuch truly found conſtitutional prin- 
* ciples as are well known to animate your Ly dſhip. LI 
" muſt requeſt that you will receive the warm ſt acknow- 
" ledgements of thoſe deſcendeats from early Engliſh 
Settlers I have the honor of commanding, tor the jult 
„light in which you wiſh to place them, and the marked 
* attention you have honoured them with; and that your 
" Lordſhip will believe me to be; with the higheſt reſpect 
for the Proteſtant Aſſociation, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
and faithful humble ſervant, 
© SAMUEL AAYES. 

« Cclonel of the Wicklow Foreſters,” 

Avondale, November 14th, 1784. 


The attention of the whole nation Was 1204 upon his 5 
Lordſhip” 8 proceedings, and the Cabinet were ſeriouſly 
alarmed 4 for however they might ſtand affected to the 
H 


\ - 
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Politics of the Continent, they did not chooſe to employ 
the hero of 1780,—Upon the 19th a vaſt croud of Sailos; 
went to the Queen's Houſe, demanded employment, an! 
ſhewed evident marks of diſcontent; but upon Lord Syd. 
ney promiſing to redreſs their greivances, they departed 
without committing any acts of violetice,—At this time 
B. Wilſon, Lord George's acting Lieutenant, at the Resi, 
Drum, was taken into cuſtody and conveyed to Lord Syd. 
ney's office, where he underwent a ſtrict examination, 
but was ſoon diſcharged and lent with a verbal meſſage to 
his Lordſhip. Lord George returned for anſwer, that 
* if Lord Sydney had any buſineſs with him he muſt 
** write a letter, as verbal meſſages were uncertain,” No 
time was now to be loſt, the Sailors and part of the army 
were forming themſelves into numerous bodies, and lis 
Majeſty's miniſters were in imminent danger. 


Vigorous meaſures were inſtantly taken to ſecure the 
peace of the city—the Ports were ſhut, and a legion of 
ſpies and informers were ſent off to Wapping to circulate 
a report amongſt the Sailors that Lord George had taken 
advantage of their ſimplicity and afterwards betrayed them, 
Men, who groan under a ſeries of misfortunes, exceſſixe 
impoſitions,or a long continued chain of wrongs, become 
at length diffident and ſuſpicious; the remembrance of 
the paſt makes them dread the future. His enemies be- 
gan firſt by inſinuating doubts and probabilities, but when 
the paſſions of their audience {eemed ſufficiently rouled, 
they openly accuſed him of treachery and duplicity ; and 
propoſed to avenge themſelves of the injuries received by 
pulling down his houſe, and puniſhing the offender, Thus 
propoſition was inſtantaneouſly embraced. A friend who 
could not prevent their deſigns, haſtened to Welbeck- 
Sreet, with the information. His ſervant s left the houſe, 
the neighbours began to remove their moſt valuable fur- 


\ 
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niture, and dreadful conſequences were expected; but a 
mind, conſcious of integrity, is not eaſily ſhaken, he re. 
mained unmoved in the midſt of danger, and ſat down to 
breakfaſt with the greateſt compoſure, At the hour pro- 
poſed, an immenſe croud appeared, the ſtreets were filled 
with their numbers, and all was tumult and contuſion.— 
Arrived at his houſe, they knocked at the ſtreet- door, and 
in a vehement tone of voice, threatened that vengeance, 
which diſappointmeat on the one hand, and treachery on 
the other, naturally inſpiie: he opened it with a philoſo- 
phic indifference, and immediately a profound ſile nee ſue- 
ceeded he addreſſed them in cool, but manly language, 
expatiated on the arbitrary, perfidious mealures, which 


Miniſters had purſued, and aſſured them that he had ever 


been the friend of the people, and the advocate of the 
oppreſled— In an inſtant the populace caught the flame, 
he was interrupted with burſts of applauſe, and the air 
reſounded with ſhouts of GORDON and LIBERTY ! 
and when be had concluded his harangue, they aſked lum 
if they might go and“ pull down Mr. Pitt's houſe ;*'* 


he made a tow bow and withdrew, They however retired. 


in peace, and thus his Lordſhip enjoyed the ſatisfattion 


of fruſtrating the wicked plan of his enemies. The effect 


his ſpeech. produced, clearly proves how much he poſſeſſ- 
& the art of pleaſing the people, nor, do Greece or Rome: 


Ihe friends of Government ſhould be extremely cautious in employ-. 
ing their Church a nd, King Mobs, When men who have been long oppreſls 
ed get arms into their bands, they generally turn them againſt the Authors, 
of their misfortunes. Melanthon, the friend and companion, of Luther, 
was once employed by the See of Rome, to ſtifle the Refarmation in its 
birth. In the Weſt of England, a penſioner of the Court, lately engaged 
a few unlettered men to burn the Effi gy of Thomas Paing, tar a, barrel of 
Porter—when they had accompliſhed this heroic exploit, they aſked his 
honour, * if be had any more Biſhops to burn:“ and it is ſuppoſed they 
vould have willingly paid them, and certain other great men, the honours 
F Martyrdom, for a very ſmall quantity indeed, 


H 2 


_ 


$2 LYFE OF LORD . CORDON, 


furniſh us with a nobler inftance of perſuaſive eloquence 
than 1s here diſplayed. A few days after the above tri. 

umph, he received the following letter from a Count 
O'Rourke, Knight of the Holy Roman Eagle, and late 3 
Field Officer in the Imperial ſervice. 


To the Right Hon. LORD GEORGE GORDON, 
* My Lord Gordon, 


*© I ſhall be glad to know what motives, or what inte. 

* reſt you can have, in being ſo vehement againſt the an- 
«* cient Catholic religion? Has your Lordſhip forgot thay 
you are ſprung from anceſtors who thought that way of 
thinking right; and chat at this moment your aunt pro. 
feſſes it in all i:s original forms? I hat which was the 
< religion of your family, at ſo late a period as in the 
* time of your grandfather, ſhould not be ſo reviled by 
% you, Give me leave to aſk what religion it is that you 
« profeſs, wh ch recommends perſecution? Surely not 
the Proteſtant! 1 acknowledge that I am, and all my 
« forefathers were Roman Catholics.— My family can 
« boaſt of antiquity before that of the Gordons—vell 
% known to the Britiſh Court, well known to all the Courts 
„of Europe. I am at prefent the chief of that family, 
and as before obſerved, profeſs the ſame way of think- 
ing that they did in matters of religion—but 1 am not for 
perlecution men of late, of both religions, have got a 
more liberal way of thinking; toleration has diffuſed i. 
„ ſelf over the world, and ſhewed men the fol'y of falling 
* out about religion, and that it is not any particular 
mode of worſhip that will open the road to heaven.— 
* What became of your Lordſhip that you did not ſhare 
* or partake of that bleſſing? Did you envelope yourſeli 
in ſo great a degree of enthuſiaſm, as to prevent its ab- 

* proaching you? 
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« In former times, no wars were carried on, no diſaf- 
Cfeftion to government, in ſhort, no plot, 1ho* ever ſo 
« wicked, but had as its covering the ſecurity ot religion, 
« The intereſt of the eftabliſhed Church has been, and 
« you intend ſhall again be your foundation for tumults, 
„ riots, murders, burnings, &c, &c. ſimilar to thoſe of 
& 1780.—Take care, my Lord, hearken to my advice, de- 
« fiſt from your late condudt; let every man go to hea- 
ven in his own way; his Majeſty has not more loyal 
or beiter ſubjects in his kingdom than the Catholics : 
« they have committed no outrage, they have not diſturb- 
ed the public peace, nor attempted to deſtroy the Go- 
„ yernment of this country, when at war with many great 
powers. Forget that odious word“ Papiſt,“ which you 
« ſo frequently make uſe of, when ſpeaking of the Roman 
« Catholics ; but ſhould it endeavour to foam up, take a 
„ draught of warm Water, and waſh it down again, 


I had the honour of being a Captain in a Scotch 
Regiment, in the French ſervice ; in it were men of 
different religions, yet we lived like friends, not ſuffer- 
L ing the difference of religion to create teuds and diſſen- 
tions among us. Lord Lewis Drummond commanded 
(that Regiment—it would have been fortunate ior you 
* had you paſſed a few years in it; it might have given 
you a more liberal way of thinking, and kept you out of 
"a Vaſt deal of trouble; it is not too late to mend; and 
* when your Lordſhip pleaſes to call on me 1 ſhall be 
* happy to enlarge on the ſubje& with you : and perhaps 
if you are not predetermined, 1 may be able to convince 
you that you are wrong, 1 | 
I have the honor to be, 

* Your Lordſhips molt obedient 

Humble ſervant, 


O'ROURKE. 
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P. S. I Hall be glad to know who this officer of the t 


* Iriſh Brigade is, that you ſo pompouſly mention in ſro 
« your letter to Mr. Pitt ; it he has quitted that brave ſup 
“ Corps with the approbation of his Commanders, and rig 
* with the character of a man of honour, and is ſo in reality, of 1 
* I am ſure you can have no influence over him to make Er! 
„ him join in your pieſent ſchemes. I muſt alſo remark mu 
* that when you ſpeak of the Emperor, you ſhould obſerve ſw 


« the reſpett due to ſo great a public, and ſo illuſtrious a 
% private Character.“ | 

Lord George ſent the following reply. 
IW elbeck: reet, Nov. 29, 
. Aer, Nas. 29. 1 

% Your letter dated 24th was not delivered at my houſe 
© till yellerday 28ch. 

In ieply to it, give me leave to inform you that a 
« Preſident of the Proteſtant Aſſociation I am anſwerable 
to my conſtituents ior my watchtulneſs and fidelity in 
* diſcharging the important truſt they have repoſed in 
* me; I am alſo anſwerable to the Government and the. 
any Magiſtrates, if I, in any degree, tranſgreſs the laws of 
© the land; but I am no way reſponſible for my public 
* conduct to you, or any other private individual.—You 
* will therefore excuſe me, for declining the offer you 
„ make me of calling upon you, to enlarge on the ſuhjett, 

I am, Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 
„ 3 GORDON. I 


« A Monſieur, Monſieur O'Rourke 
& ſol-diſant Count O'Rourke. | 


| Lord George had good ſenſe and "IE enovgh to 
treat the above with that contempt which it deſerycd. 
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O'Rourke, like his unfortunate anceſtors had wandered 


2 Tom Court to Court, ever ready to diſplay his proweſs in 
Bs ſupport of the infallibility of the Pope, and the divine 
e 


rights of Kings, and now he appears the Qutxotic Champion 
of the Roman Emperor How unfortunate that this Knight 
Errant has not ſurvived the French Revolution—how he 
muſt have applauded the chivalry of Burke, and how his 
ſword would have leaped from its ſcabbard to avenge the 
death of a perjured King, and an abandoned guilty Queen ! 
Zut whatever contempt the conduct of fuch deluded men 
may excite, it is not eaſy to avoid their revengeful machi- 
nations: Enthuſiaſm and fanatiſm are unacquainted wich 
prudence, added to which the Count, like other adventu- 
rers, hoped to procure preferment, on the Continent, by 
provoking his reſentment and calling him to the Field. 

The latter however had, penetration to perceive the trap, 
and the good fortune to eſcape it. When the ſword 
had failed in ridding them of a man, who has been 
filed, the © avowed enemy of Church and King,” they 
attempted another method Ml more congenial to their 
feelings. 


uſe 


\ble 
in 
in 
the. 


f [1 
1 Tbe Holy Fiſherman ol Rome, who held the keys ot 
You Paradiſe in one hand, and the pates of Hell in another; 
you who conſiſtently pretends to be the Servant of Servants, 


whilft he arrogates to himſelf a diſpenſi ng power over the 
lives and properties of men—this ſpiritual Tyrant, whoſe 
profeſſional practice i is ever to deviſe new crimes, diſpatched 
two faithful Jefuits, of the true genuine lamp, provided 
vith a pardon for all crimes, paſt, preſent, and to come, 
and on condition that they would aſſaſſinate the Pr eſident 
of the Proteſlant Aſſociation. Theſe fends, who cover 
the darkeſt and moſt dangerous deſigns, with an hypociitical 
lanftity, took up their lodgings near Welbeck-ſtreet—but 

notwithſtanding the ſecrecy of the Church, he was inform- 
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ed that his death had been reſolved upon in the Vatican! 
he was therefore conſequently upon his guard, conſtani]y 
attended by a friend, and very particular 1n his diet, 


At this period he happened to fall fick, and was under 
the directions of his Phyſicians, when theſe Monſters at. 
tempted to execute their orders. They ſent a vial filled 
with a certain liquid, to which were affixed inſtructions 
apparently written by his apothecary, with the ſtricteſt 
injunctions to take it immediately.—As it was brought by 
a ſtranger who baſtily departed, it created ſuſpicion, and 
at the very moment he was about to ſwallow the draught 

he heſitated, and ſent for the apothecary : the impoſition 
Was detected, the medicine analyzed, and found to contain 
the moſt deadly poiſon. Theſe are the arms which his 
Holineſs employs to deſtroy unſulpecting men, who oppoſe 
the intereſts of- Popery, and it is to reinſtate his adherents 
that Britons are now in arms—but the genius of liberty is 
victorious, and will baffle all the united efforts of Prieſt 
and Tyrants. 


In the mean time the Empe ror entered into a Negocia- 
tion with the Dutch—From the temper of the times, and 
the various intereſts, which connect the different States of 
Europe, with Holland, the war muſt otherwiſe have become 
general, The people required an interval of repoſe, 
An unjuſt and bloody conteſt had left Miniſters little to 
| beſtow upon Contractors, &c. which induced the different 
Cabinets for once to be moderate and pacific.“ Hawkel- 


mary and Pitt can-beft tell wha: effect Lord . inter- 


The Kiags i in the interior of Africa, annually BOS war upon one no- 
ther by mutual agreement, and fell whatever Pziſoners they take, to our 
| Merchants for Slaves; which inhuman traffic conſtitutes the principal part 
of their revenue Would it not ſeem, from the increafe of taxes, the nu- 
merous preferments, penſio..s, and ſinecure places, which follow every wary 
that ſomething ſimilar was underſtood in Europe? 
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faence had upon. their condutt, But as the Emperor Was 
ſatisfied to let the Navigation of the Scheldt, remain as it 
had been before, whereby his ſubjects are ſtill deprived 
of the right to navigate their own river, upon receiving'a 
large ſum of money, which, inſtead of dividing, amotig 
the people who had ſuſtained the burdens of his ruinous 
viſionary campaigns, he profuſely laviſhed in other bar. 


5 harous ſchemes of aggrandizement, and unbounded ex- 
4 pence, lo that we muſt infer that the happineſs of his ſub- 
E bees formed no part of bis univerſal plan. 


When it was found equally impraſticable's to terriſy or 
corrupt Lord George, Miniſtry endeavoured to leſſen 
his influence by detaching his family from him. The 
evil genius of  diſgord began to throw his malignant 
ſhafts and they reachel even to the Banks of the 
Spey. Places and Penſions were heaped upon his relations; 
the Duke and Ducheſs became the principal favorites at 
St. James's; Lord William was made Lord High Admiral, 
and Ranger of Hyde Park ; his uncle, Cemmander in 
Chief in Scotland, his liſters Penſioners of the Court, and 
every mark of attention was ſhewn to every branch of the 
family, Men of weak minds are eaſily ſeduced: I ſhall 
not therefore decide wheiher they conſidered theſe lucra- 
tive employments, to which they have no claim, as the 
reward of their ſuperior merit, or as the price of their 
brothers diſgrace, The ſcheme however was as political as 
it was immoral, and ſucceeded beyond the moſt ſanguine 
expectation of the Cabinet. It is well known that intereſt 
w the primum mobile which actuates our Nobleſſe, the ties 
of blood and the pleaſant remembrance of juvenile years 
have no effet upon them, the nobler ſentiments of the 
nind have given way to the moſt grovelling paſſions, and 


intereſt ſuperſedes every other conſideration, | 


* 
4 
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As ford George was of a contemplative and feriow 
turn of mind, he delighted in the ſociety of the people 
commonly called Quakers. This bappy portion of the 
human race, are exempt from the vain Parade and fooliſh 
preten ſions of other men ;—they live together in the 
ſtricteſt bonds of amity and love—unprattiſed | in deceit, 
they hate the very idea of deception, and look upon one 
another as children of the ſame Father. Vice and intem. 
perance are far baniſhed from their gates, and their hoſpis 
table board is ever open to the poor. Virtue and indoſtry 
are the only marks of diſtinktion amongſt them: and Li. 
berty and Equality. which Reeves and his gang of Inqu. 
ſitors ſo much dread, prevail in their full extent. Repub. 
licans in their lives and converſation, they enjoy all the 
bleſſings of a well regulated ſociety, luxury and want he. 
ing equally 1 unknown to them. They have no Prieſts, and 
yet they are virtuous, they have no poor rates, and yet 
ve ſee none of them ſupplicating i in the ftreets for bread; 
they have 'no haughty Noble ſſe, and of courſe no fooliſh 
pretenſions, founded on the ſuppoſed merit of their ancel. 
tors. The tree is beſt known by its fruit, and for a cen. 
tury back not one of them has been convidted of any ca. 
pital offence. Ob! peaceful and happy people, how ex. 
cellent you ſhine in the opinion of all good men !—When 
23 compare your aftions with thoſe of bloody ſeRaries, | 
am loft in admiration, and almoſt perſuaded 'to be a Qu ber, 
KER. Would mankind, like you, form their laws upon * 
the baſis of juſtice and humanity, iniquity and miſery Mole 
would be baniſhed' from the Earth, and the ſum which » ue 
ſingle Deſpot ſquanders upon his pleaſures amongſt pan- Dur 
dars and proftitutes, would be more than fufficient to de- 4 tp 
fray the whole expences of a rational, virtuous Govem ; ales 
ment, 


The Golden Age would then revives 
Fach man wenld be a Brether; 
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Ia harmony we all would live, 
And ſhare the Earth together. 


10113 
ople Frery one would then have an eaſy competence, and 
the BMW enjoy. in calm repoſe, under his own fig-tree, the things 


which nature deſigned, and which ſhe had provided in 


the bundance for us all. 

why But though Lord George was fond of their eaſy man- 

50 gers and ſimplicity of life, he thought their patient ſub- 
m. 


niſſion to arbitrary power, * unnatural, ald extremely 
improper in the preſent ſtate of ſociety :—he always 
maintained, and his opinion was founded on cloſe obſer- 


9 ration, that we ought to conſider ourſelves as ſurrounded 
RR | wolves, ever ready to devour us, and ſhould therefore 
4 remain upon the watch ,—equally prepared to. repel any 
wr orert attack, or inſiduous ſecret deſign, Theſe were the 
| , motives that prevented him from joining their community, 
2 but though he cannot be ranked among their members, 


he always courted their ſociety—nor did they deſert him 

in his diſtreſs ; they viſit ed him in ſickneſs and captivity, 
and to his dying moments he mentioned their morals and 
deneyolence 3 in terms of the warmeſt affection. 


When the Miniftry had Jaid a tax on Scotch Deflilteries 


/ Cle 

ex. d It was A maxim among Quakers, when you ſtrike them on one cheek, 
hen to preſent the other alſo i and they literally repaid good for evil but du. 
es, ting the American war, a great number, who took up arms in the cauſe of 
0. liberty, have ſeparated themſelves ſrom their brethren, and are known by 
1 pon the name of fighting Ouaker 4. They are leſs auſtere in cheir manners: 
; ad though they carefully avoid giving offence, and practiſe univerſal bee 
Uſer nevolence and goodewill | toward all men, yet they have Kleines to reſiſt 


Opp) eſſion. 


During my intercourſe with the world: I have become acquainted with 
dgreat number of this perſuaſion; from the Legiſlator, to the no leſs uſe» 
ul Mechanic, and I never knew one whom 1 cannot recommend as an ex · 
cellent n, and au honeſt man. 
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almoſt amounting to a-prohibition, and when their favo. 
_ rite ſyſtem of Exciſe, like the ancient police of Paris, waz 


about to be extended to our molt. ſecret retirements, Lord 
George wrote circular Letters.tq all the towns in Great 


Britain, which by their petitions and remonſtrances, 


compelled the miniſtry to modify and alter their darling 
ſcheme. He oppoſed; with various ſucceſs, the tax on 
Windows, Candles, Stamps, Poſtage, &c.; and tho! the. 
effects were not equal to his. wiſhes, yet they muſt be 
conſidered: as a powerful check upon the encroaching ſpi. 
rit of the miniſter ; and as the moſt diſintereſted ſtruggles 
of a virtuous man in ſupport of an expiring country. 


He was the firſt to oppoſe with firmneſs and conſtancy, 


the Shop tax: he ſummoned meetings in various parts of 
the country, and: diſtributed, hand-bills. through the city 


reprobating its partiality and injuſtice—but as weak pz 
rents idolize their own children, however vicious or de. 
cripid they may be, . ſo was our, ſcholaſtic Miniſter inve- 
terately attached to this favorite offspring of his inventive 
genius. Lord George began at Bond-ſtreet, and went 
along to the city, prevailing upon the people to ſhut. their 


Tops, and put up long polls with black crape and this 
inſcription : “ Thzs ſhop to be let, Enquire of Billy Pill. 


This perſeverance gave uneaſineſs to the Cabinet and 
they were obliged at length, to grant to fear, what they, 
had ſo obſtinately and ſo long refuſed to juſtice, 


Our Miniſter who owes. his elevation and his fortune 
to. the people, never pays the leaſt attention to their inte- 


| reſts, and yet he has the vanity to affect popularity—his Leute 
Gentlemen tell him, that he is the idol of the people, and he 


is ſometimes weak enough to believe it; but when he fe- 
flefts on the miſchiefs he has done, and liſtens to the hollov 
murmurs of growing diſcontent, a gloomy melancholy pre 
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pon his mind, and he 1s compelled to ſeek a refuge in the. 
conviviality of Dundas, and to bury reflection in bumpers: 
of Champaigne.* But as there are moments when the juice 
of the grape cannot give relief, he ſtarts ſuddenly at a 
hadow, is diſturbed in his fleep, by frightful- dreams, and 
ſeems to dread he knows not what. Hence the myriads. 
of Alarmiſts he has engaged in his pay. In winter 1783-6. 
Lord George went for the Jail time to Scotland, tw, 
attend the election of a member of Parliament for Aber- 
deenſhire-; where the Duke of Gordon and lus Family 
connections have very extenſive poſleſſions. It is neceſ< 
fary to obſerve, that the very ſerablance of a free choice. 
js moſtly done away in North Britain. Formerly the. 
proprietors of land appointed one Part ot the Legiſlature. 
whilſt the Royal Boroughs returned tie reſt ; but owing. 
to the oppreſhve laws of primogeniture, the land has moſtly 
fallen into the hands of Peers and a fe- overgrown indi- 
viduals, who retain the property and coufer the ſuperiority. 
upon ſome of their dependents, In coulequence of theſe 
fititious titles, the Peers, who, by the att of union, have. 
no votes, are generally ſucceſsluh in returning the Members. 
to Parliament, and the ſmall poſſeſſors, who, of all the 
landed Proprietors, are the molt uſeful, become mere cy- 
phers in a political tenſe, The two Candidates were Mr; 


* It is ſaid that Mr, Dundas, initiared My, Pitt in the myſteries of 
Bacchus—and the copious draughts he can ſwailow do no ſmall credit to the 
docile ſtateſman, I ſhall never trouble myleit about the lives of private 
individuals; but when a prime Miniſter, and a S:cretary of State, have 
the indecent. inſolence ta come ſtaggering to the Houte of Com nous, and. 
with an authoritative tone, procluim war againſt 2 mijlizas of men, my 
blood boils with indignation, and I turn with abhor: ence from the wretch 
who has been the cauſe of bringing my bleeding Cuuntry to the brink oÞ 
deſtruction and ſtrewing the plains ot Flanders with the carcaſes of the flain. 
The mangled cor ps of many thouſands of out Countrymen, yet lie unbi.ried. 
ia the fields ot battle, and their ghoſts join the plaintive cries of widows, 
zud children in demanding a ſpeedy vengeance on the authors of che war. 
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| Ferguſon, ſupported by the Duke of Gordon, and the MIi. 
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niſterial intereſt, and Mr, Skene, of Skene, ſupported by 
Lord Fife, and the oppoſition. When Lord George, wha 


bad been made a nominal Baron upon his Brothers Eſtate Will « 
was on his way to the town-hall, the Streets were ſo crowd. het 
ed, from curioſity to ſee him, that it was with much dit. . Gor 
ficulty that he could emer. There is an oath which the . Abe 
Electors are abliged to take, by which they ſwear, in the . nob. 
moſt ſolemn manner, that they have both the property and 8 a 
ſuperiority of the lands for which they yote—As they are . 0 3 
merely Parchment gentry, ſuch an oath muſt appear perjury Min 
among ſober men; but the Lawyers have found out a ſalyg | 
lor their conſciences ; and few, who are fooliſh enough ta | 
adorn themſelves with falſe colours, will be very ſcrupu, The 
lous about words, Lord George never intended to take es 
an oath which his conſcience could not approve, but u ef 
| ſuch a conduct was not expected by thoſe who pay little The 
attention to moral duties themſelves, Mr. Charles Gordon, Baron 
the Dukes agent, (though the very perſon who made out ens fo 
his titles for him) officiouſly began to raiſe objections» {iſſzence 
Lard George, in great good humour, compared him tv {nater 
* a Taylor, who cut out a ſuit of Cloaths for him, and al. Memb 
* terwards began to pick holes in it.“ Having railed a io! ſma 
laugh againſt Mr. Charles, he concluded with ſay ing, he I baber. 
** ſhould not dwellupon the mean artifice that had been prac. Wſprogre 
WM tiſed, leaſt a juſtly incenſed people might execute their 1 
* vengeance in a particular way,” Mr. Charles took the Ferea 
bint, and fat down in confuſion, As ſoon as Lord George Bio 1 
tound that his Friend had carried the Election, he gave or- ue e 
ders to a Milliner to get ready a thouſand Cockades to. "AT! 
diſtribute among the people; but the Magiſtrates intertered Bi. ion 
and he was prevailed upon to countermand the orders. Never , 
In the evening however the City was ſuperbly illuminated tte ni 


and the air reſounded with acclamations of © Gordon and Monde 
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pr tiberty.” The Students of Kings College caught the 
ho BY fame, and ſent him the following Letter, | 
ate «The Students of King O College beg leave to prelent 
„d.. their moſt reſpectful compliments to Lord George 
lil. Gordon; and congratulate him upon his arrival in 
the , Aberdeen, —They view with ſatisfaction and pride the 
the WW * noble ſtruggles he has made in favour of freedom, and 
nd as a teſtimony of their eſteem and regard would be happy 
are Wi" to accompany his Lordſhip in their uniform, when he 
ury thinks 46 hes leave town. 
va 5 « Signed, &c.” 

8 The Profeſſors, who look up to the 5 + Loaves and Fi hes“ 
ty vere alarmed, thre?tened the Students, and, by their influ- 
ce prevented them from making the intended viſit. 

ttle The arrogance and ſelf ſufficiency of theſe fittitions 
on, WM3irons at the Election, gave riſe. to a number of Aſſociati- 
out ens for ſtriking them off the Roll—and, after much ex- 
FF beace and labour, they have partly ſucceeded, —I grant, as 
ta natters now ſtand, it is very immaterial who elett the Scotch 
al. Members, but as the inquiry opened the eyes of a number 
d a of ſmall proprietors, and brought to light a long ſeries of 
be WE bibery and corruption, it muſt prove favourable to the 
c- rogreſs of liberty. | 

1 Lord George paſſed i ſeveral weełs in the North. and vid 


great numberof his Friends, but did not chooſe to approach 


"5 Cordon Caſtle, becauſe the Ducheſs, ſince ſhe had received 
* the elegant Carriage from the Prince ot Wales, had.meanly 
* endeavoured to afperſe his Character, and ruin his repu- 
re 


ation in the opinion of the people; but the Sans Culottes 
every where received him with open arms, and flocked to 
ke him as the Champion of Liberty, In his return to 
London, he was ſhewn every mark of attention, and it 
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clearly appeared, that the Miniſtertal libellers did not ex. 
preſs the opiniori of the Nation. 


St. André, a Member of the preſent National Colyen, 
tion, has very properly obſerved, that man either from 
nature, or habit, is ſo fond of power that if you inveſt him 
with unlimited authority to day, he will become a rogue 
to- morrow, and the obſervation appears founded in expe. | 
rience + for no ſooner had the Americans thrown off the 
deſpotiſm of Britain, than a few ambitious individuals 
endeavoured to retain the dominion themſelves. In ſup= 
port of this project they received every poſſible aſſiſtance 
from the Court of Verſailles, and had not learning# been 
more general, and the principles of liberty better under. 
food than in the days of our Fathers, American heroiſn 
would have been diſplayed in vain. Lord George had a 
private Correſpondence with the American agents at Pais, 
and from him he learnt that Mr, Adams, Ambaſſador at 
the Court of London, was the principal actor in this Li. 
berticide Plot. He immediately conveyed the information 
to Laurens, Franklin, &c. &c. the letters that paſſed be- 
tween them, on that occaſion, are both curious and inte- 
reſting. In one of them he obſerves, that he ſaw their 
* ambitious deſigns in endeavouring to ſubvert the repub- 
d lican Government, by raiſing up an Emperor and Senzte 
like that of Rome, dependant on France, upon the ruins 
© of the betrayed Commonwealth, under the auſpices of 
6 *the WW aſhington Convention,” But as Lord George 


* Arthur Young not avly recommends the abolition of Sunday Schools 
and the liberty of che Preſs, but ſays the poor ſhould not be taught to rcad, 
leſt they ſhould read ſuch dangerous books as Mr. Paine 's. A more in» 
famous do@tine never came from the Chair of St. Peter, nor was there ever 
a2 groſſer inſult offered to the feelings of a Nation. It is ſcarce neceſſary to 
. oblerve; that ſo congenial is this do@rine to the deſigns of adminiſtration, 


that it has procured Mr. Young the lucrative appointment of Secrctary is 
the board of Agciculture, 
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thought that too much publicity could not be given to an. 
affair, in which the happineſs of millions was involved, 
he lent the following lettet to the Secretary of State. 
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PR % information of his Majeſly' s Council and Government, 1 
105 '" that you may beware ot Mr. Adams. 

a 4 ] have the honor to be; Ke. | 

w a Fon, | * GORDON.” 
1 Welbeck-ftreet, April 29th, 1786. | 

or at . 8 a 8 4 TENT a ep 1 
3 Li- The Secretary of State returned the following laconic 
ation anſwer, | | 

be. 4 Lord Gartaarthan preſents his compliments to Lord 
were 6 George Gordon, and returns his Lordſhip thanks for 
weir the note he received trom him yelterdays 

- mk 0 Monday night, May i. 55 
enate 

Bb To dileover A plot ind to defeat it, are often the ſame 
of thing; and the Court of France either changed their 


corge 
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re ever 


« To the MARQUIS of CARM ARTHEN: , 
1% My Lord, 
« Mr. Tufts, an American gentleman now in London, 


«is poſſeſſed of undeniable intelligence, that John Adams, 

« Eſq. who is received by the King as Ambailador from 
« the United States of America, has his ſalary paid him 
" quartefly by Comte d'Adhemar, the French ambsſſa- 
« dor. 1 thought it my duty to acquaint your Lordſhip 
« with Mr; Tufts intormaticn to me, for the immediate 


means of attack, or abandoned their deſigns altogether. 
Lord George had both the penetration to unravel their 


intrigues, and the courage to expoſe them; nor was it the 


firſt time that he had ſucceſsfully contributed to ſecure 
the liberty of the new World, upon a ſolid foundation, 


eſſary to 
er Mr. Adams and ſome others in America, have been long 
etary ie ſuſpetted by diſcerning men they certainly were uſeful 
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during the war; but in our degenerate days, in Brita, 
there are thouſands ready to pull down any ſyſtem, pro- 


vided it furniſhes them with a ladder, on which to mount 
into office themſelves. 


The clergy, ever ready to profit by the errors, or cid. 
fortunes of the haman rece, in the dark ages, when the 
mind, weakened and enervated by ſuperſtition, had uſurp- 
ed an almoſt unlimitted power, over the temporal affairs 
ol men, Their decrees were founded on the maxims ot 
Councils; and they, fegulated their judgements, upon that 
confuſed and unintelligible jargon, called the Canon Law. 
At firſt they affected to recommend a brotherly agreement, 
but by degrees, chicanry and deceit, with exceſſive exaCti- 

. ons, characterized their decifions : and contrary -to the 
expreſs authority of the goſpel, which they pretended to 
revere, they claimed a riglit to have their ſentences en. 

forced by the civil power: whereby in caſe of non-com- 
pliance, the moſt innocent might be baniſhed for life, or 
impriſoned among the vileſt criminals; 


On the Reformation, the Churches of Canterbury and 
York, which had hitherto been devoted ſſaves to the See 
of Rome, ſound means to retain their authority, and not- 
withſtanding their proteſtations to the contrary, have 
clearly demonſtrated that their Kingdom ts of this world. 
The Court ſeemed to countenance the impoſition, and in- 
deed as matters now ſtand, it would be madneſs to ſup- 
poſe that the one will ever ſeri#uſly attempt to reform 
the other. In the reign of Charles the firſt,* the Legiſ- 00 
lature were induced to aboliſſr theſe pretogatives altoge- 

ther, but they obtained full force again, when civil and 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny overſpread this unhappy land, upon h 
the reſtoration; and have been exerciled ever ſince, with FR 


6 16 Ch. t. c. 27. 
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more or leſs ſeverity, as the caprice or inter eſt of the“ 
clergy and the C n directed. 


Lord George, for a long time, regularly attended 
the lectures of the Rev. Mr. Wilton, a gentleman whoſe 
morals and abilities were in high repute among the Dif- 
ſenters, and during their acquaintance he had contratied a 
very great eſteem for him. Mr. Wilſon fell ſick, and 
in his dying moments was attended by Lord Georg2—as 
he had made no Will, a diſpute aroſe about his property, 
and it was neceſſary that Lo1d George's depoſition ſhould 
be taken: he offered to appear belore a Civil magiſtrate, 
but objected to an Eccleſiaſtic, partly from a conſcientious 
non- conformity, and partly from political motives, The 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury was greatly alarmed at this 
condua; his authority was hence queſtioned: it he 
declined the conteſt, the precedent was dangerous, and 
his revenues would be diminiſhed : if he attempted 10 
force compliance, it was likely to give riſe to an enquiry 
that might turn out eventually not very favorable to the 
Church, He wiſhed therefoie to compromiſe the matter, 
and propoſed attending Lord George at his own houſe in 
Welbeck-treet ; but his Lordſhip was neither to be gain- 
ed by threats nor promiſes, as his main deſign was to make 
it a national queſtion. After many fruitleſs endeavours 
either to terrify or ſooth him, he was excommunicated in 
the Church of St. Mary la Bonne, in May, 1786. He 
laughed at their proceedings, proteſted againſt their 
legality, and ſmartly obſerved, that © to expel him from 
** aſociety to which he never belonged, was an abſurdity | 
* worthy of an Arch- mg. 7 


As the excommunication had no effect in reclaiming. 


him, they wi.hed to have their ſentence enforced by the 


civil power, and threatened to apply for the Writ de Ex- 
K 2 
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cummunicato Capiendo.* Lord George on this obſerved 
that he was a Scotchman, adhering to the religion of his 
countiy, and the penal Statutes, annexed to eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures were aboliſhed ih North Britain, it was both cruel 
nd illegal to puniſh him without a trial by jury, with im. 
priſonment or baniſhment, for declining ſubjection to an 
_ eccleſiaſtical tyrant. —It was contrary to the precepts of 
the chriſtian religion, to juſtice, and humanity, and would 
render the condition of Britons, if in daily terror of the 
20h inquifition, more deplorable than that of their Indian 
Naves. 


The Scotch and the Diſſenters began to con fider it in 4 
ſerious point of view, and the Archbiſhop dreaded to put 
his threats in execution: but as it is a maxim among 


* The Eccleſiaſtical Court has not yet relinquiſhed its perſecuting ſpirit 
—the ſame per ſevering diſvoſition is ſtill to be found among the Holy 
Brethren; but they chuſe the 89 585 of their vengeance with peculiar 
prudence. 

The Rey. John Roe, miniſter at Calyerton, 10 for a long time paſt, and 
till continues to mariy under the act of Toleration. The Certificates are 
ſubſcribed by the parties aud recorded in the Regiſters of the ſociety; 
they provide for their own poor, and none of them are a burden to the 
public, In the year 1787, Mrs. Buſh, one of his diſciples, was carried 


be fore the Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Nottingham, and com- 


mitted for eleven weeks to the Houſe of CorreQtion on account of her 
Pie gnancy. Mrs. Buſh, with Mrs. Roe, the Miniſter? 8 wife, though ſhe 
had been married ever ſince the year 1480, were next preſented, by the 
Church Wardeus, to the Chapter of the Collegiate Church of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, for having ſeveral baſtard children, The Chapter iſſued 
their proceſs of citation, but neither of them appearingy they were pro. 
nounced contumacious and excommunicated, The reſentment of the 
Church was not yet appeaſed; for upon the 20th of January, 1787, tit 
Lord Archbiſhop of York, decreed twq letters to the King, © 1mploring 
his Majeſty, in order to curb and repreſs their malice, according to the 
« cutom laudably obſerved within this realm, that his Majeſty would 
* command their bodies to be taben and impriſoned ; that ſo thoſe whom 
1% the fear of God does not reſtrain from evil, the ſeverity of the law may 
14 at length repreſs.” 

His Majeſty, in conſequence of this notification from the Archbiſhop 
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7 
[ 


Prieſts never to forgive thoſe who queſtion their authoriy 
perhaps Lord Geo: ge's triumph. contributed, in a great de- 
gree, to accelerate his deftruttion, » 


About i this time the French began to ſhow ſy mptoms of 
reſiſtance againſt the rod that ſcourged them, and from cons 
viction that the luxury of Court was incompatible » th 
the happineſs of the people, t! ey ſyſtematically oppoled 
all its meaſures. As no government can be fi:mly efta- 
bliſhed, which has not {zberty and equality ior its balis, tne 
cabinets of Europe, for more than a century palt, have 
been wading deeper and deeper into an ocean ot boundleſs 


debt ; and 1t has been judged excellent policy to boriow 


immenſe ſums, from the monied men, at an exorbitant 
intereſt. This plan, at the expence of the public good, has 
united the rich to the crown—but however politic i it might 
have been in the beginning, they certainly went beyond 
their depth; for it taught the great body of the people 

that they had an intereſt ſeparate from both: and the taxes 


have become fo intolerable, that a general bankruptcy 1 1s 
reckoned inevitable, whilſt the combinations among the 


51 two Writs of 1 cabiendo againſt thele women in 1737: 
and they were thereupon take n and committed to the gaol for the County 


of Nottingham; ſtill re fuſing to ſubmit to the Spiritual Coyrt in the mat- 
ter of the marriage ceremony, claiming their right of marriage, as Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, under the act of Toleration, and an exemption ſrom all 
eccleſiaſtical ceyſures for their noa-· conformity. Mr. Courtenay endea- 
voured to bring the unhappy ſituation of theſe women before the houſe 
of Commons on the 26th of April, laſt Seſſion ; but tho” the impriſon- 


ment ofa Royal pair has ſhook the Empire to its very foundations, the 


much more cruel imprifonment of two honeſt and reſpectable perſons ex- 
cited noſpity in the breaſts of our Legiſlators, The Houſe poſt poned it to 
another ſeſſion; and they, with their child ren, ſtill continue to Janguiſh in 
the Gaol of Nottingham. Had theſe pretended crimes veca committed by 
any of the Privileged Orders, the Church would have remained in 
Gilence; but alas! they can neither boaſt of royal er noble bleed. Such 


partial ſeverity may be agreeable to che dogmas of the Cuusch, but it is 


Fontrary to the grand principles of juſtice and humanity. 
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priviledged orders and the increaſing extravagance of th, 
rich ſeem only calculated to accelerate the evil day of xc. 
tribution, 


The facility with which any nation raiſes money is juſt 
in proportion to the liberty it enjoys, and of courſe the 
reſources of Verſailles were moſtly exhauſted, whilſt to 
gratify the ambition of a luxurious Court demands followed 
demands ; but as credit is the child of opinion, the moment 
any government is diſcoyered to be verging to decay, 1t i; 
folly to attempt to borrow : no man chules to Wworiiup the 
fetting Jun, The human mind was advancing to maturity, 
and yet Maria Antoinette, to the diſgrace of her ſex, had 
recourſe to the moſt raſh unjuſtifiable means to gratify her 
luſts and inordinate paſhons—ſhe employed her pimps and 
ſecret agents to procure her money, and the Baſtile or ba- 
niſhment was the conſequence of a refufal. Among the 
number of her victims the ill-fated Caglioſtro.“ was com- 
mitted to the former. Tlie energy of the Pariſians iucreal- 
ed with their mis fortunes, and the fear of driving them to 
diſpair, by ſo many cruel examples, procured his releaſe. 
ment, but his property was detained, and the implacable 
reſentment of the Queen baniſhed him from France: 
Upon his arrival in England he contracted an acquaintance 
with Lord George which produced the tollowing paragraphs 
in the Public Advertiſer, 


PUBLIC ADVERTISER, Augult 22d. 1786. 


« Mr. Barthelemy, who condutts the affairs of France in 
* the abſence of Comte Dazimer, having ſent Mr. Da- 
* ragon with a meſſage to Comte de Caglioſtro, in Sloane - 


* caglioſtro retired to Rome, where his acquaintance with Ls George 
proved fatal to him. He was condemned to death, by an Eccleſiaſtical 
Court, for having broached ſome doctrines contrary to the mother Church 
—the ſentence was afterwards changed into perpetual impriſonment ; and 
he muſt languiſh in a Caſtle until death puts a period to his days, unlcls 
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« fireet, - intimating that he had reel e from the 
« Court of Verſailles to communicate to Comte de Cagli- 
© oftro that he had now permiſſion to return to France. 
« Yeſterday morning the Comte, accompanied by Lorch 
George Gordon and Mr. Bergeret de Frouville, waited 
„upon Mr. Barthelemy at the hotel of France, in Picca— 
„ dilly, for an eclairciſſement upon the ſubject of this meſ- 
« ſage from the Court of France, delivered by Mr, Bar- 
*« thelemy, relative to the permiſſion granted to Comte de 
„ Caglioſtro' to return to Paris. Mr. Barthelemy, the 
„Comte de Cambiſe, and Mr. Daragon, ſeemed much 
« ſurpriſed to ſee Comte Caglioſtro arrive in Lord George 
« Gordon's Coach, with his Lordſhip and Mr. Frouville, 


and having expreſſed their deſire that the Comte de Cag- 
© hioſtro alone ſhould ſpeak with Mr. Barthelemy, they were 


„informed that Lord George Gordon and Mr. Bergeret 
de Frouville were there on purpoſe to attend their friend, 
„ and that the Comte de Caglioſtro would not difpenſe 


4 with Lord George Gordon's abſence from the confer. 


*ence, Will any friend to hberty blame Comte de 
* Caglioſtro, after ten months impriſonment in a dungeon 
for having his friends near him, when inſidious propoſals 


are made to him by the faction of Breteuil ; and the 


* ſupporters of the Baſtille ? men who have already been 
* his deſlra&tion, and, after his innocence was declared by 
the Parliament of Paris, embezzled a great part of his 


fortune, and exiled him from France. Mr, Barthelemy, 
* (ſeeing the determination of the Comte's friends) then 
read the letter from Mr. Breteuil ; but upon the Comte 
* de Caglioſtro deſiring a copy, Mr. Barthelemy refuſed it, 
A great deal of coverſation thenenſued upon the ſubjekt, | 


* Which, ia all probability will give riſe to a ſull repre- 


a Trance, that the Pope gave private orders to ſtraagle him. 


the Sans Caecke ſhould fortunately relieve him. It is generally believed | 
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"i ſentation to the King of France; who i is certainiy very 
much impoſed on. The Queen s party is ſtill violent 
againſt Comte de Caglioſtro, the triend of mankind: 

and de Breteuil, le Sieur de Launey, “ Titon, de Bruni. 
eres, Maiue, Cheſſion, Bartnelemy, and Dazimer, are the 
metre inſtraments of that faction, The honour of the 
King of France, the juſtice and jadgment of the Parlia. 
ment of Paris, the good faith of the citizens, and the 
fy good name of the hation, are all attainted by the pillage 
„and detention of the property of Count de Caglioſlro. 
© The thouſands of good citizens, whoſe acclamatfons | 
„ ſhook the Baſtile upon the declaration of his innocence, 
10 m1ght \ very poſſibly give riſe to his exile, by increaſing 
« the e jealouſy and fear of an arbitrary government, But 
6 "Wy detain the fortune of a ſtranger, after his innocence 

© is declared? This is a very baſe procceding indeed, 


« M. de Bretc euil, and brings contempt and reproach upon 
« all concerned 1 in itz 


PRT fe AbvExTis EI. Reval 24th. 1786. 
Comte de Caglioſtro has declared he will hold no in- 


* tercourſe with any of Le Sicur Breteuil's meſſengers from 
France, except in the preſence of Lord George Gordon, ; 
The gang of French ſpi pies in London, who are linked wih 
% Monſieur de Merand, the Sieurs Bat tnelemy „Dazimer, 
* Cambile, and the Queen's Baſtile party at Paris, are try- 
ing the moſt inſicluous arts to entrap the Comte and Com- 
« teſſe, have the effrontery and audaciouſaeſs to perſecute 
< them publicly, and vilify their charatters even in this 


* The fate of tte 83 is well known. Le sieur de Launey was 90. 
vernor of the Baſtile at the expreſs deſire of the Court, he deceived the Pa. 
triots and after ward s put them to death in cold blood; but was at length 
obliged to yield to republican valour, and his bead was carried in triumph 


through the City, upon the immortal 14th July, 1789. De Bretevil is chief 
aqdviſer of the Allies in the preſent war, &c. | 
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te free country, where theſe noble ſtrangers are come to ſeek 
« protection in the arms of a generous people. The friend- 
« ſhip and benevolence of Comte de Caglioſtro, in adviſing 
« the poor Prince Louis de Rohan to be upon his guard againſt 
« the Comteſſe de Valois, and the intrigues of the Queen's 
faction, (Who {till ſeek the deſtruction of that noble 


% Prince) has brought upon the Comte and his amiable 


« Comteſſe the hateful revenge and perfidious eruelties of a 
60 tyrannical Government. The ſtory of the diamonds has 
« never been properly explained to the public in France. 
« It would diſcover too much of the baſe arts practiſed to 
« deſtroy Prince Louis, and involve in guilt perſons not ſafe 


« to name in an arbitrary kingdom.“ 


The injured of every country have à moral right to com- 
plain—in Britain it has always been the boaſt of our fathers, 


that there were no reſtraints upon the liberty of the preſs, 


or of ſpeech, except thoſe which decency requires ; but 
alas! tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis—the beſt in- 


tentions are now perverted and abuſed—truth has been 


deemed a libel; and the virtuous man who is deſirous to in- 


ſtruct his fellow citizens, muſt either expoſe himſelf to all 
the ſeverity of a new and terrible inquiſition, or mourn in 


filence the progreſs of deſpotic power. Time and circum- 
ſtances regulate the decrees of our Courts, and what is reck- 
oned patriotiſm to-day, may be conſtrued into a crime to- 
morrow. * 


8 


* « The diſcretion of a Judge is the law of Tyrants; it is always unknowa: 


« if is different in different men; it is caſual, and depends upon conſtitution, tem- 
4e per, and paffion. In the beſt, it is oftentimes caprice; in the worſt, it is every 
40 vice, folly, and paſſion to which human nature is liable.” —Lord Camden's 
Arguments in Doe v. Kerſey, Whether we are arrived at that deplotable ſituation 
which Camden ſo forcibly deſcribes, I ſhall leave the reader to determine. About 


twelve years ago, Pitt and Richmond addreſſed the Volunteers of I reland, and de- 
claimed much about independence, liberty, and reform; the people were weak 


oy 
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When the above paragraphs appeared, they excited no 
other emotions than thoſe of pity for an unfortunate indivi- 


dual; the people of England were not ſufficiently degraded 


to look up with blind ſuperſtition to a throne ſupported by 
uſurpations, and whoſe edicts were ſealed with captivity 
and blood, Maria Antoinette was then an object of abhor- 
rence ; neither her morals nor intrigues were ſuited to the 
Engliſh genius. As the politics of Courts generally depend 
upon the whim of a miſtrefs, or the ambition of a favourite, 
it is difficult to account for the ſudden change that took place; 
but a recommendation from Verſailles has heretofore been 
reckoned ſure preferment at St. James's : perhaps a mutual 
ſupport was judged neceſſary to cruſh the growing demo- 
cratic ſpirit ; or perhaps it proceeded from that Chriſtian 
diſpoſition of forgiving their enemies, and doing good to thoſe 
who had deſpitefully uſed them. Be that as it may, the Com- 
mercial Treaty was an offspring of this dark, but prolific 
intercourſe. When detached pieces of this famous Treaty 


firſt made their appearance, Lord George reprobated it both 


in the newſpapers and in hand- bills, obſerving “ that ſe- 
t crecy was a proof of guilt ; and that inſtead of affording a 
© market for our manufactures, it was deſigned as a cloak 
« for tranſplanting the principles of Verſailles to England.” 
He wrote Mr. Pitt ſeveral letters on the ſubject, but re- 
ceiving no ſatisfactory anſwer, he went to his houſe in 
Downing: ſtreet, upon the 2d November, 1786, and told 


him, “ if he did not produce a true copy of the Treaty in 


enough to believe them ſincere, and raiſed them to places of the higheſt truſt and 
emolument. They, however, no ſooner began to taſte the ſweets of oſſice, than 
their tone was changed into /oyalty, church, and king. The republication of the 
ſame pamphlet which brought them into place, has ſent Holt to Newgate for two 


years. When it was obſerved by his Counſel, that the above-mentioned ſtateſmen 


were the original authors and publiſhers, and that what was reckoned a virtue in 
1782, could not be deemed a crime now; the Judge replied, with a great deal of 


[ng froid, © the times are altered.” See Holt's VIX IAT ION, 8vo. 25, 6d. 
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« the French language, as Meſſrs. Rayneval and Eden had 
« ſigned it, he ſhould have the abſtracts, with the letters of 
« Pitt, and Elliot, put into the hands of Guy Faux, 
ce and burnt in different parts of London and Weſtminſter.” 
Lord George, and burning, were ſounds not agreeable to; 
the Miniſter, and the Treaty was immediately given up. 
They who have attended to the politics of the preſent reign 
can beſt tell if Lord George miſtook the ſpirit of the times. 
If the Cabinet really had the good of the people at heart, 
why violate the Treaty in 1793, when it was about to be 
uſeful to us ? Does the commerce of a Nation depend upon 
the pageantry of a King? Or are the intereſts of millions 
to be ſacrificed to the caprices of a Court! ? Baniſh the de- 
luſion !* 

Lord George likewiſe wrote a variety of papers upon 
finance, and diſtributed them amongſt the Jews in England 
and Holland—he knew that as long as Miniſters could bor- 
row with facility, the war ſyſtem would never ceaſe ; what 
they cannot accompliſh by valour, they will attempt to 
achieve by gold, and his deſign was to ſhew the incapacity 
of them all to pay ; every government in Europe (in his opi- 

nion) being on the eve of bankruptcy. He maintained 
that © the gold and ſilver in England did not exceed twenty 
« millions ſterling, and as there were more than two.hun- 
« dred millions of paper in circulation amongſt us, admit- 
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* In Ju'y, 1789, when the Royaliſts had bought up all the proviſions, and 
cauſed a great famine in France, the National Aſſembly applied to our Cabinet for 
25,000 ſacks of corn; and they were refuſed them under the pretence of occafioning 
a ſcarcity at home, In 1793-4-5, when thouſands of our Spitalfield weavers are 
" obliged to live upon raw cabbage and roots, and when above two millions of our 
countrymen are reduced to the greateſt poſſible diſtreſs, our Miniſtry are tranſport- 
ing our proviſions every day to the Continent, To ſolve this apparent inconſiftency, 
it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that the firſt requeſt was made by the fwini/h multi-. 
tude, and the laſt is deſigned to ſupport a gang of foreign ruſſians, fighting againſt 
the liberties of mankind, 
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76 LITE OF LORD G. GORDON, 
te ting, for the ſake of hypotheſis, that the different banks 


e poſſeſſed all the bullion in the nation, it was clear they 
„could not pay two ſhillings in the pound.“ I am not able 


to determine if his caleulations be correct; but as they have 


never been refuted, it muſt be allowed that paper is ex- 
tremely precarious: for all the banks, not even excepting 


that of England, have launched into the regions of ſpecula- 
tion; and we have experienced the misfortunes that the 
country adventurers have brought upon the public. In 


France the national faith is pledged for their aſſignats; in 

England we haye little more to depend on than the probity 
of individuals, The profits of commerce are uncertain, and 

the contracts of Courts {till more ſo ; but the wealth of a 


Republic conſiſts in the number of its inhabitants, and the 

ſecurity they can give, the whole territory they poſſeſs.* 
Lord George, who was conſtitutionally religious, had ac- 

quired a ſerious, contemplative turn of thinking, and 


though he abhorred the deteſtable uſurpation of Cromwell, 


he admired the means þy which he depoſed the deſpotic 
Stuarts, He believed that religion has a very great influ- 
ence upon the actions of men, and was ever firmly per- 
ſuaded that nothing operates ſo powerfully on the minds of 
the people, as the hopes and fears of future rewards and 
puniſhments, f He was well yerſed in the hiſtory of the 
Protectorſhip; his language, his manners, and cuſtoms 
were ſtrongly tainted with the characteriſties of that age, 


He always talked reſpectfully of the Commonwealth, re- 


gretted the Reſtoration, and ſeemed to have our republican 
anceſiors conſtantly in his view. 


FF Sce Smith's Wealth of Nations, 


+ The conduct of the modern French does not prove his ignorance of human 


nature: if they have renounced the worſhip of images and monſters, they ſtill adors 


reaſon aad virtue. 
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He had long entertained ſerious doubts concerning the 
truths of Chriſtianity, and obſerved © that its profeſſors 
6 were both at variance with revelation and reaſon; whilſt 
« the Jews literally adhered to the laws of Moſes.” He 
embraced Judaiſm. Had he, like many others, merely de- 
clined attendance at places of public worſhip, or tacitly 
favoured the religion of Nature, it would have occaſioned 
no ſurpriſe ; but it was ſurely matter of wonder to ſee a 
man of his genius and information attach himſelf to a 
ſyſtem ſo fatal to his deſigns, and more intricate than that 
which he had renounced : nor is there a ſimilar example in 
Great Britain, ſince the days of the eccentric Montague. 
To this unreaſonable and imprudent ſtep muſt be attributed 
his future degradation; for it was literally ſigning his poli- 
tical death. Nothing could have given greater ſatisfaction 
at St. James's, nor have tended more to eſtrange the affec- 
tion of the people, A thouſand idle ſtories were trumpeted 
up, and all the miniſterial engines ſet in motion. He who 
had equally braved the threats and allurements of Courts, 
was repreſented by ſome as hypocritical, turbulent, and 
ambitious; whilſt others imputed his converſion to mental 
derangement. 5 


The Jews have been the outcaſts of ſociety for more than 8 
two thouſand years, nor is there a Chriſtian nation that 
has not ſported with their blood. Perſecution never makes 
proſelytes; and inſtead of renouncing their prejudices, they 
have become more and more rivetted to them. They are a 
ſeparate ſociety, and bound by their laws to intermarry 
among themſelves. Excluſion has fixed them in a ſtate of 
warfare with the whole world, and this accounts for their 
apparent ſelfiſh diſpoſition. Reſiſtance to oppreſſion is the 
firſt law of nature, the remedy of man againit tyrants ; and 
whilſt the Jews are haraſſed with cruel impoſitions, they 
ill endeayour to evade them by cunning and deceit. What 
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at firſt was the effect of injuſtice, appears to be natural, and 
thus the oppreſſion of tyrants ſtamps the character of a whole 
people. Misfortune is pictured in their countenance, and 
for many ages there has not been a ſingle example of ſublime 
genius among the brethren. The glorious revolution of 
France has at laſt reſtored to them their long uſurped rights ; 


and, without the ſpirit of prophecy, we will venture to pre- 


dict, that before half a century elapſes, the diſtinQion be- 
tween Jews and Believers will be totally forgotten in that 


| fortunate land. Prieſts may talk about miracles, and fana- 


tics may continue to count their beads ; but till the reign 
of liberty and equality, agreeably with their true principles, 
is eſtabliſhed on the earth, that millenium will be looked 
for in vain. 

Nature deſigned all mankind to live as brethren ; but, 
according to the modern vocabulary, even the word patriot- 
iſm indicates a contracted mind. To improve the powers 
of mind and body, it is neceſſary that man ſhould be tranſ- 
planted from foil to foil, and intermarry with people of dif- 


ferent latitudes. Our legiſlators have been very attentive to 
| Improve their breed of horſes and of hounds, and the vege- 


table kingdom alſo derives advantages from tranſmutation : 


without this happy change, our apples would become crabs, 
and our wheat would degenerate into rye. Shall man, then, 
be excepted from this univerſal law of nature? And ſhall 
we ſtupidhy approve what we dare not put in practice! 
Shall monks and friars ſtill continue to inſult our judgment 


with impunity, by talking of natural enemies, and rival 


nations? And ſhall our Univerſities dare to teach any other 
emulation than that of ſcience and philanthropy? It has 


been my lot to be educated in the ſchool of prejudice, where 
we are taught to deſpife our neighbours, and to rejoice in 
their murder and deſtruction; to concenter all the gifts of 
nature within ourſelves ; but thanks to Heaven, the clouds 


7 


LIFE OF LORD G. CORDON, | 79 WM i 
of ſuperſtition are paſſing away—the pedagogues of tyrants | 
may again attempt to preach paſlive obedience, or to clank 
the chains of deſpotiſm in my ears ; but my reſolution is 
taken, and they ſhall never make me act unworthy of a 
man: The die is caſt, and if we cannot conquer, for my 
own part at leaſt, I will bequeath to poſterity an example © 
how they ought to die, | wt 
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Lord George: had long endeavoured to rouſe the drooping 
ſpirit of his countrymen to a ſenſe of their danger; but their 
ancient courage had deſerted them the deſcendants of thoſe 
who had repelled with fucceſs the all-conquering'arms of 
Rome, and driven with diſgrace both the Danes and Saxons 
from their rocky ſhores, have degenerated into penſioners, 
exciſemen, and mercenary ſoldiers. A nation whom ſteel 
could never ſubdue, has fallen a ſacrifice to cruel laws. 
Their tame ſubmiſſion, and flaviſh dependence on men in 
power, had ſoured his temper, and men in this ſtate of 
mind, from ſympathy, generally love to aſſociate with 
victims of perſecution, When we meet with diſappoint- 
ment in this world, we are apt to look up for conſolation 
in another, Perhaps he hoped to give celebrity to his fa- 
vourite ſcheme of finance by embracing Judaiſm ; per- 
haps he expected to have led back the Iſraelites to theis 
Fathers land; for I have heard him frequently repeat the 
following prophecy : *<* Behold the days come, ſaith the 
“Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righteous branch, 
and they ſhall no more ſay, the Lord liveth, which 
e brought up the children of Iſrael out of the land of 
„Egypt; but the Lord liveth, which brought up, and 
« which led the ſeed of the houſe of Iſrael out of the North 
& Country, and from all countries whither I had driven 
them; and they ſhall dwell in their own land.” Perhaps 
his conviction aroſe from internal evidence ; or perhaps he 


| Choſe rather to be conſidered as the leader of the Fews, than 


A „ 5 : * 


. r E ——— 


— — — — te —U Woerrrng. — 


$a 1 LIFE of LORD G. GORDON: 


the humble diſciple of Jeſus. But whether one or all of 
theſe motives had any influence upon his conduct, IT muſt 


confeſs, though I have talked a thouſand times with him 
upon the ſubject, I was never able to diſcover. I am cer- 


tain it did not anſwer his expectations, and have many rea- 
ſons for ſuppoſing that if he had been releaſed from his 


dungeon, the ſame motives that made him alter his religion 


would have been powerful enough to have operated a ſecond 
change. 


It was no ſooner univerſally believed that he had em- 
braced Judaiſm, than the Courts of Verſailles and London 
determined to proſecute him; the one, for the paragraphs 
on the Baſtile, and the dis for the 4 on Botany 


Bay. 
On his trial he intended to have employed his couſin Mr, 
Erſkine, who had acquired great eclat by his defence of 


him, in 1780; but this illuſtrious champion of the liberty 


of the preſs had previouſly received a general retaining fee, 
on the part of the Crown. * Diſtruſting the profeſſion, he 
reſolved, therefore, to plead bis own cauſe. His defence 
was bold and manly; he declared that the Botany Bay peti- 
tion was written with a view to call the attention of the 
people to the rigour of our penal code; and as what he had 
advanced was not only agreeable to ſcripture, but had met 
with the approbation of the wiſeſt men in all ages, it was 
impoſſible to conſtrue it into a crime, 


He prayed the Court to put off the proſecution which had 
been inſtituted againſt him by the Queen of France, until 
he could ſummon the Duke of Dorſet, who had been Am- 


| baſſador at Paris, and Mrs, Fitzherbert, &c. as exculpatory 


evidence; but though he had a fair and unqueſtionable right 
to this delay, a delay which had ſeldom, if ever, been rc 
fuſed to the vileſt criminal, his requeſt was rejected. A 


LIFE OF: LORD G. GORDON. : $1 
the deciſions of our Courts are generally directed by prece- 


dent, the public will eaſily perceive that the injury he ſuſ- 
tained by this refuſal, was fatal to the liberties of his country... 


The Attorney General opened the caſe by a long exordium 
on the virtues of the mo/? high, mighty, and puiſſant Maria 
« Antoinette, a great and illuſtrious princeſs, eminent ly diſtin- 
« guiſbed and renowned for her wiſdom , prudence, Juſtice, 
« clemency, chaſtity, and every other royal virtue.” To this 


rhapſody of technical nonſenſe, Lord George replied, with 


a ſmile, that © every body knew that the Queen of France 
« was a very convenient lady.“ I will not infult common ſenſe 
by repeating the venal jargon of crown lawyers. Lord 
George's defence, reſting merely on the merits of unſophiſ- 
ticated truths, availed nothing, and the Jury eue in 
a verdict Guilty. 


Lord George bowed reſpectfully to the Court, and re- 
tired; though he had experienced a great alteration in the 
diſpoſition of the people towards him, ſince his converſion 


to Judaiſm, it was ſtill doubtful if Government would judge N 


it prudent to puniſh him; and this accounts for the very ex- 
traordinary circumſtance of his being permitted to withaw 


without bail, after a verdict of guilt had been pronounced 


againſt him. Thinking it dangerous to continue in Eng- 
land, and being adviſed to avoid, if poſſible, the ſtorm, he 
reſolved to go te Holland ; but no ſooner was his departure 
known, than the officers of ;u/tice flew to his houſe in Wel- 
beck-ſtreet, and though his ſervants offered them the keys, 
they broke open the doors, deſtroyed his furniture, and 
committed every deſperate outrage. EL 


Upon his arrival in Holland he was immediately had 
ed by all the principal Revolutioniſts: both Dutch and 
foreigners crowded to ſee him; ſome from curioſity, and 
others from his profeſſing principles congenial to their own, 
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22 : LIFE OF LORD G. GORDON. 

But the Court of Verſailles perceiving that his ſtay in Hol. 
land would prove fatal to their criminal deſigns, command- 
ed their Ambaſſador, the Marquis de Verne, to endeavour 
to bribe the magiſtrates of Amſterdam, and prevail upon 
them to order Lord George to quit their territory in twenty. 
four hours. Money prevailed—the ancient ſpirit of Bel- 
gium was no more: commerce had contracted, corrupted 
the channels of patriotiſm. There was a time when no 
agent of deſpotiſm dared to have made ſuch a baſe propoſal; 
but, alas! Dutch patriotiſm is of late degenerated into a 
phlegmatic ſtupidity, only to be rouſed by the advantages 


of mercenary calculation: they determine upon every thing 


according to the quantity of gold and ſilver it is likely to 
produce. 


Every liberty i is now to be bought and ſold upon the Ex. 
change of Amſterdam ; and the conquerors of Philip the 
Sccond, and of the fanatics of Madrid, have themſelves been 
conquered by the all-powerful corrupter, the gold of van- 
quiſhed diſtant colonies! but the ſpirit ſleepeth, it is not 
dead— Belgia ſhall revive, and participate in the general 
happy regeneration that is now preparing for us all! 


In the moment of his ſetting off, the Burgomaſter viſited 
him in apparent confuſion, regretted the neceſſity of his 
departure, and propoſed Antwerp as a convenient and ſafe 
retreat. Lord George knew the fate he had to expect in 

the dominions of the Emperor, and prudently declined : he 

was afterwards aſſured that this pretended friendſhip of the 


Burgomaſter was a ſtate manœuvre; for a guard was pre- 


pared to ſeize him the moment he ſhould reach the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, and to convey him to the interior of Germany. 
There he would have ſuffered every torture which rage and 
diſappointed ambition could inflict, or he would have been 


privately murdered by the ſatellites of German deſpotiſm, 


i 
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The magiſtrates of Amſterdam, at the requeſt of his friends, 
ſent a guard with him to Harwich, where he arrived upon the 
22d of July, 1787. He retired incag. to Birmingham, arid he 
reſided at the houſe of a Jew, diſguiſed by a long beard anda 
broad ſhaded hat, after the Poliſh faſhion. He ſtrictly adhered 
to the religious ceremonies of his new brethren, underwent 
the holy operation of circumciſion, and was called by the 


name of 1ſrael Abraham George Gordon; but though he was 

| much admired by many of his aſſociates, and looked upon by 

a ſome as a ſecond Moſes, he was not allowed to enjoy repoſe; 

, for his landlord, like another Judas, betrayed him for thirty 

7 pieces of filver, and he was apprehended by Macmanus on 

0 the 7th of December, and conducted a priſoner to London. 
Upon the 28th of January, 1788, he was brought up to the 
Court of King's Bench, when he was ſentenced to an im- 

8 priſonment in Newgate for the ſpace of five years, and at 

” the expiration of which to pay a fine of 5ool., and to find 

1 ſecurities for his good behaviour for fourteen years, him- 

N ſelf in 10,000]. and two ſureties in 2 500l. each. 

: He was accordingly conveyed to Newgate, and ladged 5 

| among the common felons, confined in a cold gloomy apart- 

ment, ſecured with bolts and iron bars, where the ſun can 

0 never penetrate, and where, ſo humid is the atmoſphere, 

as that you breathe with difficulty, and the ſtones are thence 


covered with a green cruſt. There, as a patriotic writer* 
. eloquently deſcribes, on one ſide, ſenſibility ſheds a benig- 


he nant, unavailing tear over hundreds of young unhappy fe- 

he males, many the deſerted victims of brutal luſt, caſt for 
wo tranſportation, ſome for ſeven years, ſome for fourteen, 

mn and others for their natural life ; loſt to ſociety, cut off thus 

. | early from the enjoyments of the world, blaſpheming their 
5 | * gee Pigott's Treachery no Crime, or the Syſtem of Courts. 
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God, piercing the very walls with their ſhrieks, and im. 
precating curſes on their mercileſs, unrelenting perſecutors. 
On another, we behold a band of ferocious felons, render. 
ed cruel from oppreſſion, ſacrificed to want, ignorance, and 
temptation, claſhing their chains, and grinding their teeth 
in anguiſh, reſentment, and deſpair. In one melancholy 
ſecluded ſpot, we behold the ſolitary dungeon, where the 

patient ſacrifice, condemned to die, in calm reſignation 
awaits the dire execution of inexorable law. In another 
quarter, we view numberleſs inſolvent debtors, groaning | 
in hopeleſs miſery, abandoned to the caprice and malice 
of relentleſs, diſappointed creditors, 


In this wretched abode, innocence itſelf can find no re. 
poſe, for day and night there is one continued noiſe ; and 


groans, interinixed with ribaldry and blaſphemy, aggravate 
the horrors of the diſmal ſcene. The victims of cruel laws 
are there condemned to exiſt upon bread and water; to lie, 
without cloathing, on the damp ſtone floor, crammed to- 
gether like a herd of ſwine. How often have they been 
heard to curſe their fate, and implore their unhappy com- 
panions to put a period to their days! Did our legiſlators 
witneſs their diſtreſs, even they would feel compaſſion ; but, 
alas! they never vilit the manſions of woe which they them- 
ſelves have raiſed, Gambling, diſſipation, and nocturnal 
orgies engroſs their time, till they become callous to huma- 
nity, make no diſtinction between misfortune and vice, and 
Rniſh their career without having once known the luxury 
{the only luxury with which they are unacquainted) of 
doing good. 


Soon after his imprifonmekt, the cabinet, either affeQ- 
ing to appear lenient, or judging it politic to ſoothe his 
friends, ſignified, through the medium of his brother, that 

the One clemency would be extended to him, provided he 


UN 


- 
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made a public recantation of his opinions, and promiſed ta 
remain quiet in futue; but he ſcouted the zn/idions propa- 
ſal, and replied, with honeſt indignation, that ** to ſue for 
e pardon was a confeſſion of guilt ; that his public con- 
duct ſhould never diſgrace the principles he had eſpouſed; 
and that the tender mercies of the wicked were cruelties.“ 


Though confined to a dungeon, his mind was not inac- 
tive: if kings and prieſts were determined to perfecute him, 
he was reſolved, on his part, never to ceaſe from expoſing 
their follies and their crimes z the conteſt proved unequal, 
and it was eaſy to foreſee that it would never terminate but 
with the life of the noble democrat. 


In the year 1788, when the ſacred flame of liberty, which 
is one day deſtined. to illumine the world, was making rapid 
progreſs 1 in France, and when the arbitrary edicts of Louis, 
like the late deciſions of our corrts of ;u/tice, were found in- 
effectual to reſtrain the democratic rage, the infamous Ca- 
lonne, like his brother P*###, refolved to transfer the public 
attention from the errors of his adminiſtration, to the falſe 
glory of foreign conqueſts, Fomenting a civil war in Hol- 
land, he reminds me of the pickpecket, who, when in 
danger of detection, pointed at a harmleſs paſſenger, and 
exclaimed © op the thief!” The bait, however, had a 
temporary effect; and, whilſt the balance of fate ſeemed to 
hang in dubious ſuſpenſe, it was reſolved that Pitt ſhould 
promiſe every ſupport to the Stadtholder, whilſt the Court 
of Verſailles, playing a ſimilar game, alternately buoyed up 


and depreſſed the hopes of the diſaffected Dutch. There 


never was a ſerious intention of going to war in either ca- 
binet, but it was politic to divert the public mind, and as 
ſome plauſible pretext was neceſſary to juſtify a public rob- 
bery, this was deemed an excellent plea for an armament, 


* 
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and freſh taxes; a glorious opportunity of providing for 
beggarly couſins and unprincipled dependents, * 

Lord George was a rational, but inveterate enemy to 
Courts; he had coolly and diſpaſſionately examined their 


Proceedings, and found them always at variance with their 
declarations. Though they affect to pay defetence to reli. 


gion, and make virtue and morality their conſtant theme, 
yet they treat them with contempt behind the curtain; and 
thoſe very wretches who lately pretended to take up arms 
in ſupport of the Catholic religion, in la Vendee ; but, in 
reality, to re-inſtate themſelves in their former uſurpations, 
at the expenſe of every thing virtuous and good, heretofore 
declared, when in company with ſome of our devout prers, 
who are now canting about the impiety of the French, 
« that religion was an excellent impoſition for enſlaving the 
people; but that they themſelves believed there was no 
* God.” t Such pious declarations have been peculiar to 
the privileged orders in every age: and ſuch were the mo- 
tives that induced Lord George to ſuſpe& every thing that 
took its origin in Courts. He was wont to fay, that “ the 
ce beſt proof of the good ſenſe of his countrymen, was their 
« ſelling their King for a groat;“ and he gave it as his opi- 


nion, that before the end of the preſent century, © the whole 


« corps of ***** jachies would not fetch half that money.” 
Lord George wrote ſeveral letters to Admiral Kingſber— 
gen, who commanded the Dutch fleet at Portſmouth, del- 


* During the American war, Lord George uſed to reſide frequently at the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham's, who affected to be the people's friend. Upon his being 


appointed Prime Minifler, Lord George reminded h.m of his promiſe, and ſaid the 


bet way of ſerving the people, was to leſſen their taxes, and aboliſh the ſinecure 
places—the, Marquis hefitated ; and, upon Jord George's preſſing the matter, re- 


| plied, that „ the whole ſyſtem was 2 carrupt, that vuutbout bribery and ſecret ſervice 


n.oncy, it was impoſſible to carry on the buſineſs of Government ſor a Jingle day.“ 
* Sce Stanhope's Speech in the Houſe of Lords, Feb. 23, 17984. 
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' ined to act, in conjunction with the Engliſh, againſt 


France, explaining the motives of the armament, and aſ- 
ſuring him that nothing was more foreign to the intention 
of the different cabinets, than war; he intreated the Dutch 
to ſettle their difference without the interference of trea- 
cherous allies; and inſinuated that the Prince of Orange 
himſelf was nothing more than the ſecret agent of their 
enemies that every thing reſpecting Holland was already 
determined between the Courts of London and Verſailles 
and that nothing remained for the Dutch, but to return 
home with a good grace. 

Theſe letters were communicated to the States General, 
and the Dutch Ambaſſador at London ; and after various 
conſultations, the Admiral left England apparently diſſatis- 
fied, © The Dutch Ambaſſador's lady waited upon Lord 
George in Newgate, thanked him for the information he 
had given, and aſſured him that they had profited by his- 
advice. Calonne, partly from the increaſing commotions 
at home, and partly from his intrigues being diſcovered in 
Holland, left the Revolutioniſts in a mo/? princely manner, to 
ſhift for themſelves ; and Pitt enjoyed in ſecret triumph his 
too ſucceſsful manceuvre, in furniſhing matter for the cof- 
fee-houſe politicians, and providing for his minions, at the 


expenſe of the nation, 


He addreſſed a memorial to the friends of liberty, in 


which he expoſes the cruelty and jeſuitical deſigns of his 


enemies, and prophetically foretels the roya/ cruſade againſt 
the liberties of man. He deplores the wretched ſittation 
of a well-meaning, but deluded people, and aſſures them, 
that without virtue and reſolution on their part, the iron 


age of deſpotiſm was about to re-commence its reign ; he 
declares that he will never abandon the cauſe of freedom, 


nor flatter the vices of men in power; “ though he had 
been, for a long time, perſecuted, and hunted like a 
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* partridge on the mountains, by the particular command 


of the houſe of Hanover, and was now ſhut up among 


© thieves and murderers in Newgate.” This conduct, con. 


tinued he, had made his name and defires known almoſt 
over the whole world, and opened a correſpondence with 


focieties and individuals, entertaining the ſame views, in 


the ſurrounding nations ; and by the mutual interchanges 
olf publications, free thoughts, and eſſays upon the civil and 


religious ſettlements of various governments, and the ge- 


neral candour and inquiry after truth, which prevails 


among the people, he had been made acquainted with 
the ſentiments of many virtuous and well-intentioned Re- 


volutioniſts of every denomination. He had conſtantly 
exertcd the influence which this perſeverance and public 
ſituation had procured, in Europe, Alia, Africa, and 


America, wherever his correſpondence had required it; 
and althoug zh this influence was of ſuch 2 nature, that it had 
not yet been in his power to ſerve, or even ſecure himſelſ 
and his friends, at all times, from inſults and perſecutions, 
yet it had often been anxioully ſought for, by many, in 
their diſtreſſes, from different countries, and was ſtill 
dreaded by their proud rulers, who knew very well that no 
confideration on earth could prevail on him to ſupport the 
erueltics and tyranny of any civil and religious eſtabli{h-_ 


ments, Baitiles, or Inquiſitions. And it was a conſolation 


to reflect, that among many encouraging inſtances where 
this influence had already been applied by him, with ſucceſs, 
againſt oppreffion and injuſtice, the American war might be 
enumerated : the relief of the Athol Highlanders at Port- 
mouth—the ſubverſion of the falſe Patriots in Holland 
the increafing oppoſition to the payment of tythes to the 
clergy—and the recent declaration of war againſt the Em- 


prefs of Ruilia by the Sublime Porte, &c. &c. 


In all 


which caſes, the fecxet leaders of the parties are both deter- 
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mite and zefolved, neither to be bought off nor imimi- 
dated. He concluded by afſuring them, in the energetic 
language of truth, that liberty was proſcribed from the ca- 
binets of Europe, that an old alliance had been renewed 
between church and ſtate, and that their far ves were about 
to deluge the world with blood. 


Ever ſince his confinement” i in Newgate; he had been viſit- 
ed by Britons of every deſcription, and by foreigners from 
every quarter of the globe ; the Fetus looked upon him as a 
ſecond Moſes, and fondly hoped he was deſigned by Provi- 


$ 

1 dence to lead them back to their fathers' land: but though 
: he was liberal to others of a different way of thinking, amt 
y freely aſſotiated with infidels of every denomination, pro- 
c vided their religious tenets did not interfere with civil liber- 
d ty, yet, as he conformed to all the outward ceremonies of 
; the ancient ſuthers himſelf, he expected the ſame conformity 
d from thoſe who profeſſed a ſimilar faith. This practice, to 
If which he invariably adhered, induced him to refuſe admit- 
8, tance to all thoſe Jews, who, in compliance with the mo- 
in dern cuſtoms, ſhaved their beards and uncovered their 
1 | heads. | 
No Though 1 am no apolcgiſt fos religious fectaries, I can 
he admire conſiſtency. When certain prelates, whilſt they 
h. pretend to be the miniſters of peace, exceed even tyrants in 
on their fanguinary and deſtructive counſels, the mind revolts 
ere with horror from ſuch an infamous fraternity; but when 
{s, we ſee men, in defiance of euſtom, act up to their profeſ- 
be fion, from a conſciouſneſs of right, though contrary to 
rtf. their workdly intereſt, although we may be flow to approve, 
_ we ſhould not be haſty to condemn. To thoſe who confider 
the the Bible as the only revealed religion, this conduct will 
m- 


appear conſiſtent; nor will the philoſopher be ever able to 
reconcile the practice of churchmen, in deviating from what 
they ea to value more than gold or Slver, until he diſco- 
N 
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ver that the grand object of their defires is the poſſe on & 
wealth. 


In a political ſenſe, \owerds; Lord George“ 8 compliance 
With the laws of Moſes proved fatal to his intereſt—the 
rich Jews ſaw him no mere—and as he had demonſtrated 
that their cuſtoms were contrary to the law and the prophets, 
they, in revenge, adopted the miniſterlal cant of inſanity, 
phrenzy, &c. The Poliſh and Turkiſh Jews till came tb 
ſee him in great numbers; but, as they have little or no 
education, their prejudices are ſtrong; and theit informa. 
tion extremely local. They, in general, underſtand barter, 


and excel in feparating and refining metals; but, with few 
exceptions, they ſtudiouſly avoid all political fubjeQs, 


and Arrows their arguments with the — topic 
« money.” 


Nothing i 1s more certain than that the Almighty deſigned 


mankind to live comfortably and happy; ; to have peopled 


the world without furniſhing proviſions for its inhabitants, 
would argue the greateſt cruelty : yet ever ſince the begin- 
ning of time, man has groaned under the heavieſt oppreſ- 
ſions; and the carth, inſtead of furniſhing the comforts of 


life, ſeemed to have produced little, elfe than crimes and 


miſery, The ſufferings of the human race had almoſt ex- 
hauſted his patience, and taught him to look upon his fel- 


low- creatures as beaſts of prey. Inſtead of relieving the 
diſtreſſed, and fraterniſing with the ſtranger, the very ideas 
of humanity were extinguiſhed, and the moſt ferocious ava- 
rice became their ruling paſſion. To what ſhall we impute 
this ſavage barbarity ? Shall we accuſe Nature! ? No; we 


will never arraign the majeſty of Heaven. It was owing 
to the coalition of church and ſtate, which ſeized -the 
productions of the ſoil, and impoſed upon the under- 
ſtanding to ſuch a degree, that millions believed the) 
were ordained by Providence to adminiſter 10 the luxuries 
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of thoſe who have ever delighted | in blood and laughter, and 
fained the earth with human gore. 


But upon the immortal 14th of J uly, 1 789, a day which 
gave new life to man, the pillars of ſuperſtition were ſhaken 


by the capture of the Baſtile, and the thunderbolt of reaſon 


hurled deſpotiſm from its throne. Man, after ages of pro- 
ſcription, was reſtored to his original importance in the 
cale of beings. The priſoners were freed from their 
ſhackles, and the day of univerſal redemption ſeemed to be 
at hand The glad tidings fiew like lightning from pole to 


pole, and the moſt diſtant nations participated in the joyful 
event. Even the ſolitary tenants in Newgate ſeemed to 


forget their misfortunes, and anticipated in imagination 
the approaching millennium, Nothing could have given 
greater ſatisfaction to Lord George, who was ſuffering - all 
the horrors of a goal, for his attack upon the Baſtile. It 


was likewiſe a preliminary ſtep to the overthrow of that 


imperious woman, to whoſe intrigues, in part, he had 


fallen a victim; it was more, it was a ſtep to univerſal 
emancipation : he therefore ſent the following petition to 


the National Aſſembly - 


10 To the Nations! Aſſembly of France. 
. The Petition of Lord GEORGE: GoRDoN, 
% Humbly ſheweth, 
75 That a ſentence of two years impriſonment among the 
« felons and tranſported eonvicts in Newgate, with a fine 
« of five hundred pounds ſterling, and fifteen thouſand 
pounds ſecurity for fourteen years to come, have been 
** paſſed upon your , for a publication in favour 
« of liberty i in France, in which the name of the Queen, 


« je Comte de Breteuil, and le Marquis de Launey were 
mentioned, as a party ſupporting arbitrary power, io * 


* bi cachet, and the Baſtile. 
| 5: MS. 
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That this publication was made with a view to fuccauy 
ce the oppreſſed, and from the beſt information, which he 
40 received from ſeveral of the nobility and gentlemen of 
& France, who were in London at the time of the publica. 
* tion, who requeſted your petitioner's aſſiſtance in the 
te the cauſe of ſreedom. 3 


© — 


tc That your petitioner has received great ſatisfaction in 
te the midſt of his ſufferings, in finding that the good peo- 
te ple of France have hitherto ſucceeded i in their endeavours 
«to regenerate their conſtitution ; ; and he prays to the Al- 
7 mighty to crown your patriotic exertions with liberty and 
6c peace. 


© The requeſt, therefore, of your netitioner, is, that 
te your moſt honourable Aſſembly, in your wiſdom and 
« ſympathy, will apply to the Court of London to relieve 
& your petitioner from the above-mentioned ſentence and 
de impriſonment. 


Felons Side, Newgate Priſon, 
London, Fuly 23, 1789. 


G. GORDON.” 


Liberty owes much to the firſt Aſſembly of France; and 
when compared to moſt governments in Europe, they 
appear to be more than mortals ; yet, as mother church had 
found means to infuſe her deadly poiſon into the body poli- 
tic, ſome of the old leaven now and then predominated. 
That men ſhould ſometimes ſoar above the prejudices of the 
age, and at other times ſacrifice juſtice and humanity to 
etiquette ; that they ſhould, in one inſtance, break the 
chains of deſpotiſm ; and, in another, rivet them more 
firmly than ever, may appear to perfons not in the habit of 
reflection, unaccountable and ſtrange ; but it is nathing elſe 
than a natural ſtruggle between ſuperſtition and reaſon, 
| between ſelf-intereſt and univerſal good: and that the Na- 
tional Aſſembly were frequently fettered in their proceed. 
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ings by theſe contending paſſi ions, will appear undeniable 
from Gregoire' 8 reply ; | 
60 Paris, 24th February, 1790, 
« Sir, 

% Annexed you will find the opinion of the Committee 
« of Reports of the National Aſſembly. I have been un- 
« able to anſwer you ſooner, becauſe at the time you wrote 
« to the Aſſembly, and when I was one of its ſecretaries, it 
could not take cognizance of any particular buſineſs, and 
& had not then appointed a Committee of Reports. Your 
« papers, in the mean time, were depoſited among the 
« archives. M. le Preſident having received your laſt let, 


d ter, and communicated it to the preſent acting Committee 


* of Reports, of which I am preſident, the Committee 
« ordered your former letters to be produced, and upon the 
« examination of them, which one of its Members has 
% made, the Committee, upon his report, haye determined © 
« that as you are a foreigner, and detained in the priſons of 
“England, it would be improper to deliberate upon the 
« ſubject. Be aſſured, Sir, that I have greatly intereſted 
« myſelf in your requeſt, and that I am ſincerely grieved, 
« as well as the gentlemen of the Committee of Reports, 
« at our inability to ſerve you, 


406 Believe me, with the moſt ſincere attachment, 
c Sir, 5 
* Your very humble and very obedient ſervant, | 
e, 7 1 50h ELUNE. * 


(c WE | 
The Committee of es of the National Aſſembly 


« having taken into conſideration your laſt letter, and thoſe 


66 of prior date, which you have addreſſed to the Aſſembly, 
were of opinion that there was no ground for deliberating 


** on your requeſt : and that being a foreigner, and detained 


94 LIFE. OF ,LORN. 8. 8 OR DON. 
in the priſons af England, vou ſhould. apply for redrefs 
« to the tribunal of that kingdom, that is able to afford it 
VVV 
TY & I have the honour to be, Sir, 
VV» « Yaurhy Ne, 
l e 
Lord George Gordon, in the prion 1 
/ Newgate, in England. 
Paris, Feb. 24, 190; = _ 
Upon the receipt of the above, Lord George immediaely 
eturned the following anſwer: 3 
& To Mr. Preſident Gregaire, and the Manbers of the Com- 
ce mittes of Reparts of the National Aſembly, at Paris. 


“Gentlemen, 
I had the honour to receive your letter, containing the 
1 report of the Committee, dated the 24th of February, 
under the new great ſeal of the nation; and it is my duty 
«to acknowledge with gratitude the condeſcenſion which 
ee the National Aſſembly have ſhewn, by receiving my pe. 
ec tition, and referring it, even in the midſt of their moſt 
« important deliberations, to the examination and opinion 
* of your Committee. This attention and politeneſs of the 
« National Aſſembly will never be effaced from my memory. 
I petitioned with confidence in their friendſhip, and you 
« have anſwered me in terms of affection. The very obli- 
ging expreſſions which accompany your report, perſuade 
me of the particular good wiſhes of the members of your 
Committee, and induce me to believe that you will con- 
e ſider with candour the remarks which J preſume to, make 
son your report, and then communicate them to. the Na- 
+ tional Aſſembly, 


e Your Committee, you inform me, having taken cog- 
1 aizance of my petition, were of opinion that they had n 
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® om to deliberate, becauſe I am a ſtranger, and detalhed 
«in an Engliſh priſon. : 


a Whit, Gentlemen! are the powers of France dimiz. 
i nithed under the National Aſſembly and the new conſti- 
te tijfioh ? Has the arm of your Monarc-become withered 
te jn the department of Agra affairs 5, in the very moment 
t of regeneration f 


Would not the Marquis de la Luzerne, the preſent 
« French Ambaſſador, obey the commands of the King and 
ic your Aſſembly, to ſolicit the Court of London to releaſe 
me, on your behalf, as willingly and with as much pro: 
« priety as M. Barthelemy, | at the ſuit of M. de Breteui] 
t and the Baſtile partiſans, applied to the Court of London 
« to impriſon me? Or is the Duke of Gordon's brother 
« intended to be made an example to the Courts of Europe 
& of the want of power in the National Aſſembly to ſhew 
e mercy and deliverance, by the ſame medium of the Court. 
t of London, through which M. de Breteuil had intereſt to 
t oppreſs and perſecute? But perhaps the Court of London 
&* do not acknowledge the powers of the National Aſſembly 
t& and the new conſtitution, in the official line of the corps 
« diplomatique! Perhaps M. Barthelemy may till conti- 


nue to be the Charge d' Aﬀaires of the Breteull and Po- 


« lignae parties! And if this be the caſe, which I have 
« too much reaſon to apprehend, I muſt {till reſign myſelf 
© 10 ſaffer with patience ! We have heard, indeed, of the 
« Duke of Orleans taking the civic oath in London, to be 
e true and faithful to your Aſſembly ; but we have not yet 
e deen informed either of the Marquis de la Luzerne or 
M. Barthelemy taking the civic oath, receiving their new 
ec credentials, or being ceremonially introduced to announce 
ce your new Conſtitution and powers to the King of Eng- 
« land. They remain here as yet, unhappily for me, ap- 
« pointed, connected, and inſtructed by the Miniſter that 
eat 
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te exiſted, when tyranny was in its full force in your 
« country. 


„ The King and Queen of n now that they are both 

a ho ſincerely attached ta the National Aſembly, and have ſo 
« ſolemnly declar ed, their intentions to educate the Dauphin in 
4e the principles of 4 new conſtitution, ought not to be ſuſ- 
40 pected of ſtill favouring and protecting the meaſures of 
« M. de Breteuil, in a ſecret manner, through the media- 
© tion of his inſtruments at the Court of London. It would 
« be ungeheroys in mie to inſinuate ſuch ſuſpicions againſt 
« their Majeſties—l do not deſire to awaken freſh alarms 
« in the minds of your Aſſembly; but 1 remonſtrate with 
d that ſincerity and ingeniiouſnefs which the injuries I have 
ce received from the Court of Verſailles, under the admini. 
de ſtration of M. de Breteuil, entitle me to make uſe of. 


« Tt ſtill remains with the National Affembly to do me 
« the juſtice to endeavour to relieve ine. The ears of Eu- 
©< rope are fixed upon your proceedings in this cafe, and let 
© it not be ſaid that you have deſerted your friend in his 
«= calamity, and turned away your eyes from his petition; 
& You now flecp in ſafety in your beds, free from the ter- 
& rors of the Baſtile, and the lettres de cachet, to diſturb 
«you ; and can you, without emotion, ſuffer me to be 
locked up with murderers and tranſports in New gate, for 
two years to come, and to pay a fine of five hundred 
te pounds ſterling, and find ſecurity for fifteen thouſand 
« pounds for fourteen years, in conſequence of the orders 
of M. de Breteuil to M. Barthelemy, to proſecute me 
« for my exertrons agarnft his cruel exerciſe of thoſe en- 
« vines of deſpotiſm, in the cauſe of one of your preſent 
members, the Prince Louis de Rohan ? 


The report of your Committee, by the aF:Qionate 
% manner in which it has been communicated, gives me 4 
« {air opportunity to ſay much more; but I wiſh rather *© 


te 
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te refrain, and ſuppreſs many of the arguments which might 


« be advanced in ſupport of my cauſe, I truſt entirely to 
cc the diſcretion of the National Aſſembly. 


« T am not now addreſſing myſelf to the feelings of the 
cc good people of Paris, upon this very delicate ſubject; I 
« am only appealing to the equity and integrity of their 
« new governors. I hope, therefore, Gentlemen, that 
ce you will accept this memorial as a freſh token of my re- 
« ſpeQ for the National Aﬀembly, of my wiſhes for the 
ce tranquillity of the ſtate, and of my conſideration for the 
cc character of Frenchmen. . 

ce Believe me, Mr. Preſident, and Meſſieurs the Mem- 
re hers of the Committee of Reports, with the molt ſincere 
« attachment, 

« Your moſt kumble and moſt obedient ſervant; 
Newgate Prifon, eng. % G. GORDON.” 

London, March, 1790. 

The republican members of the Aſſembly were very much 
ſtruck with this remonſtrance; they detailed his ſufferings 
in all the patriotic journals, and Pigott, the philanthropiſt, 
wrote a pamphlet in his favour. 


As! it is an etiquette amongſt the Courts of Europe to re- 
ceive nothing officially in time of peace, from a foreign 
country, unleſs it come from the executive power, Lord 
George was adviſed by his Pariſian correſpondents, to re- 


queſt Louis, under the title of the reſtorer of liberty, to 


apply to the Court of London in his favour. They aſſured 
him that matters ſhould be ſo arranged in Paris, that Louis 
could not refuſe his ſanction: and „ if the King of Great 
Britain ſhould refuſe to ſet him at liberty, it would ſtill 


c ſerve the common cauſe, by making the fountain of mercy 


ce ztfelf ſuſpeFed.” In conſequence of this advice, Lord 
George wrote to Louis, who received his petition with /- 


® 
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fected joy, and promiſed immediate relief: afterwards, 
however, he had ſeveral conferences with Lord Gower, his 
Britannic Majeſty's Miniſter at Verſailles, on the ſubject, 
and it was agreed that he ſhould not be liberated. But as 
Louis was under more reſtraint than the Britiſh monarch, 
it became neceſſary to make a formal application at St. 
James's ; and to acquaint Lord George, by his Ambaſh. 
dor, with his extreme ſorrow, that his requeſt had not ſuc- 
ceeded. Such pitiful ſhuffling would diſgrace a gang of 
pickpockets; and yet to ſuch pitiful ſhufflers did Lord 
George fall a victim! 


In the foregoing Memoirs it has appeared, that Erſkine 
owes his ſucceſs, in a great meaſure, to his defence of Lord 
George; and Fox was undoubtedly obliged to him for his 
excrtions at the Weſtminſter Election; but in the year 
1791, when Luxford, one of the oppoſition ſcribblers, 
wrote a libel on the government of France, the politics of 
the party appeared 1n their proper light ; which produced 
the following letter from Lord George to the Speaker of the 
Houle of Commons : 


« SIR, | 

« Tas tickliſh ſtate of the preſs having become the ſub- 

cc ject of parliamentary interference, with a view to reduce 

. « the matter to ſome degree of certainty, we may preſume 
e that the moment is now come when it may be permitted 

to uſe the privilege, in moderation, to write our ſenti- 

c ments on the late debate; and to help the further diſcul- 
« ſjon of the merits or demerits of the bl in agitation. 

© The various caſes, deciſions, and reports on the ſub- 

& ject of libels, are ſo contradictory to each other, and al- 

« molt all of them to equity and juſtice, that they ſufficient- 

1 ly prove the neceſſity of a ſpecific law, clear and well de- 

« fined, to ſecure the liberty of the preſs. 


5 
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« But what ſecurity to the preſs, what ſpecific, clear, 


« and well-defined law can be expected from the motion 


6 lately carried in the Houſe of Commons? Mr. Fox ſup- 
« ported it upon one principle, and Mr, Erſkine ſeconded 
« jt upon a direct contrary one. One argued from parti- 
& cular to general propoſitions ; the other from general to 


14 particular; which will render it impoſſible to form a bill 


« to juſtify both their opinions, and ſatisfy both ſides of the 
« houſe. The decree on the mulattoes lately paſſed at 
« Paris, and which has given ſuch univerſal diſguſt, both 


ce to the blacks and to the whites, is a ſeaſonable example 


& to your honourable members, to avoid any thing of a 


10 double controverſial Janus-faced meaſure on the doctrine 
* of libels. 


Mr. Fox was in fad the only member who ſtated any 
10 ſpecific grievance. He founded all his arguments on the 
e caſe of Luxford, the proceedings againſt whom he con- 
„ demned, as mo/? inordinately ſevere ; and of courſe, we 
© may ſuppoſe, as he was one of the members ordered to 
« prepare and bring in the bill, that he has drawn it up in 
« ſuch a manner as to prevent ſimilar mo/? inordinately ſevere 
« proceedings againſt any other citizen, which will be a 
direct, though tacit condemnation of the laws, as of late 
« executed ; and unleſs Mr, Fox has ſo prepared the bill, 
“he will do nothing to relieve and redreſs the grievance 


upon which his argument, on the caſe of Luxford, is 
founded. 


Mr. Erſkine, on the contrary, approved and ſupported 
* the whole proceedings againſt Luxford; and avowed 
* that if he himſelf were promoted, at preſent, to be a 


e Judge in the Court of King's Bench, he would be bound 
to accede to all the precedents, and to adminiſter the law 


ein the ſame manner in which it was adminiſtered by Lord 
Mansfield and the preſent Judges, as ſtrictly congrnial to 
O 2 
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« the principles of the conſtitution, however inclination or 
cc common ſenſe might lead him to think otherwiſe, 


cc This illuſtrious orator was pleaſed alſo to communicate 
cc to the houſe, his preſcription to his patients labouring 
ic under the difeaſe of libels : he often (he ſaid) adviſed hi 
. & clients to take a doſe of laudanum, rather than to proſecute ; 
& to take no notice of the libel, to ſtrive to pet the better of 
te their feelings, and to let the ſlander die away.” And per- 
c haps it may be aſcribed to the very accommodating virtue 
& of this /audanum, that he has been enabled to expunge 
ce and get the better of his own ſenatorial memory, in the 
ce caſe of Lord George Gordon; for, in his character of bar- 
c riſter, he is always obliged 10 remembcr 4 be againſt him: 
&« as he ſaid himſelf to an attorney who applied to him on 
te the proſecution of the Queen of France commencing 
ce againſt his Lordſhip, that he had, for a long time paſt, re- 
c ceived a general retaining fee on the part of the King againſt 
e Gordon; and that his appearance againſt his Lordſhip, in 
« that very cauſe for which the attorney wiſhed his ſupport, 
& cvould be a proof of it—and ſo in truth it happened, BEE. 

ce A general retaining fee from the Crown to a barriſter, 
« cannot, however, be ſuppoſed to operate fo unconſtitu- 
ce tionally as to injure the memory of an honourable member 
5 of the Houſe of Commons. Symptoms of forgetfulneſs 
in a barr Her, on certain caſes of libels, may appear very 
cc ſtrong ; ; but then it would be a moſt falſe, wicked, ſcan- 
dalous, and malicious libel againſt the ſenator, to connect, 
« or endeavour to connect the laudanum doſe of a general 
< retaining fee, and the aforeſaid ſtrong ſymptoms of for- 
« getfulneſs, together in his perſon, either by id 9%, ſcilicet, 
cor other the moſt diſtant inuendoes. It ſurely then was 
< nothing elſe but the opiate draughts which he ſo often ad- 
„ miniſters to his clients to kill ſlander, to get the better of 
6 their feelings, and prevent their noticing any thing diſ- 
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te agreeable, that have a little blotted Mr. Erſkine's note- 
e book on this famous proſecution, 


ec The honourable member put the houſe in mind that 
te he had been acquainted with the bar of the Court of King's 


„Bench for thirteen years; and he could ſay, in truth, that 


&« the officers who repreſent the Crown, conducted themſelves 


e during that period, with moderation. So good a charac-- 


tc ter of the officers who repreſent the Crown, given by ſo 
« worthy and learned a brother, would indeed be of great 
« yalue to them, if any truſt could be placed on his memo- 
« ry ; but, alas! where was the boa/icd moderation of the 
« Crown officer when this eloquent orator himſelf was 


« pleading in favour of Lord George Gordon, in 1781, and 
« declared that his noble client was watched by wicked men, 


&« for purpoſes of vengeance, and that the Crown had totally 


« failed in giving his behaviour ſuch a context as could juſtify 


& in the mind of any reaſonable man, the concluſion they wiſhed 
& to eftabliſh. And did he not add, perſonally addreſſing 
6 himſelf to the Attorney General, IS AY, By Goo, THAT 
e MAN IS A RUFFIAN.* But the ſame unlucky doſe of 


&« lJaudanum, which has ſo entirely obliterated the caſe of the 


&« French libel in 1787 from his notes, has undoubtedly ope- 


ce rated very powerfully in letting the ſlander of the ruffian- 


“like conduct of the officers of the Crown die away alſo 
from his recollection and future notice. 


« Mr. Erſkine, however, is not to be marked alone for 


te the treachery of his memory, in the caſe of Lord George 


“Gordon; for the faſhionable torpedo of his laudanum 
« ſeems to have extended itſelf in the Houſe of Commons, 


e and benumbed the memories of all the other caſe-reciters 


* who ſpoke upon the ſubject. It may therefore be eſteem - 


dee Mr, Erſkine 8 Speech, in Gurney” s State Trials, 


0 ed 1. to jog and revive their memories a litle, by : 
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& a moderate and conſtitutional exerciſe of the pen, leſt 2 


“ general lethargy towards equal rights on libels ſhould take 


# root among the Engliſh members, through the increaſing 
« influence of Mr. Erſkine's opium, which, like the venom 
* of the bite of the Italian tarantula ſpider, ſeems already to 
c have thrown ſeveral learned gentlemen from Scotland into 
« ſuch a criſis of heavineſs, on the doctrine of libels, that 
$ all the routine of dancing and drinking at the Ducheſs of 
« Gordon's could not agitate their memories, or awaken 
46 their feelings to the ſituation of their countryman in 


= Newgate, 


% Mr, M*Donald, the Attorney General, entered like- 


„ wiſe into the caſe of Luxford, now in the King's Bench 


« priſon, and ſyſtematically juſtified all the proceedings 
* againſt him; and objected to the Houfe going into a 


grand Committee of Juſtice, as that would induce the 


« people to believe that the conduct of the executive power 
* and the judges, were cenſurable in the caſe of Luxford. 
« In the ſeventy cafes of indictments for libels, in the laſt 
6 thirty years, which Mr. M Donald enumerated, to prove 
** the lenity of the executive power, he only juſt let one 
« very lenient ſentence eſcape his memory, viz. five years 
% impriſonment among ibe felons in Newgate, a fine of frve 


e hundred pounds, and ſecurities for fiftcen thoufand pounds 


« more, for fourtcen years to come! +! A flraggling caſe, of 
“ ſuch little note at St. James's, might eaſily be overlooked, 
*in the enumergtion of ſeventy indictments, by any ftrag- 
« 7/:ng barrilter who had not been fee'd in that very cauſe ; 
ac but Mr. M<Donald and Mr. Erſkine had both the honour 
„of being touched upon this occaſion, by the Crown, 
through the organ of the Solicitor of the Treaſury ; and 
{© ſupported the profecution, in open court before Judge 
“ Luller, | 
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er Mr, Pitt too, following the path pointed out to him 
« by the Attorney General, objected to a grand Committee 
« of Juſtice, and juſtified the proceedings againſt Luxford, 


&« as his libel ſeemed calculated to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord | 
© between this country and France, upon the ſame grounds 


« that Sir Richard Pepper Arden proſecuted Lord George 


« Gordon. But the Chancellor of the Exchequer, although 


he paid the fees of this proſecution, had entirely forgot 
ce that any ſuch parallel caſe with Luxford's exiſted : the 


% laudanum ſtill triumphed, and the unanimity was preſer- 


“ved, by hinting at Luxford's pardon, and by preventing 


e the introduction of the Newgate caſe to the conſideration 


of the Houſe. He willingly conſented to Mr, Fox's 
« /imple motion for leave to bring in a bill, but merely on 
* the principle, that the matter to be agitated in that bill 


was not to reflect upon the laws, nor the preſent practice 


ee and deciſions of the Courts. 


cc And Mr. Jekyll's congratulations on the apparent una- 
& nimity of the Houſe, mult certainly have alluded merely to 


* the /:mple motion of the day, for the perſons appointed to 
cc prepare the bill, were as oppoſite from unanimity in their 
« principles, as it is poſſible to be. 


c The deliverance of Mr. Lux ford ſeems to have been the 


e burthen of that day's debate; and if it be procured by an 
© addreſs to the throne from the Houſe of Commons, or by 
© any other means, I ſhall be very happy to hear of it; but 


« ſtill, if the Houſe ſolicits for a pardon, his accepting it 
« will be a confeſſion of his crime. And unleſs the prin- 


e ciple of that proſecution is adhered to by Mr. Fox, in the | 
bill he has prepared, as inordinately ſevere and unjuſtifiable, 


« with a view to what ſhall in future be the law and prac- 


* tice, (which is directly contrary to Mr. Erſkine's view of 


« the ſubject) nothing at all will be added by the bill to- 


* wards the better ſecuring the liberty of the preſs. 7 
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& pardon of an individual, firſt involved, and then partially 
E picked out again by Mr. Fox's party, after the people's 
ic expectation has been ſo long in labour to bring forth a 
£ PUBLIC GOOD, would be too ridiculous a mouſe to ſatisfy 
<« the eagerneſs and cravings of our political goſſips; and it 
ic might be looked upon by ſome, who, with Mr. Burke, 
& regard the blue and byff reformers in the light of a /a&ion, 
4c only as a ſort of compounding of a public cauſe for a per- 
c ſonal intereſt, This unſeemly conduct of the matter, to 
e uſe Mr. Fox's own ſimile, would be reducing the grand 
he object of the bill, fir/t, from a grant to a man; and _ 


© wards, from a pigmy ts a non-entity ! 
e But as all manner of ſubtlety, fraud, and tricking, is 


« mean, and utterly bencath men of ſenſe and probity, we 


< have a right to expect better things from the honourable 
members of the Houſe of Commons. 


« King Solomon truly obſerved, that dead flies canſe the 
c ointment of the apothecary to ſend forth a ff inking ſavour ; ſo 


« doth a little folly him. that is in reputation for wiſdom and 


*« honour. A partial inſolvent af, to releaſe only the blue 
* and buff bankrupts, would be an abominably ill-ſcented 


dead fly in the proceedings of the whole Houſe of Commons 


ci England, in Parliament aſſembled ; ſo doth the late 


ce little folly of making fiſh of one man, and fleſh of ano- 


« ther; of reviving Mr. Luxford from the immurement of 
« the King's Bench priſon, and ſaying the burying ſervice 
ver Lord George Gordon in Newgate, for ſimilar libels, 


„ cauſe the ſpeeches of the reputed wiſe and honourable 


« Mefirs. Fox and Erſkine, to ſend forth a very ſinking fa 
e vour of partiality, 

« I am, Sir, your kindle 1 . 
d « G, GORDON.” 
Newgate Priſon, 1791, 8 
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Luxford obtained a pardon through the medium of the 
Oppoſition; and the other libellers, unconnected with 
party, were ſuffered to remain in gaol. Experience has 
proyed tliat the bill produced no good effect; and the tem- 
poriſing conduct of the Commons has induced Miniſters 
to increaſe their ſeverity beyond all former example; for 
during the laſt twelve months a greater number have been 
proſecuted for ſtate offences, tlian for twenty years before 1 
nay, even than when Star- chamber tyranny was in full 
force. 


It has ever been the privilege of Courts to make laws for 


others, which they themſelves diſregard - Whilſt every thing 


that is immoral was practiſed by the great, the Cabinet 
iſſued a proclamation, enjoining a ſtrict obſervance of 
God's Holy law. To give effect to any reformation, exam- 


ple muſt accompany precept; but at the very time that 


ihe poor were fined and perſecuted for their Sunday amuſe- 
ments, the rich were allowed to indulge themſelves in 
all the luxuries of the ſeaſon. Routs, gaming, brothels, 
and profane concerts are the Sunday amuſements amongſt 
our betters. 


Lord George, however, expecting that the Bench would 
pay ſome obedience to the proclamation, adviſed Iſabella 
Stewart, who was under a profecution for theft, to take 


advantage of the circumſtance, and plead it in mitigation of 
her puniſhment. Before ſentence of death was paſſed upon 
her, ſhe appeared perfectly compoſed, and-made the follow- 
ing pointed remarks : That his Majeity's gracious procla- 


mation, as they termed it, which had been read in all 


i the; courts of juſtice, for preventing and puni ihing vice 
« and immorality, recommended the obſervance of God's 
' holy law ; and in this law it is expreſsly written, that far 
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c all manner of treſpaſs, whether it be for ox, for aſs, for ſheep, 


« for raiment, or for any manncr of loft thing, which another 
ce challengeth to be his, the cauſe of both parties ſhall come be- 
& fore the judges, and whom the Judges ſhall condemn, he ſhall 
pay double unto his neighbour—we therefore in/i/t, that 


© according to the lau of God, and his Majeſty's proclama- 


s tion, our offences require us to pay double unto our nei gh- 
« bour ; and not to forfeit our lives, nor be doomed to 
< tranſportation to Botany Bay. We intreat the Court to 
remember, that caſes of life and baniſhment are infinitely 
cc ſuperior to caſes of property only ; and hope you will 
ec weigh theſe things in your minds, before the dreadful 
« words that are intended to decide our fate, are pro- 


e nounced upon us.” The judges were ſtartled at this new 


method of defence, but ſhewed no mercy; and the fatal 
ſentence of death was pronounced upon her.“ 


* As a proof of the equity of our courts of juſtice, I ſhall ſubjoin the following 
well known facts: — Knight and Duncombe, two members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, were expelled for having forged indorſements on Exchequer bills; Duncombe 
confefled the charge, and his thare of the hooty had extended to fur hundred thou- 
fond pornd; / I am not informed what was the amount cf Knight's plunder, or 
that of ſeveral others who were concerned. The Commons, in a fit of purity, 
paſſed a ill to fine Duncombe in half of his eſtate. By the ſtat ute laws of England he 
ſhould have ſuffered death. The bill for his fine was rejected in the Houle of Lords 
by the caſting vote of the Duke of Leeds, and Duncombe was diſmided with iis 
four hundred thouſand pounds in his pocket, © 

A workman in London was apprehended by a preſs-gang ; his wife and child 
were turned into the ſtreet by their landlord. Within a few days after, the was deli- 
vered of a fecond child in a garret ; on her recovery, ſhe was driven to the ſtreets as 
4 common beggar ; the went into a thop, and attempted to carry off a ſmall piece 
of linen; the was ſeized, tried, and condemned to be hanged. In her defence ſhe 
ſaid that ſhe had lived creditably and happy, till a preſs-gang robbed her of her hu. 
band, and in him, of all means to ſupport herſelf and her family; and that in 
attempting to clothe her new-born infant, the perhaps did wrong, as ſhe did not, 3 
that time, know what the did. The parith officers and other witneſſes bore teſti- 


' mony to the ttuth of her averment, but all to no purpoſe ; the was ordered for 


Tyburn, The hangman dragged her ſucking infant from her breaft, when he ftraintd 
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In future ages it will be matter of ſurpriſe that the people 
ſhould have been ſo long impoſed upon by hypocritical 
monkiſh farces. Stateſmen and prieſts have been always 
wrangling about 7u/tice, humanity, religion, &c. and no 
claſs of men have ever practiſed them leſs. 


Lord George bore his confinement with uncommon forti- 
tude ; he was never heard to complain, Regular in his 
diet, and enjoying a good ſtate of health, he commonly roſe 
about eight o'clock in the morning, and went to bed at 
eleven at night: at breakfaſt he read the newſpapers, and 
then wrote his letters, or ſent paragraphs to the public 
papers. About twelve, he generally ſaw company; they 
were frequently ſo numerous as to prevent their ſitting 
down, and the room often remained crowded till nine at 
night, When he had no viſitors, which was but ſeldom, he 
played on the violin, or amuſed himſelf with playing at ball 
with the other priſoners till two, when he commonly ſat 
down to dinner ; he had ſeldom leſs than ſix or eight at 
table, they were compoſed of all ranks, and ranged as. 
chance directed; the Jew and the Gentile, the legiſlator 
and the labouring mechanic, the officer and the ſoldier, all 


| ſhared alike: liberty and equality were enjoyed in their full 
extent, as far as Newgate would allow, The dinner was 


plain and ſimple, conſiſting of one or two courſes; the 
liquor porter, or table beer, with ſometimes a glaſs of wine, 
He drank nothing but porter ; he dined on meat and fiſh 
alternately ; this was not owing to any religious motives, 
but becauſe he conceived a regular rotation moſt conducive 


the cord about her neck. On the 13th May, 1777, Sir William Meredith men- 
tioned this horrid circumſtance in the Houſe of Common“ Never,” ſaid he, 
« was there a fouler murder committed againſt the law, than that of this woman by 
e the law,” Vide Political Progreſs. 


A thouſand other inftances might be produced, wherein it would appear that 
riches never fail to give protection, while poverty alone is reckoned a diſgrace. 
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to health. After dinner, the converſation generally turned 
upon politics, and though he ſpoke very little himſelf, he 


excelled in theart of engaging others in warm debate. This 


enabled him to ſtudy the paſſions, and to diſcover the weak 
or ſtrong ſide of an argument, without appearing to be in. 
tereſted. About ſix o'clock he drank tea, and afterwards 


eat a little ſallad, and ſmoked his pipe before he went to 
bed. 


A bag-piper attended him every fortnight, and he had 
often a large concert of muſic, and parties of dancing. He 
was partial to the Scots tunes, with Ca ira, and the Mar- 
ſeillois march. He was allowed to be an excellent judge 
both of inſtrumental and vocal muſic, and could perform 
himſelf on ſeveral inſtruments, 


His muſicians were, for the moſt part, the Duke of 
York's band, and other perſons about the Court, whom it 
is not ſafe to name. They came ſometimes in their uni- 
form, and ſometimes in diſguiſe ; but on all occaſions, [ 
have remarked them to deliver their ſentiments on the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration with great freedom. He had the great- 
eſt evenneſs of temper, was very modeſt in his diſcourſe, 
and argued rather to obtain information, than to ſhew his 
ſuperiority. He ſpoke the French, Italian, and German 
languages with great fluency, and could accommodate him- 
ſelf to men in every ſphere of liſe. He was eaſy of acceſs, 
and no man had the art of receiving the poor with a better 


grace ; though he could not always grant their requeſt, they 


never went away diſſatisfied. He was very punRual in his 


dealings, and attentive to what the world call trifles; equally 
as Exact about a farthing as a hundred guineas. He had 


his affairs ſo arranged, and his papers ſo placed, that he 
could find them in the dark. 


Amongſt a thouſand things injurious to his character, it 


has gone abroad that he kept two Jewiſh hand-maids with 
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him night and day—nothing could be more falſe. He in- 
deed kept two maid-ſeryants, one of whom was a Jeweſs, 
and the other a Chriſtian ; but they regularly leſt the priſon 
at nine o'clock at night, and returned at eight in the morn- 
ing. To baniſh care, and relieve his mind from diſagree- 
able ſubjects, he was wont to ſpend an hour every day in 
ſporting with his ſervants ; and this he never failed to do, 
whatever company might be preſent, One day, when the 
Duke of York was there, with ſome of the courtiers, he 
walked up to his maids, and began to talk on indifferent 


| ſubjeQs ; ; there was a turkey roaſting at the fire, and as the 


Duke ſaw the cook employed in converſation, he very 
obligingly turned it, and ſhewed that he underſtood the 
buſineſs of the kitchen as well as the achievements of war. 


Lord George conformed very ſtrictly to the rites of the 
Jewiſh church; he faſted when the prophets enjoin faſting, 
mourned when they mourned, and rejoiced when they re- 
Joiced, Talking freely with him one day on the ſubjeR of 
religion, J hinted how fatal his opinions on that ſubject, 
had been to his intereſt ; he replied, “ that no liberal man 
« would adviſe him to act contrary to his conſeience that 
« he, like others, was liable to be wrong; but that he was 
« open to conviction—he concluded with ſaying, very em- 
" „ that a wiſe man alters his opinion often, but a 


fool never. 


No man was more beloved by his fellow priſoners than 


Lord George; he divided his ſubſtance with thoſe who had 


no money, and did every thing in his power to alleviate 
their diſtreſs. He clothed the naked, and fed the hungry ; 
but his fortune was inadequate to relieve all their wants, 


About this time a Mr. King, of 


ſtreet, waited upon 


Lord George, and told him that he was in a declining ſtate 

of health, and expected ſoon to pay the debt of nature; but 

that he could not go down to the grave in peace, unleſs he 
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obtained his forgiveneſs —He ſaid that he had been long 


employed as a /py by Adminiſtration, and that when Lord 
George lived in Welbeck-ftreet, he had apartments in the 
oppolite houſe, on purpoſe to watch his motions: that he took 
down the name of every perſon that called upon his Lord- 
ſhip, and followed him wherever he went; when Lord 


George walked on foot, he followed him on foot, and when 


he took a coach, he did the ſame. He marked the places 


where he called; and if there were any public meetings, he 
took care to procure admittance, and ſent the proceedings 
regularly to the Secretary of State's office. He added, that 
ever ſince the acceſſion of the family of Brunſwick, there 
had been a great number of ſpies in the pay of Govern- 
ment; but that they had been more than trebled during the 
preſent reign. He ſaid that after the expulſion of the Je- 
ſuits, (a religious order, without virtue or morality) from 
the Continent, a ſhoal of them were penſioned in England, 
to pry into the ſecrets of individuals, and betray the confi- 
dence of the people, 


| Upon Lord George's obſerving that they were in general 
men of family and education, and furely would not ſubmit 
to ſuch deſpicable employments, he rejoined, that there was 
ſcarce a coffee-houſe in London, or family of diſtinction, 
where there was not, at leaſt, one belonging to the frater- 
nity. That their favourite maxim was, „ am made all 


things to all men, that I might by all means, ſave ſome.” 


That no employment was too mean for a Jeſuit, who at 
the nod of the ſuperior of his order, puts on the maſk, and 
acts his part with the ſame eaſe, whether it be in the circle 
of the polite, the ſociety of the learned, or in the corner of 

2 ſmoaking club. | 


There was a time when Britoss would have ſpurned the 
ſociety of an informer, when virtue and probity only were 


LIFE OF LORD G. GORDON, 111 


and nobly rejected the appearance of every thing that was 
mean; but how degenerated is their offspring! Spies and 
intriguers inſinuatè themſelves into our cloſets, ſuſpicion 
and miſtruſt divide the deareſt friends; muſcadins and pup- 
pies give the ton to our manners, and honourable poverty is 
reckoned a diſgrace, The truly virtuous are chaſed from 
fociety, and honeſty is laughed to ſcorn. 


In addition to a crowd of Jeſuits, who have corrupted our 
morals and vitiated our yoith, we are peſted with above ten 
thouſand prieſts from France, the very dregs of the human 
race, the ſworn enemies of liberty : the conſequence was 
natural our armies no longer dare to meet an enemy in the 
field, but cowardly endeavour to purchaſe conqueſt with 
gold. We have leagued ourſelves with the deſpots of Ger- 
many, and vowed deſtruction to a gallant nation; we have 
publicly countenanced an agent from. the Pope ; and com- 
pelled our ſoldiers to bow to graven images in Flanders.* 


_ Whilſt the French were forming a conſtitution which 
juſtly excited the ſurpriſe of the univerſe, their late tyrant 
affected much ſatisfaction, and was eager to ſwear, on the 
altar of liberty, an inviolable attachment to the people, at 
the very inſtant he was plotting their deſtruction, A great 
variety of ſchemes were planned by his agents to murder the 
Jacobins, and ſecure the leading members of the Aſſembly; 
but as none of them ſucceeded, Louis, with his wife and 
family, partly by deceiving, and partly by bribing his 


Jo give the reader a proper idea of our allies, I ſhall ſubjoin a ſhort liſt of their 


camp equipage, and the arms with which they propoſe to extirpate twenty-five 
millions of republicans : viz. 1. The head of St. Charles Borromu. 2. Bleiled 
ſtuffs, found in the ſhrine of St. Dennis. 3. Papers to prove that the relics of St. 
Vincent are genuine. 4. A tooth of the lower jaw of St. Vincent. 5. A bit of 
the head and the hair of St. Guignelot. 6. A piece of the robe of the Iioly 
Virgin. 9. A piece of the frock of the infant Jeſus. 8. The Null of St. Se⸗ 
baſt ian. 9. The gridiron of St. Laurence. 109, A piece of the true etofs. 11. 
T wo phial: of the milk af the moſt Holy Virgin, &c. Kc. 
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guards, eſcaped the vigilance of his keepers, and ſet off to 
join the conſpirators on the banks of the Rhine. The pa- 
triots of Varennes ſtopped the fugitive traitor, and carried 
him back; amidſt the triumph of ſurrounding multitudes, 
Inſtead of appearing anxious for the fate of the conſpirators, 
he entered the palace with the cold indifference of a mon- 
ſter, and demanded. <c if his ſupper was ready? This was 
a moment of importance to Republicans ; ; the conteſt was 
between prejudice and reaſon ; and Gregoire, one of the 
ſtauncheſt pattiots in every ſtage of the Revolution, wrote 
as follows to Lord George: 
« My LoRD, | 

« have been, my Lord, a very. long time without an. 
de ſwering your letter, from April gth, 1790, becauſe J 
had no good news to give you about the intention of the 
1e National Aſſembly. Wu may have feen your letter to 
the Committee printed in many of our patriotic journals. 
« think you are now free, Tell me what is your preſent 
« ſituation. I wiſh you as much Wariner as you can wiſh 
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tc yourſelf, 


« What is the impreſſion the flight and arreſtation of 
4% Louis XVI. has made upon your Engliſh minds? What 
« do you think the conſequence may be of that event? Is 
« the true liberty very near to begin her reign in the three 
ie realms? As for me, my whole life ſhall be ſpent in 
© eſtabliſhing and promoting it in France, and in all the 
e world. 
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Paris, 4th July, 1791. 


Upon the 2 2d of Auguſt, Lord George returned a very 
long letter to the Preſident, of which the following is an 
abſtract : 


| 
N 

| National Aſſembly, 
| 
| 
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&« To Mnf. Gregoire, Preſident of the Committee of Reports 


M the National Aſſembly, 
« SIR, | : 


* received your letter, and perceiving that it furniſhed 


ec matter for deep reflection and deliberation, I encloſed 


« copies of it to M, de Nagell, the Dutch Ambaſſador here, 
«and to Admiral Kinſbergen, the commander of the Dutch 


c fleet at Amſterdam, whoſe anſwers I have ſince received. 


« T alſo printed it in the Public Advertiſer of London, that 


cc the good people of England, by remarking the date of it, 


c and looking for my anſwer, might obſerve that I was above 
&« taking any advantage over my proſecutor, by giving a 
ce haſty or revengeful advice to the National Aſſembly, when 
& Paris was in a ferment, on his being firſt arreſted and 
cc brought back as a high ſtate criminal for trial. I, how- 
« ever, ſent a friend of mine, about a month ago, Mr, 
« Louis Courſiaux, to tell you that I would anſwer your 
ce letter in a ſhort time, and have only delayed it till the 
4 different paſſions excited in the minds of the people of 
“Paris, by the event of the King's flight and arreſtation, 


(e are ſubſided, or ought to be ſubſided, into a calm and 


« ſerious deliberation, ſuitable to the judicial proceedings 
« of ſo great a nation, upon the charges of high treaſon 
« and perjury, exhibited againſt their King and the rebels. 
e The King has now been long a priſoner under theſe hei- 
nous and infamous accuſations, and it is time for the 
« people to exerciſe their ſovereignty, in judgment and 
« juſtice to the nation, the law, and the culprit, if the pre- 
* ſent Aſſembly have any regard for promoting and eſta- 
6 bliſhingdomeſlic tranquillity or character in their proceed- 
* ings, as their country and capital are now in immediate 
* and growing danger, from the monſtrous exiſtence of 
two ſovereigns. It is now near eight weeks ſince you 
« required my opinion as to the conſequences of thoſg 
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ce events, and I have reſrained hitherto on account of the 
«delicacy and importance of the ſubjeQ. 


« You are quite miſtaken in thinking that I am now 
ce free: my preſent ſituation is among the felons in New- 
& gate, where I am to remain, if it pleaſe God to ſpare 
& my life, one year and a half more, and to pay a fine of 
c five hundred louis-d'ors, and to give ſecurity for fifteen 
(e thouſand louis-d'ors, for fourteen years to come, for 
« having wrote a few lines in the Public Advertiſer, againſt 
de M, de Breteuil, the Baſtile, and the French government 
$ in the year 1786. I petitioned the King of France, a 
te year ago, under his title of reſtorer of liberty, to make 
te an application, through the organ of his Ambaſſador, M. 
é de la Luzerne, to the Court of London, for my deliver. 
ce ance, The keeper of the ſeals of France, M, de Cece ; 
te the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux ; M. de Guiton, captain of 
86 dragoons; M. de Jeſſe ; M. de la Bertinaye, captain of 
© cavalry ; my brother, the Duke of Gordon; Suſanna, 
6 Counteſs of Weſtmoreland, my ſiſter, and all my family 
« were pleaſed to compromiſe themſelves in that petition to 
te the King of France. The King, being adviſed to it by 
e the keeper of the ſeals, wrote himſelf to his worthy con- 

ge fident, M. de la Luzerne, and he acquainted me, by let- 
nter, laſt February, that he had proceeded according to the 
66 directions of his Court, with the Miniſtry of his Britannic 
t Majeſty, and was pleaſed to add, like a courtier, that he 
& was ſorry to ſay the anſwer was not favourable to my 
t wiſhes, The Miniſtry of his Britannic Majeſty alſo 
be ſeem to have been in an underſtanding with the King of 
© France, through the organ of Lord Gower, that he was 
ff not ſincere in bgning the letter for my deliverance ; but 
t ated with the ſame treacherous duplicity towards me; 
#5 that he has practiſed upon the National Aſſembly, 
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am accounted by my enemies as one that is gone 


« down to the pit, that is walled up alive in his grave, 
e where I am become as one of the ſhows of London, for 
« ſtrangers and foreigners to ſtare at; yet I will not know- 


« ingly do them an injuſtice. 


6 You aſk of me, what is the impreſſion the flight and 


« arreſtation of Louis XVI. has made upon our Engliſh 
% minds? I will tell you. We conſider his flight as an 


« abdication of the throne, in the manner of our tyrant 


« James II. and ſuppoſed that you would either have filled 
cc up the vacancy, if you intended to re-eſtabliſh monarchy, 


& upon the ſinful ſcheme the Engliſh fell into at that time, 
« of making a ſtranger, a foreigner, a Prince of Orange, 


« a King over them; or if you preferred a Republic to 


« Monarchy, on account of the exemplary diminiſhing, 


* opprefſions, and diſtractions, both at home and abroad, 
© that England has experienced ſince the reſtoration of 


“Charles II. and the revolution ſettlement of William, 
« who to be ſure was ſet up as a King; but not by God, 
« We imagined that you would have declared your inde- 


* pendence of Louis XVI. upon the model of the United 


« States of America, throwing off the houſe of Hanover. 


% But the arreſtation of your traitor changed the ſimilarity 

« of his ſituation with that of James II. in his flight; and 
c his bringing back to Paris, puts him now exactly in the 
e predicament of Charles I. when brought back from Wind- 


« for to London, for high treaſon and perjury. 


«© The arreſtation of a King is no childrens” play; and 


e ſo you will find it, if you do not immediately juſtify your- 


ce {elves in the eyes of the world. 


To reſiſt the national guards, as the traitor did by his 
&« rebel huſſars at Varennes, is a mortal and deadly overt 


«at of levying war within the realm. The univerſality of 


* the deſign of the inſurrection, with the avowed purpoſe 
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te to pull down the National Aſſembly, and bring back the 
te refractory prieſts and nobles, made it a rebellion againſt 
«< the ſtate, a general defiance of the National Aſſembly, 
* and an inſolent invaſion of the ſovereign authority of the 
4 people. 


« If La Fayette, like another General Monk, can ac- 
* compliſh his reſtoration, you may expect the ſame exe- 
C cutions and confiſcations which were commenced on the 
ee reſtoration of the perfidious Charles II. againſt that band 
« of patriots, who thought that liberty could not be too 
« dearly bought, though at the expenſe of royal blood, to 
e be revived againſt the National Aſſembly, as well as 
c againſt every man or woman concerned, directly or indi- 
te rectly, in the arreſtation. 

« Are you, my dear friend Gregoire, Rochefoucauld, 
& Biron, Roberſpierre, Condorcet, and the other patriots 
« in the Aſſembly, with the brave citizens of Clermont- 
« Ferrand, to be delivered over to theſe horrid executions ? 
« And are you to become the atoning ſacrifices to be offered 
cc up in conſequence of the decree of the inviolability and 
ce ſacredneſs of traitors? Is the grace of God to be attri- 
« buted to the backſliding Bourbon? And are the actions 
<« of the regenerated ſpirits of Frenchmen to be ſtigmatiſed 
« as the works and inſtigation of the Devil? No, my 
« friend; I have a better opinion of you and your com- 
« patriots. They have ſworn to live free, or bravely die; 
and you have nobly exhorted the good people in your 
«& dioceſe, to be buried in the ſmoaking wrecks of their 
'& country, rather than ever return to their former ſlavery, 
Fear not the faces of the perfidious nullities! For even 
« by the young men ſhall this great multitude of Kings, 
gathered together againſt France, like Benhadad and his 
ce hoſt of thirty-two kings, warring againſt Iſrael in Sama- 
« ria, be delivered into thiue hands, if they dare to come up 
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and beſiege Paris! But beware, thou and thy compa- 


« triots, that you do not fall into the fin of Ahab, leſt your 
« lives ſhall go for his life, and your people for his people. 
Are the Jews too in France to be deſtroyed, becauſe | 
« the Pope, that man of ſin, his pretended holineſs of 
« Rome, has dared to point them out by name for deſola- 


« tion and maſſacre, in his late bull addreſſed to the re- 


& fractory prieſts and rebels in France, to whom he gives 
« his ſafety and apoſtolic benediction, and denominates 
i thoſe enemies of the National Aſſembly, his dearly be- 


4 loved ſons, and his well-beloved children? Is the rage 


« of the preſumptuous ſpiritual tyrant rouſed alſo againſt 
« this long oppreſſed people, becauſe the Aſſembly has 
« ſhewed them favour ? The Jews in France were indeed 
« ſoon penetrated with admiration and reſpeft, on behold- 
é ing the multiplied acts of juſtice which proceeded from 
« your Aſſembly, and they depoſited in the midſt of you 


e the ſolemn teſtimony of their patriotiſm and devotedneſs; 


e their ſolemn oath to ſacrifice, in every inſtance, their 
« lives and fortunes for the public good. One ſole object 
« rules and animates all their thoughts, —the good of their 


e country, and a delire of dedicating to it all their ſtrength, 
In that reſpect, they will not yield to any inhabitants of 


« France ; they will diſpute the palm with all the citizens, 
& for zeal, courage, and patriotiſm. Their exaltation to 
« 6itizenſhip is yet but like a dream; the ſharpened ſword 
« of deſtruction will be brought forth for their certain 
ce ſlaughter, if the army of Conde ever reaches Paris, 
« Feaſts and ſabbaths, and muſic and dancing are enjoyed 
under the Aſſembly ; but the Seine will become as a river 
« of Babylon, by their weeping and affliction, if they return, 
ce any more to their late taſk-maſters; the lords of Egypt. 
© Corn, oil, wine, and ſalt are become plenty and cheap under 


* the new goverument; but ſcarcity and intolerable taxes will 
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« come in again hand in hand with the dominion of pride. 
Fruits of goodly trees, and a cheerful blowing of trumpets 
s on the new year, under the Aſſembly of the Nation; but 
ec mourning and blackneſs, like the fait of the fifth month, 
« if the old perſecutors, and worſhippers of the Pope, re- 
& turn to the government. 


* What is the impreſſion which theſe heinous and infa- 
“ mous charges againſt the King have made upon your 
&« French minds? Is embracery yet attempted to influence 
te the Aſſembly? A kingdom like yours, divided againſt 
« itſelf, will foon be brought to deſolation; and a King 


« divided from his honour, is not worthy to be eſteemed as 


& the chief of the c:tizens. What are the Aſſembly about? 


What is liberty? What is it to be free? M. de Lolme 
* has anfwered in a few words: 1% live in a ſlate where the 


&« aus are equal for all, and ſure to be executed, is to be free.” 


© This "ſtate of freedom is what the Aſſembly have long 
„ talked about, and promiſed to twenty-five millions of 


« people; but if they now daſtardly and partially proceed 
c againſt ſubalterns and poſtillions for high treaſon and per- 


44 jury, and let the high Rate criminal eſcape, their repreſen- 


cc tation of the eighty-three departments degenerates at 
ce once into the groſſeſt abuſe of their conſtituents, and every 
« ſuppoſed requiſite of appointment and powers, primary 
&« aſſemblies, and all that elective apparatus, becomes a 
ce matter of mere amuſement, without uſe or ſignification 
« to the nation; and a certain means of prolonging anarchy, 
« confulion, agd the King's miſery and ſuffering. 


« Believe me, they are not ſwords with ſcabbards that 


; 6c will determine a civil war, But on this ſubject I ſhall 
| « make uſe of the very words of Lord Mansfield, a great 


& favourite with George III. which he pronounced in the 
« Upper Houſe of Parliament, when conciliatory meaſures 
« were propoſed for the Americans ; and when our friends 
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« Hancock, Franklin, &c. were proſcribed as traitors and 
« rebels in me royal maniteitoes ; his ſentence was, addreſ- 
« ſing himſcli to the Lords and Bifhops, 5%, have paſſed 
« the Rubicon; and if you do not hill them, they will kill you. ; 
« You aik me, is the true liberty very near to begin her 

« reign in the three realms? We have cating and drink- 
ing clubs, as Lord Fitzgibbon has denominated them. 
« A certain reſtleſs faction, who have no regard for any 
« ſyſtem of government or morals, that excludes them from 
e power, and who will ſtoop to any artifice to raiſe them- 


« ſelves into places of truſt and emolument, by deceiving a 


* good, but credulous people, are ſuſpected to be the con- 
« trivers, promoters, and leaders of theſe eating and drink- 
te ing ſocieties, who are themſelves ignorant of their maſter's 


« defign. A toaſt from the chair, to the immortal and 


« glorious memory of King William [ri/um tencatis) ſets 


& bour:ds to all their ideas of pure and unadulterated royalty; 


te and the nine huzzas that accompany it, promote ſuch a 
« draught of political ſentiment, and ſuch a heavy charge 
ce of glaſſes, that all regenerating operations and reforma- 
« tion work is ſoon after drowned and overwhelmed in 
«© bawdy ſongs and noiſe, or evaporated in ſmoke and dul- 
* nefs, and an adjournment, fine die, or till next year, or 
« till it pleaſe his grace, or my lord, or the honourable 


member, to call his tools of the faction together again. 


« Very early in this reign, after an inglorious peace was 


oe patched up with France, and a yielding diſpoſition was 


e intimated with reſpect to the future government of Ca- 
“ nada, Edmund Burke was ſtationed as a ſpecies of lord 


ce ordinary, chancellor, or preſident over the whigs in the 


e Marquis of Rockingham's connection, to be his private 


LL ſecretary, and to 1 him in the way he was wiſhed to 


ce he Jed. The Rev. 


O. Burne was alſo quartered, 


#* ſome time after, upon the families and followers of the 
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& Dukes of Portland and Devonſhire, to be private ſecre- 
ce tary, &c, to their adminiſtration. Richard Brinſley 


Sheridan was next brought forward upon the political 


ce ſtage, as a kind of manager, dreſſer, and prompter to the 
« lets diſtinguiſhed actors in the blue and buff uniform; 

and the other apparent or expecting party is ſo heavily 
« cowed and hag-ridden in another ſhape, though more un- 


« fortunately and indiſſolubly for themſelves, that the Go- 


% vernment and the Miniſtry have little now to fear for 
cc their preſent ſettled and underſtood ſyſtem of politics, 
“ from ſuch leaders of the people. The late affair of burning 
te the meeting-houſes at Birmingham, by a mob crying out 


for church and king, and down with the proteſtant diſſenters, 
«© was by ſome regarded as the beginning of troubles, and 


& as an excitement and revival of reformation work in the 
* Jand; and as a dawn of hope for the relief of the diſſen- 
« ters from undue teſts and tythes ; but it ſeems now to be 
cc all amicably negociated between the adverſe parties; the 
% deluded rioters are kept for trial, and addreſſes of thanks 
« to the miniſtry are Preparing by the Birmingham manu- 


40 facturers. 


„The treaty of commerce with France is greatly in fa- 


« your of England, in point of trade and manufaQtures ; 


* but then M. de Breteuil and the other cunning deviſers of 
« that treaty, ſaw that ſome bait of this advantageous ſort 
in worldly concerns, was neceſſary, as the main deſign of 
« that treaty always was, to import an immenſe number of 
« ſoreigners, of the principles and politics of M. de Bre- 
ce teuil, into England, to incorporate into all our manu- 
« faturing towns and ſea- ports, and to propagate their ar- 


% bitrary principles by law, as they do at this day, This 


« French treaty, now fully co-operating with our exciſc 
« laws, which for ſome years paſt have been gradually ad- 
6 vancing to that ſtate of n in which the revenues 
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« of Portugal are collected, ſerve together to prevent the 
« people of our ſea-pors and manufacturing towns from 
« even thinking about the true liberty being very near to 
e begin her reign in the three realms. The generality of 
« the foreigners at preſent in England deteſt your Aﬀembly 
« and politics, and are exerting every art in their power to 


00 effect a counter- revolution, and to harden the hearts of 


tc our miniſtry againſt revolution principles. But all theſe 
« means of keeping the | Engliſhmen in ſubjection, and 
ec preſerving the domeſtic tranquillity, ſeem not to avail in 
« that full extent it may be deſired; for fear has certainly 


taken hold of ſome very great perſonages in this kingdom, 


te on the ſubject of the preſent intercourſe with France; 
& our ſea ports and manufaCturing towns being now as le- 
00 gally laid open, by the articles of the treaty of commerce, 
eto your friends and followers, as they were at firſt to M. 
“de Breteuil's ſpies, informers, and refractory prieſts. 
« Nothing, however, more than whiſpers and murmurs, 
& have been heard as yet; and Dublin, Madrid, or Liſbon, 
« are not watched by a more ready and loyal police, If : 


two or three little French milliners are ſeen chatting in the 


« ſtreet, with national ribbons; or if half a dozen jolly 


« Engliſhmen order a dinner at a tavern, with the moſt 


« harmleſs appearance, the Chevalier Sampſon Wright, 

our governor of police, is immediately ordered to be 
e prepared, with the whole civil power; and the non- 
© commiſſioned officers of the life-guards, dragoons, and 
e foot-guards and horſe-guards, are all immediately aſſembled 
in the orderly room at Whitehall, to receive their orders. 


his alarm in the government, and ſuch hoſtile ar- 

„ rangements as if ſome enemy had landed, when nothing 

« is to be ſeen by vulgar eyes, is unaccountable as yet to 

te the public; but certainly the miniſtry have their private 

© reaſons for it, Some ugly ſymptoms appear at St. 
R 
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«James's; yet I hardly think that Mr. Pitt will attempt 
to faſcinate and embrace them, as accomplices with the 
« German Princes, in a meretricious cruſade” againſt the 
National Aſſembly, and the whole ſyſtem of morality in 
«© Europe, But you muſt be upon your guard; for M. del 
« Campo, the Ambaſſador from Spain, lives at Windſor, 
6e where his Majeſty reſides, and is ſuppoſed, from his 
5 intimacy and frequent conferences upon buſineſs, to be 
$f his moſt confidential adviſer for foreign affairs, at this criſis. 
« A crowd of Jeſuits are pouring in upon us; they are 
ce countenanced at Court, and unleſs the torrent is topped, 
ce the riſing generation will be ruined in their morals and 
ce education. ; 
„The acts made in favour of liberty, from 1638 to 
© 1650, are totally diſregarded. No member of parlia- 
de ment dares ever be heard pleading upon any thing then 
ce tranſacted as an unexceptionable precedent. No court of 
« juſtice will ground a ſingle deciſion upon a parliamentary 


« deed of that period. But the acts of the perfidious 


“Charles II. however oppoſite ſome of them to the prin- 
&« ciples of the revolution, are now in high faſhion, in full 


& force, and in daily uſe; whilſt the acts of our national 


ce covenanting times, ſo perfectly agreeable to the principles 
te of the peoples' liberties, are expunged and forgotten. If 
ce we conſider the neglect of this period, at the ſettlement 
« of William as a King, in a political light, we have rea- 
© ſon enough to lament and mourn that the three realms 
« did not profit, as they might have profited by the endea- 
c your of my grandfather, * and ſome of the moſt upright 
« and enlightened patriots that ever adorned our country, 
* to ſecure io themſelves and poſterity the enjoyment of 
« civil liberty. 5 


* The Duke of Gordon oppoſed both William and the Union, and defended the 
Caſtle of Edinburgh againſt him to the Naſt exixemity, 


the 
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te I think it my duty to let you know that there is a very 

ce great difference between Scotland and the other two 

« realms, with reſpe& to their opinion of the ſyſtem of 

„ #EXX*# , which is a matter the National Aſſembly may 

« ſoon have occaſion to deliberate upon, if troubleſome 
« times require it, 


* Experience is the beſt barometer of ſpeculation. Re- 

« formation muſt come from the people themſelves, and 
« not from the leaders of factious cabals. The people are 
« only beginning to think, and to aſſociate ; and though 
« the reign of liberty is not immediately to be expected 
« here, becauſe the ſons of Zeruiah are yet too ſtrong, I 
« would not wiſh you to conclude that no ſort of aſſiſtance 
« is to be expected from theſe realms. 


The intention you are pleaſed to expreſs of ſpending 
« your whole life in promoting and eſtabliſhing liberty in 


« France, and in all the world, gives new hope to all the 


« well-affeQed in the three realms, that they may be benefited 
« through your Encyclopedian learning, and profound po- 


„ lity, which are as much acknowledged here, as by the 


«© Royal Society of Arts and Sciences at Metz, or in the 
« Aﬀembly of your nation; and your undertaking the deli- 
« yerance of ſuch a poor oppreſſed individual as I am, and 
« amalgamating his fituation at this awful conjuncture, 
&« with the general defence of the rights of the people of 
&« France, calls particularly for the moſt ſincere and grate- 
ce ful acknowledgments from me. May the Lord himſelf 
cc reward thee, for this kindneſs to thy ſervant! I had 
4 fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the 
© Lord in the land of the living; for though I walk in 
« the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
« Cod i is with us / The Lord hear thee in the day of trou- 
e ble ; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee, and thy 
o Aſſembly, Send thee help from the ſanduuary, and 8 cs A 

R 2 | 
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« thee out of Zion. Grant thee according to thine own 
« heart, and fulfil all thy council, We will rejoice in thy 
« ſalvation ; and in the name of our God we will fet up our 
% banners. Some truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes, 
and ſome in German princes ; but we will remember the 
« name of the Lord our God, May the Lord bleſs the 
« Aſſembly, and lead them in his righteouſneſs ; and be- 
ec cauſe of their enemies, make his way ſtraight before their 
<« faces! | 5 
« Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do; ſpeak ye every 
«© man the truth to his neighbour ; execute the judgment of 
& truth and peace in your gates; and let none of you ima- 
« gine evil in your hearts againſt his neighbour ; and love 
4c no falſe oath, like that in the new conſtitutional charter: 
4 for all theſe are things that 1 hate, ſaith the Lord of all 
« the world. 
„J am, my much eſteemed friend, 

Thy dutiful and humble ſervant, 
Gg. GORDON. 0 

Felons' Side, 1 Priſon, 
London, Aug. 23, 1791. 


This letter, which contains a great deal of political 
information, was tranſlated into French by Gregoire, and 
diſtributed among the Jacobins, and the other popu- 
lar ſocieties. Gregoire and the reſt of Lord George's 
correſpondents voted for the immediate trial of the King ; 
but gold, and the force of prejudice prevailed over rea- 
ſon: the King, inſtead of a gibbet, was mounted on a 
throne, and the nation was once more ſubjeRed to a per- 
jured tyrant. Lord George has the merit of delineating 
La Fayette, in his proper colours, and denouncing him, 
at a time when he was little ſuſpected, even among the 
Jacobins temſclves, 
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But though the republicans were cruelly butchered in the 
Champ de Mars, they neither forgot their rights nor their 


duty they only retired to cement that fraternal union which 


has ſhaken ſuperſtition to its center, and threatens to level 
all the ſatellites of deſpotiſm with the duſt. 


Nothing can fix a more indelible ſtigma. on the eighteenth 
century, (unleſs it be the prefent combination of deſpots) 
than the ſlave trade. Whilſt individuals are haraſſed and 
perſecuted for mere ſpeculative opinions, our merchants 
murder by thouſands, and our legiſlators ſanctify the crime. 
This barbarous commerce, the diſgrace of modern Europe, 
has deſolated the moſt fertile provinces of Africa, and ex- 
tended its baneful influence over every quarter of the globe. 
It has, however, been conſtantly deprecated by the friends 
of freedom, whom neither time nor cuſtom has reconciled 


to a ſyſtem of blood. A few years ago, a great majority of 


the Britiſh nation turned their attention to this horrid traffic, 
and reſolved to perſevere in procuring its total abolition. 


As habit has familiariſed us with the productions of the 


Indies, and rendered them neceſſary for our comfort and 
eaſe, it was reſolved to plant colonies at Sierra Leona and 


Bulam, to cultivate ſugar and other commodities peculiar 
to the climate, by eniploying the inhabitants, and paying 


them for their labour. This was reckoned neceſſary, to 


prevent any ſudden riſe in the price of merchandiſe 


which the new ſyſtem might affect. In fact, the nations 
that have no colonies of their own, always procure their 
productions at the cheapeſt rate; and we are fully of opinion 


that it would be of great advantage to Britain, if we had no 
more to do with them than we have with the continent of 
America. Indeed, if we may judge from America, the 
event would be equally fortunate for the Weſt Indies. 


Our parliament made a great parade about liberty, huma- 
nity, &c, and a new coalition of Fox and Pitt on the ſubject, 
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impoſed upon the credulous. Lord George, who was ſeldom 
deceived by the deluſions of the Cabinet, wrote a letter to 
the Houſe of Commons, in which he taxes them with trea- 
chery and deſign. The National Aſſembly,” he obſerved, 
« firſt emancipated the people of colour, and then' offered 
« to concert meaſures with England. for aboliſhing the 
c trade altogether. The Englith, on the contrary, only 
4e talked about regulating the African trade; but never ſe. 
« riouſly intended to emancipate their ſlaves in the Weſt 
ec Indies. It is, in fact, the deſign of the Britiſh Cabinet, 
that they ſhould remain ſlaves, and breeders of ſlaves, 
« from generation to generation.” This may be agreeable 
to Engliſh juriſprudence ; but is it juſtice ? is it liberty ? is 


it equality? is it walking according to the light in the con- 


iciences of the friends of Mr. Wilberforce, the hero of the 
abolition? The conſcientious Quakers have given an ex- 
ample worthy of imitation ; they emancipated their own 
flaves firſt, and afterwards recommended to their neighbours 
to go and do likewiſe. | 


In conſequence of the apparent agreement amongſt the 


Commons, the bill for the abolition of the ſlave trade was 


ſent to the Upper Houſe. It was neceſſary that many 
witneſſes ſhould be examined, to prove the cruelties that 
were exerciſed towards the negroes ; and Dr, Dowlin, and 
a great number came forward, at the requeſt of Mr. Wil- 


| berforce and the Committee, to accuſe Captain Kimber 


with the wanton murder of a young girl. The Duke of 


Clarence nobly voluntcered in ſupport of ſlavery, and Kimber 
was acquitted, As ſoon as the Committee perceived his 


Royal Highneſs and the Court party were ſerious, they had 
neither virtue nor reſolution to perform their duty ; they 
retired behind the curtain, meanly deſerted their poſt, and 


left Dowlin to be convicted of perjury, The Lords, of 
| x : 4h 
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courſe, poſtponed the conſideration of the bill for another 
year, and the {lave trade goes on as hriſkly as ever. 


Every age produces eccentric characters; and they gene- 
rally abound in populous cities; but amongſt a great variety 
which I have ſeen at Lord George's, I ſhall ſelect one for 
the amuſement of my readers: 


One evening a young lady from Oxford-ſtreet waited 
upon his lordſhip, and requeſted the favour of a private 
audience; as ſhe was an entire ſtranger, he thought proper 
to decline, and ſignified as there were none but friends 
preſent, that ſhe might ſafely communicate what ſhe had to 

ſay. After much heſitation, the aſſumed a ſolemn air, and 
with a hollow tone of voice, ſaid, that fix months ago ſhe 
had conceived by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, without 
any communication with man, which had rendered her 
very miſerable and unhappy, till the night before, when the 

angel Gabriel had appeared to her, and exhorted her to be 
of good cheer, He announced that the end of the world 
was at hand, as might be ſeen by the fulfilment of the 
ancient prophecies ; and revealed many things hidden in the 
womb of time, particularly reſpecting France, Rome, and 

Great Britain, He aſſured her that the conſummation of 
all things was at hand, and added, that the child ſhe was 
about to bring forth, was deſtined to announce the glad 

tidings of univerſal redemption, and commanded her to go 

quickly to Lord George, and follow his advice upon 
which he vaniſhed in an inſtant. 


As Lord George ſeemed t to avoid entering inte particulars, 

I was induced to reaſon with her on the impropriety of her 
conduct. She ſoon convinced me that ſhe was in the way 
in which women wiſh to be ; and I was not a little ſurpriſed 
at the abilities which ſhe diſplayed in ſupporting her ſtory. 
Upon my endeavouring to demonſtrate the impoſſibility of 
her narrative, ſhe quickly ſhifted her ground, and obſerved 


128 LIFE OF LORD G. GORDON, 
that the whole hiſtory of revelation was equally myſterious, 
FE and that to queſtion the poſſibility of one miracle was to 
undermine the whole. We ſaw the force of her argument 
without being convinced; and this immaculate virgin re- 
tired, pitying our want of faith ; whilſt we ſmiled at her 

' miraculous conception. 


About this time the Poliſh Revolution, which gave the 

Empreſs of Ruſſia an opportunity to proſecute her ambitious 

deligns, made a great noiſe in the political circles. To 
| - countera&t her intentions, it was propoſed to raiſe a ſub- 
ſcription in London, in favour of the King of Poland; 
and as few people underſtood the ſtate of parties in that 
diſtracted country better than Lord George, he wrote a let- 
ter to the Committee at the London Tavern, in which he 
demonſtrates that their money would be of no uſe to the 
cauſe of freedom. He affirins that as the King of Poland, 
under the plauſible pretext of rendering the people happy, 
had changed the government from a republic to an here- 
ditary monarchy, he and the Empreſs fecretly underſtood 
one another. In France, continues he, the rights of man 
| | proceeded from the people to the King ; in Poland they 
= took a contrary direction. In France, the King's prero- 
gative has been diminiſhed ; in Poland it has been greatly 
jnereaſed hence proceeds their diviſions at home, and 
: their want of credit abroad; and hence Mr, Burke became 
its patron and tutelar ſaint. However ſingular Lord George 
inight have been in his opinions at the time, the timid, 
puſillanimous conduct of the King, and the late uſurpations 


of the Empreſs, have unfortunately ee his ſuggeſtions 
too well founded. 


The imperious Catherine has land Gral to defend 
the oppreiled againſt the oppreſſor, that ſhe may the more 
ſecurely cruſh both. She has been continually carrying 
her arms from Europe into Aſia, and from Aſia into Eu- 
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rope; but it is in vain that ſhe flatters herſelf that the Po- 
loneſe will quietly bear a yoke which they deteſt. She 
little knows that a grand fraternal union is already formed, 

which will eventually hurl her from her throne, and eman- 
cipate the world from bondage. 


Whilſt Lord George was libelled by courtiers and prieſts, 
he received an addreſs from the inhabitants of Bohemia, 


thanking him for his exertions in the cauſe of ſuffering 


humanity, condoling over his misfortunes, and praying the 


grand Diſpoſer of events to ovine a life ſo uſeful to 
ſociety. 


During his travels in A Lord George had formed 
an aequaintance with Mr. Morriſon, the late Ambaſſador 


of the United States at Paris, and through his correſpon- 


dence he learned, that neither the Senate nor Executive 
Council in America were well inclined to the democratic 
cauſe. Mr. Morriſon, in talking of the Jacobins, obſerves, 


&« that a new ſeQ had ariſen in France, who affected to 


6 deſpiſe all religion; but who, in fat, were more enthu- 


&« ſiaſtically bent on making proſelytes, and more ready to 
* lay the earth waſte with fire and ſword to accompliſh their 
« deſigns, than any that had gone before them.“ As Lord 


George ſuppoſed this information to be of much importance 
to the cauſe of liberty, he immediately communicated it to 


Condorcet, Briſſot, Marat, Roberſpierre, and Gregoite. 
Morriſon became ſuſpected by the republicans, and all his 
actions were narrowly watched. 


After the 10th of Auguſt, 1792, ſteps were A | 
taken to counteract the manceuvres of the American ſenate. 
| Whatever the event may be, we will not venture to predict; 
but we are warranted in ſaying, that Lord George's com- 


munication was the original cauſe of the attempts made by 
Genet, &c. to ſeparate the people from their governors 
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Upon the 28th of January, 1793, when the term of his 


ifpriſonment had expired, he went, accompanied by a 


nurnder of his friends, to the Court of King's Bench, to 
give in the requiſite ſecurities. As he had been long accuf- 
tomed to wear his hat, he was apprehenſive of taking cold, 


aid pave drdefs to duy a red night- cap, * for the purpoſe of 


wearing in the Court 3 but as it was judged politic to avoid 


Zving offence, he was prevailed upon to give up his deſign, 
The crowd was ſo great that he entered with difficulty, and 


as ſdon as the Judges had taken their ſeats; they ordered 
his hat to be taken off, Upon which he very deliberately 
bound his head round with a three-coloured handkerchief, 
in form of a turban, and aſked if the Court would permit 
him, as counſellor for himſelf, to ſay a few words; which 
the Court aſſenting to, he ſaid, „I directed my attorney 
«to proſecute thoſe meaſures for my enlargement, which 
c the order of the Court required, In the reading of that 
& Order, he informed me, firſt, that five hundred pounds 


+ ORIGIN OF THE CAP OF LIBERTY : 


The Romans originally went with their heads bare; or, in caſe of cold Wea- 
ther, covered them with their 7ga—At length, when either old or infirm, they 


indulged themſelves with wearing a cap. As age was then honourable, fo caps 


became marks of diſtinction, and as none could command reſpe& who were not 
free, the cap, hy degrees, became the badge of freedom, and when a ſlave obtained 


his liberty, be had a cap given him, which he was permitted to wear in public. 


The cap is quite ſimple in its form, common in its texture, and was originally 
of a whitiſh colour; its being broad at the bottem, and towering up like a cone, 
prefigures that freedom ftands on the broad baſis of humanity ; it is ſimple, becauſe 
liberty is in T2felf, the moſt ſhining ornament of man; it hach do gilded trappings, 
which too often mark the livery of deſpotiſm ; and its riſing up to a pyramid, the 


emblem of eternity, fignifies that it will laſt for ever. It is made of wool, to de- 


note that liberty is the birth-right of the ſhepherd, as well as of the ſenator, It was 


 ofiginalty white, the colour of the wool undytd, to demonſtrate that it ſhould be 
 vbfallied by factioh, and whitained by tyrandy. In modern times it has been 


changed to red, as in Frarfee, to ſhew that we ought not to part with it, even at 
the expence of our blood, | ED | | 
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« were claimed of me as a fine. That money I am now 
« ready to pay. The Chief Juſtice of this Court, Lord 
« Kenyon, having been my counſellor and friend in the 
ce year 1781, when I was accuſed by the King of high 
« treaſon, knows very well my pecuniary circumſtances, 


« amounting in the whole to an annuity of goal. nat alien» 


e able, nor aſſignable to any purpoſe whatever, but merely 


66 for aliment. In ſuch a caſe, it appears very ſtrange, | 
ee that though this annuity be not alienable nor aſſignable, 


« for any purpoſe whatever, through the proceſs of the 
te civil laws, yet the King's Attorney Genera] has diſco- 


vered means to ſtrip me of it, by the criminal laws of 


« this Court. 


« The next demand I was required to prepare for, is 
« that of two ſureties, in two thouſand five hundred pounds 


« each, in addition to my own aſſurance of ten thouſand 


pounds. Theſe alſo 1 have obtained, and they are now 


s at hand— Francis Collins, Hatter; and John Bernard, 
Gent. They are men whoſe characters are without re- 


« proach ; their integrity is ynimpeachable ; in their ſitua- 
« tion and circumſtances, they are, and have for many 
60 years, been fixed and eſtabliſhed on the ſpot where theß 
&« axe now defcribed to reſide: and their value and conſidera- 


tion in life, their perſons, their fortunes, their liberties, 


all theſe they are ready to riſque in my behalf. They 


( will be found, in fact, (unleſs the lives and liberties of 
© mankind are to be valued or bought at the low conſidera- 


ce tion of pounds, ſhillings, and pence) in all reſpects, 
by completely adequate. And as it is a mere fiction which 


© the Court themſelves choſe to adopt, by ſuppoſing me 


* worth ten thouſand pounds, the ſame fiction, in juſtice, 
© ought to be held good by the Court, in proportion to 


WW the ſureties, unleſs the Court really intended impriſon- 


8 2 
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ment for life, when they demanded ſuch exceſſive and 


0 unprecedented bail. 


1 41 hope I have complied with the ſevereſt ſtrictneſs of 
« of your ſentence. Indeed I have done all that is in my 
ce power to do, and therefore being fairly aſſured of that 
« principle of the law of England, which declares, «© Ns 


1 man ſhall have a larger fine impoſed upon him than his cir- 


ce cumſtances will bear, I claim the juſtice and humanity of 
ie that law from this Court.“ 


Here the Attorney General interpoſed, and produced an 
affidavit, which did not at all go to impeach the characters 
or integrity of the ſureties, but merely denied their entire 


ſufficiency to juſtify, to the full amount of ſo large a ſum 
as the ſentence demanded. Mr. Collins and Mr. Bernard 


were then ſworn, and in reply to the queſtions of the At- 


| torney General, ſaid, that it was true their fortunes did not 


quite amount to two thouſand five hundred pounds each ; 
but they were well informed that it was not cuſtomary to 


| juſtify. | | « 


Lord George told the Court, that in the caſes of Horne 


Tooke, and other libel caſes, there was no precedent of the 
ſureties being required to juſtify ; and he hoped the Court 
would not permit the Attorney General to vary the practice 


in his caſe. Lord Kenyon replied, * that the Court had 
© no diſcretion | in the matter, but it reſted entirely with the 


« King, being the proſecutor, whether to inſiſt or not 


* upon the juſtification,” And on this determination he 


was remanded to Newgate, He looked at the Judges with 


an indignant frown, and ſaid, in returning, * that he felt 


c more for the ſervile l of the Court, than for 
« his own misfortunes.” 


The Court, contrary to the expreſs terms of the Engliſh 


conſtitution, if any conſtitution exiſts, impoſed a fine upon 


to-day, may be ours to-morrow. 
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him which he was never able to pay. In his perſon, 
Magna Charta has been violated; and what was his fate 


Britons depend upon the will of a miniſter, or the ca- 


price of a judge, farewell to freedom. Our fathers fought 
and bled in vain. What does it avail me, whether I am 
ſent to the Baſtile, in virtue of lettres de cachet, or doomed 


to fall a victim to diſeaſe in an Engliſh priſon? Why in- 


ſult my feelings with the ſacred name of liberty, whilſt a 
mercileſs gaoler clanks the chains of deſpotiſm in my ear ? 

Lord George was well acquainted with the ſtate of parties 
in Ireland, and carried on a regular correſpondence with 


them all; and amongſt others, with the temporiſing Lord 
Shannon. This nobleman formerly ranked high in the 
livre rouge, he enjoyed a place worth 3000l. a year; but 


during the King's inſanity, he deſerted the miniſterial 


ſtandard, upon the expreſs condition of being created a 


Duke. When his Majeſty recovered, he found himſelf with- 


outeither penſion or dukedom : in a ſtate of diſappointed am- 


bition, he joined the reformers, and vigorouſly ſupported 
the Catholic Convention at Dublin. No libeller in New- 
gate was more laviſh in his abuſe of the preſent Admini- 


ſtration, than Lord Shannon; and he frequently affirmed 
that bribery and corruption were at ſuch a pitch, that un- 


leſs ſome conceſſions were made to the Iriſh, it would be 
| impoſlible to carry on the farce of Government much 


longer. 


Lord George 0 proper to publiſn ſome of his letters 


in the newſpapers. When they firſt made their appearance 
in print, Shannon, who was in company with Hamilton 
Rowan, and other reformers, ſeemed 10 agitated, and 


ſaid, „ Lord George has hung me up.“ This anecdote 


was told me by Hamilton Rowan himſelf. As Shannon 


had great parliamentary intereſt, and could be of weight to 


-If the liberty of | 


1 : 
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any party, Adminiſtration heſitated, whether it was ſaſeſt 
to proſecute him, or take him into pay—they preferred the 
latter; and Shannon, beſides fourteen thouſand pounds 
which he received in caſh, enjoys his old ſinecure, and is 
now a zealous member of the ſecret committee for proſe- 
cuting thoſe ſocieties, on whoſe exertions, as he himſelf 
has frequently ſaid, the liberty of his country depends.— 
What a glorious conſtitution muſt ours be, when ſuch 
means are taken to ſupport it! And what muſt the Iriſh 
nation fee], when their induſtry 3 is ſo profuſely 8 
in rewarding apoſtaſy. 


Much has been ſaid about inſurrections and ſedition, 
ſince a parcel of ſchool-boys planted the tree of liberty at 
Dundee. The Maſter of the Ordnance has fortified the 
Tower, and the train-bands of London have been ſummon- 
ed to arms. Proclamations have followed proclamations, 
and the conſtitution. has been declared in danger. The 
Lord Mayor has been dubbed a knight, for his loyalty; and 
Pitt has gloried in the ſuppreſſion of thoſe debating ſocie- 
ties, in which he formerly himſelf diſplayed his /udied ora- 
tory. Wonders ſucceeded wonders in the Cabinet, till a 
conſciouſneſs of guilt alarmed our miniſters ; they ſtartle at 
a __—_ * their on: agents, and WN to 
dread. 


Early in the ſummer, a . of ere waited upon 
Lord George, lamented his cruel impriſonment, and pro- 
poſed to come, to the number of ſeveral thouſands, and 
liberate him by force. They ſignified that they were ready 
to revenge the injuries he had received, and plant the tree of 
liberty on the borders of the Thames; or, if he thought the | 
people not yet ſufficiently enlightened to adopt ſuch mea- 
ſures, they offered to convey him in ſafety to France. 


Much caution was neceſſary ; it was poſſible they might 
pe hired by his enemies, to lay a trap for his deſtruction; 
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on che other hand, many of them were his countrymen, 
whom he had known ſince the year 1780; they had ſeen a 


great deal of the world, and ſome of them had figured in 


. the revolutions of America and France. Liberty is dearer 


to an independent mind, than life itſelf ; and to procure by 
force, what had been unjuſtly denied him, was extremely 
natural. An affair, however, of ſuch magnitude, was nei- 
ther to be raſhly adopted, nor treated with indifference—he 
therefore diſpatched a faithful meſſenger to Wapping, to. 
ſound their diſpoſitions. Matters were found in a proper 
train, the leaders panted for action, and the main body 
wanted nothing but the ſignal to advance — 


« There is a tide in the affairs of men, - 
„ Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
4 Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

« Is bound in ſhallows, and in miſeries. * 


They intreated him to give the neceſſary orders for the at- 
| tack; but from ſo doing, prudential motives prevented 
him ; ſeveral meſſages paſſed between them, and at length, 


by mutual agreement, it was poſtponed. Whether the plan 
was ultimately abandoned, or only deferred, till matters 
were ſufficiently ripe, I have not been able to learn, When 

men think they ſleep in peace, danger is often at hand. To 
reign in ſecurity, a Prince muſt reign in the affections of 
his people ; without which both foreign guards and merce- 


nary ſoldiers will prove but a feeble defence. Terror has 


been too long the order of the day ; but the blood of every 


| martyr in defence of liberty produces fiſty converts ta the 


cauſe: and it is as impoſſible to make men loyal, by impri« 
ſonment or pillory, as it is to change the revolution of the 
Planetary ſyſtem. 


* 


Many perſons came forward to bail Lord George; but 
as the Solicitors to the Treaſury have aſſumed a power to 
take forty-eight hours of inquiring into their ſufficiency; 


Baird, a lady from Glaſgow, ſhe voluntarily offered her- 
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the ſecret agents of government always found means t6 
frighten them with the danger of paying the fine, or the 
ſuſpicion of being diſaffected. To the honour of Mrs. 


ſelf as one of his bail—another was only wanting to have 
obtained his liberty. Many ſiniſter attempts were made to 
diſſuade her from her reſolution, but ſhe remained ſteady 

to the laſt; and from regard to his memory, ſhe now bears 
his name. s. 2 
Moſt of his relations ave wallowing in every ſpecies of 
_ exceſs, and they often gamble more in one evening, than 
would have been ſufficient to have procured him his 
liberty ; but the jervile tools of a corrupt Court have 
no will of their own. Surrotinded by dependents, they them- 
elves are ſlaves, amongſt whom every tender feeling is ſa- 
crificed to a prepoſterous etiquette. From this charge 
juſtice demands that I ſhould except the Counteſs of Weſt- 
moreland, who carried on the moſt affectionate correſpon- 
dence with him, till his death. It is true his death has 
added five hundred a year to the overgrown fortune of the 
Duke; but if any ſenſibility remain, has it added to his 
happineſs? And who will venture to affirm that it is an 
honourable acquiſition ? | | 


The arrival of a-public agent from the Pope, whom he | 
uſed to call the preſumptuous ſpiritual tyrant of the fouth,” 85 
made Lord George very uneaſy; for though he was not 
ſurpriſed that a Jeſuit ſhould be a favourite at St. James 85 
he felt for the expiring liberties of his country; and was 
buſy in procuring intelligence reſpecting the Spital- field 
weavers, on whoſe account he was preparing an addreſs to 
the public, for he thought it extremely unjuſt, that the 
French clergy and nobleſſe ſhould be liberally ſupported, 
whilſt our induſtrious tradeſmen are ſuffering all the ex- 
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